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— We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Dr. 
Butler,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  pre¬ 
paring  the  Comments  for  the  2d  inst.; 
to  Rev.  E.  Huber,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
for  those  of  the  9th  ;  and  to  Rev.  E.  S. 
Johnston,  of  Emmittsburg,  Aid.,  for 
those  of  the  23d.  These  brethren  will 
please  accept  our  thanks,  and  our  read¬ 
ers  give  them  gredit  for  their  work. 

— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Committee,  Hon. 
Franklin  Fairbanks,  of  Vermont,  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Congregationalist  churches, 
expressed  himself  as  much  pleased  with 
1  the  plan  adopted  of  giving  one  open 
Sunday  in  each  quarter,  that  is,  unpro- 
:  vided  with  a  specific  lesson.  We,  too, 
regard  this  plan  as  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  old.  It  gives  our  church, 
for  example,  a  place  in  which  to  con¬ 
sider  the  great  festivals  of  Easter, 
Whitsunday,  and  Christmas,  and  also 
for  a  special  lesson  on  Reformation 
Sunday.  We  would  prefer  to  have  the 
open  Sunday  movable,  so  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  could  adjust  it  each  year  to  the 
movable  feasts,  and  thus  keep  us  all 
more  in  uniformity ;  but  this  was  too 
much  for  the  non-festival-keeping 
churches,  through  their  representatives, 
to  grant.  We  are  willing,  however,  to 
take  the  plan  as  it  is,  and  adjust  it  for 
ourselves.  But  those  churches  that 


have  nothing  provided  for  the  open 
Sunday,  and  do  not  know  what  to 
provide,  seem  to  be  some  at  a  loss  and 
may  get  restive.  We  suggest  to  them 
that  they  will  have  no  trouble  if  they 
will  follow  Paul  and  us  and  “  by  all 
means  keep  this  feast  that  cometh” 
(Acts  xviii.  21),  whenever  it  cometh! 
At  all  events  let  us  have  opportunity. 

— One  of  the  customs  of  our  church 
at  Canton,  Ohio,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  Dr.  L.  At.  Kuhns,  is  to 
have  the  Sunday-school  and  congrega¬ 
tion  meet  together  on  Easter  morning. 
It  was  our  pleasure  to  be  with  them  on 
that  occasion  this  year,  and  our  joy 
was  so  great  while  partaking  of  the 
spiritual  fare  provided  that,  we  cannot 
forbear  to  tell  of  it.  Besides  the  large 
organ,  a  violin,  a  violincello,  flute, 
cornet,  and  barytone  horn,  accompa¬ 
nied  and  supported  the  choir  and 
people  in  sounding  forth  the  praises  of 
our  Risen  Lord.  The  programme  was 
as  follows :  1  Stabat  Mater ,  an  im¬ 
pressive  instrumental  opening  piece ; 

2.  Anthem  by  Holden,  beginning, 
“Angels,  Roll  -  the  Rock  Away; v 

3.  Invocation ;  4.  Gloria  Patri ;  5. 

Confession ;  6.  Kyrie  (sung) ;  7. 

Creed  ;  8.  Gloria  in  Excelsis ;  9.  Re¬ 
sponsive  reading  of  Scriptures  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Easter  lesson  in  Augsburg 
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Lesson  Book,  followed  by  a  New  Testa¬ 
ment  and  an  Old  Testament  lesson 
from  the  desk;  10.  Hymn  240  in 
Book  of  Worship;  11.  Prayer;  12. 
Hymn  by  Sunday-school ;  13.  Address, 
30  minutes  long;  14.  The  Lord’s 
Prayer;  15.  Anthem  by  Wheat, “Christ 
our  Passover,  Sacrificed  for  Us;”  16. 
Announcements  and  Collection;  17. 
Hymn  239  in  Book  of  Worship;  18. 
Benediction;  19.  William  Tell  (in¬ 
strumental). 

This  programme  was  completed  in  a 
little  less  than  two  hours.  The  church 
was  crowded,  the  altar  railing  being 
seated  full  of  children.  The  floral 
decorations  were  lovely,  and  served  as 
object  lessons  in  illustrating  the  ad¬ 
dress.  The  soul  was  reached  through 
the  eye  and  the  ear.  It  was  sweetly 
impressive  to  hear  little  ones  and  all 
unite  with  the  pastor  in  the  confession 
of  sin,  and  in  the  Creed  and  Lord’s 
Prayer:  and  it  was  grandly  inspiring 
to  a  devout  soul  to  join  with  those 
many  voices  and  the  loud  swelling  in¬ 
struments  in  praise  of'  the  Prince  of 
Life,  on  the  Resurrection  morn !  If 
ever  there  is  occasion  for  following  out 
to  the  letter  the  earnest  exhortations 
of  the  Spirit  written  in  the  150th 
Psalm,  it  is  Easter  morning. 

At  the  close  of  the  services  a  lady 
who  had  been  diligently  doing  her  part 
toward  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  oc¬ 
casion,  and  who  could  then  scarcely 
speak  above  a  whisper,  remarked, 
“Whoever  doesn’t  enjoy  this,  has  no 
occasion  to  go  to  heaven  !  ”  Words 
truly  spoken :  for  we  had  had  a  little 
heaven  on  earth.  Blessed  be  God  for 
these  foretastes  !  Let  us  not  fail  to  im¬ 
prove  them  ! 

Any  congregation  that  has  such  a 
helper  as  Miss  Mary  Kuhns,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  pastor  at  Canton,  who 
so  admirably  arranged  and  presided, 


at  the  organ,  oV'er  the  music  of  the  oc¬ 
casion  we  are  speaking  of,  should  thank 
God  and  appreciate  their  blessing  ! 

— It  is  a  joy  to  see  so  beautiful  and 
commodious  a  house  of  worship  as  our 
people  are  building  in  Wooster,  O., 
Rev  Dr.  Wiles,  pastor.  “  Walk  about 
Zion,  and  go  round  about  her:  tell  the 
towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  {set your 
heart  to,  the  margin  has  it)  her  bul¬ 
warks,  consider  her  palaces.”  We 
went  from  Canton  to  Wooster  to  do 
this,  and  were  amply  repaid. 

— The  First  Lutheran  Church  at 
Harrisburg  now  has  an  orchestra  to 
accompany  and  lead  their  Sunday- 
school  in  singing.  We  recently  en¬ 
joyed  joining  with  them.  Surely  we 
ought  not  to  be  less  enthusiastic  and 
impressive  in  our  worship  of  the  living 
and  true  God,  our  Father,  Saviour  and 
Comforter,  than  Nebuchadnezzar  was 
over  the  dedication  of  the  great  golden 
idol  he  set  up  in  the  plain  of  Dura. 
On  that  occasion  he  had  “  the  cornet, 
flute,  harp,  sackbut,  psaltery,  dulcimer 
(or  singing,  as  the  margin  has  it),  and 
all  kinds  of  music.” 


We  are  Builders. — We  are  all  of  us 
architects,  or  rather  we  are  laborers  to¬ 
gether  with  God  as  the  great  Architect. 
We  are  building  up  the  soul  into  char¬ 
acter.  The  building  which  we  construct 
is,  to  be  sure,  not  visible,  for  it  is  the 
soul.  It  is  not  formless,  however,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  invisible,  but  real  and 
substantial,  only  with  a  finer  substance 
than  the  senses  can  perceive.  And  a 
wondrous  pile  it  is,  of  many  parts  and 
eternal  uses.  Like  Solomon’s  Temple, 
it  goes  up  without  sound  of  hammer  or 
toil.  No  solid  granite,  no  glistening 
marble,  but  thoughts,  feelings,  pur¬ 
poses,  are  its  materials.  Out  of  these 
thin  and  evanescent  things,  we  are 
building  a  structure  that  shall  outlive 
the  mountains,  the  globe,  and  time 
itself. — H.  W.  Beecher. 
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THE  TRANSFIGURATION. 

May  2.  Matt.  xvii.  1-13. 


O  n  the  Mountain. 

;  1170  TTC*  JN  EVER  Discouraged. 

|  UlLOLtO  LOVES  His  Own. 

|  Y  EARNS  FOR  SOULS.  j 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

The  Occasion. 

Matthew,  Mark  (ix.  2-10),  and  Luke 
;  (ix.  28-36)  report  this  interesting  and 
j  suggestive  fact  in  the  life  of  our  Divine 
Lord.  The  context  in  each  evangelist 
'  shows  the  place  which  the  Transfigura- 
;  tion  occupies  in  the  Gospel  history.  I 
Peter  had  just  made  his  noble  confes- 
!  sion  of  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus  ;  where- 
;  upon  Jesus  astonished  the  disciples  by 
declaring  the  necessity  of  his  death  and 
resurrection.  This  to  them,  as  to  many 
now,  was  a  profound  mystery,  and  their 
love  for  Jesus  would  not  allow  them  to 
entertain  the  thought  that  he  should 
suffer  and  die  (xi.  21,22);  nor  could 
I  they  understand  what  the  rising  from 
the  dead  could  mean.  Jesus  tells  them 
further  that  discipleshtp  means  self- 
denial,  and  suffering,  and  persecution, 
and  death.  His  Kingdom  is  coming, 
and  through  the  labors  of  his  apostles ; 
but  this  coming  means  the  overcoming 
of  sin  and  of  all  that  opposes  Christ. 
Their  life  is  to  be  one  of  conflict  and 
sore  trial. 

The  Transfiguration  shows  the  glory 
of  the  Divine  Christ,  whom  they  were  ! 
to  serve,  and  trust,  and  opens  up  the 
spirit  world  into  which  he  was  about  to  | 
enter  by  the  way  of  the  cross  and  | 
through  the  grave,  and  through  which 
they  were  finally  to  enter  into  his  glory  j 
and  the'  glory  of  the  Father. 

The  memory  of  this  vision  is  to 
encourage  and  strengthen  them  and  all 
believers  in  the  midst  of  tribulation. 

Going  Up. 

Verse  1.  After  six  days.  Luke 
says  about  an  eight  days  after  these 


things — including  the  day  of  speaking 
and  the  day  of  the  Transfiguration. 
During  these  days  the  disciples  had 
been  revolving  in  their  minds  the  won¬ 
derful  words  of  the  Lord  about  his 
death  and  resurrection,  and  their  suffer¬ 
ing.  Then  he  taketh  them  up  into  a 
mountain.  Hermon,  not  far  from  Ces- 
area  Philippi,  one  of  the  grandest 
mountains  of  Palestine,  was  probably 
the  mount  of  Transfiguration. 

Peter,  James,  and  John  were  the 
inner  circle  of  the  Apostles — those 
whom  our  Lord  chose  to  stand  nearer 
to  him  than  the  rest.  Peter  especially 
appears  to  have  been  a  born  leader. 
It  was  Peter  and  James  and  John 
who  were  taken  by  Jesus  into  the  ruler’s 
house,  whose  daughter  was  dead  (Luke 
viii.  51).  When  he  entered  upon  the 
Gethsemane  agony,  these  same  apostles 
were  chosen  to  go  with  him  into  the 
solitude  of  the  garden  (Matt  xxvi.  36, 
37.)  They  are  now  to  witness  his 
glory  and  to  hear  the  testimony  of 
Moses  and  Elijah,  who  came  from  the 
world  of  glory  to  meet  Jesus  upon  the 
holy  mount. 

Upon  the  Mount. 

Verse  2.  And  was  transfigured. 
Luke  says,  not  only  that  he  went  into 
the  mountain  apart,  but  that  he 
went  to  pray,  and  as  he  prayed,  the 
fashion  of  his  countenance  was  altered, 
etc.  When  thou  prayest  enter  into  thy 
closet,  says  our  Great  Teacher  and 
Pattern.  It  is  not  cloister  and  monas¬ 
tery  life  that  reveal  the  divine  glory, 
but  the  life  like  that  of  our  Master,  who 
went  about  doing  good,  and  then  went 
apart  to  pray — more  frequently  at  night, 
when  the  toils  of  the  day  were  ended. 
Even  amid  the  busy  cares  of  every-day 
life,  we  should  learn  to  retire  apart,  i  nto 
the  heart  closet,  to  pray.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  this  transfiguration  occurred 
at  night.  (Luke  ix.  28,  32,  37  )  Trans¬ 
figured  means  changed  in  outward  fig¬ 
ure,  form,  appearance.  Matthew  says, 
His  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and 

HIS  RAIMENT  WAS  WHITE  AS  THE  LIGHT. 
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Mark  says  his  raiment  becam  eshining, 
exceeding  white  as  snow  ;  so  as  no 
fuller  on  earth  can  white  them.  Luke 
says  the  fashion  of  his  countenance 
was  altered,  and  his  raiment  was  white 
and  glistening. 

The  merely  human  face  is  often  lit 
up  with  joy,  beautified  with  glowing 
love,  and  wonderfully  transfigured  in 
death  by  the  faith,  and  peace,  and 
hope,  and  love,  and  joy,  of  the  be¬ 
liever  as  he  sees  heaven  opened. 
Moses’  face  shone  (Ex.  xxxiv.  29)  as 
he  came  from  Sinai,  after  communion 
.with  God.  The  face  of  Stephen  (Acts 
vi.  15b  was  as  the  face  of  an  angel. 
Nothing  so  transforms  and  beautifies 
the  face  as  the  heart  transformed  by  the 
Spirit,  and  love,  and  peace  of  God. 
To  John  in  his  Patmos  exile  (Rev.  i. 
16)  our  Lord’s  countenance  was  as 
the  sun  shineth  in  his  strength.  The 
inner  life  and  character  of  the  God-man 
were  not  transfigured.  These  are  the 
same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever. 
But  the  divine  glory  bursts  through  the 
human  covering,  and  we  see  the  glory 
of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ  (2 
Cor.  iv.  6.)  Into  this  likeness  believers 
are  being  transformed  (2  Cor.  iii.  18.) 
The  natural  body  is  to  become  a  spir¬ 
itual  body  (x  Cor.  xv),  and  fashioned 
like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  (Phil.  iii.  21.)  Even  the  com¬ 
mon  thread-bare  garments  of  the  poor¬ 
est  believer  may  be  made  beautiful  by 
the  indwelling  of  the  beautiful  spirit  of 
our  Lord  in  the  heart.  Think  more  of 
your  heart  than  of  your  garments. 

Verse  3.  There  appeared  unto 
them  Moses  and  Elias.  Moses  had 
been  dead  almost  1500  years.  The 
peculiar  circumstances  of  his  death  we 
have  in  Deut.  xxxiv.  4-8.  No  man  in 
history  fills  a  larger  place  than  Moses. 
Even  our  Lord  is  described  as  the 
prophet  like  unto  Moses.  Moses,  in 
the  law,  wrote  of  Jesus,  and  in  heaven 
they  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the 
Lamb  Moses  is  the  great  Lawgiver 
of  the  Bible,  and  here  appears  with  the 
Great  Fulfiller  of  the  Law.  Elijah, 
who  had  not  died,  but  had  been  taken 
to  heaven,  after  a  life  of  great  trial  and 
of  great  glory,  in  a  chariot  of  fire  (2 
Kings  ii.  1-12),  appears  as  the  restorer 
of  the  law,  after  the  degeneracy  and 


fall  of  ancient  Israel.  He  was  the 
bold  and  successful  preacher  of  repent¬ 
ance.  For  about  900  years  Elijah  had 
been  with  Moses. 

Luke  says,  Peter  and  those  that  were 
with  him  saw  these  two  men  and  heard 
them. 

Our  departed  friends  who  die  in 
the  Lord,  yet  live,  and  we  shall  recog¬ 
nize  them  as  we  do  Moses  and  Elias. 
Thousands  of  years  do  not  change  their 
identity.  In  the  Father’s  house  are 
many  mansions.  The  great  thing  is 
to  be  born — to  be  born  again ■ — to  be 
born  into  the  one  family — born  not  of 
blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor 
of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.  (John 
i.  12,  13.) 

It  is  interesting  to  know  what  en¬ 
gages  the  thought  of  Moses  and  Elijah 
as  representing  the  heavenly  family. 
Luke  says,  “  They  spake  of  his  decease 
which  he  should  accomplish  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem.”  In  this  “decease,”  the  dying 
upon  the  cross  of  our  Lord,  centres  the 
hope  of  the  world.  In  heaven  nothing 
compares  in  interest  with  the  repent¬ 
ance  of  one  soul  (Luke  xv.  10).  The 
thoughts  that  fill  the  busy  crowd  of 
earth  are  comparatively  of  no  moment. 
Heaven’s  thought  and  ours  should 
centre  in  the  redeeming  work  of  our 
Lord,  consummated  in  his  decease  at 
Jerusalem,  and  in  his  rising  again  for 
our  justification.  Our  work,  as  teach¬ 
ers,  centres  in  the  cross  of  Christ  (Gal. 
vi.  14). 

Verse  4.  It  is  not  strange  that  Peter, 
speaking  for  himself  and  for  the  other 
two  disciples,  said,  It  is  good  to  be 
here.  To  be  near  Jesus  and  to  be 
lifted  into  nearness  to  heaven  is  always 
good.  Did  we  go  apart  more  and  pray 
more,  we  might  enjoy  more  of  this 
blessedness.  Peter  would  build  three 
tabernacles — tents,  temporary  dwelling 
places — not  for  themselves,  but  for 
Jesus,  and  Moses,  and  Elias.  Why 
none  for  themselves?  We  cannot  al¬ 
ways  dwell  in  the  mount  of  delight. 
There  awaited  them,  down  in  the  plain, 
an  afflicted  father  with  a  suffering  son, 
who  needed  the  Great  Physician.  Luke 
ix.  37-42. 

Verse  5.  While  he  yet  spake,  etc. 
The  bright  cloud  was  probably  not  one 
of  our  watery  clouds,  but  the  Shekinah 
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cloud,  the  pavilion  of  the  manifested 
God.  It  may  have  been  the  same  glory 
that  led  Israel  through  the  wilderness, 
that  rested  upon  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
that  shone  around  the  shepherds  at  the 
nativity,  even  the  true  Temple-  God 
in  Christ — come  to  dwell  among  men 
From  Olivet  the  Lord  went  in  a  cloud. 
He  shall  come  again  with  clouds.  God 
made  this  bright  cloud  his  chariot. 

The  Father’s  voice,  heard  at  the 
baptism  of  our  Lord  (Matt.  iii.  17), 
here  again  says,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,  and 
adds  what  was  not  said  at  the  baptism, 
Hear  ye  him.  God  demands  perfect 
and  implicit  obedience,  and  entire 
self-surrender  to  our  Lord  Christ.  The 
words  of  Jesus  are  the  only  infallible 
test  of  doctrine  and  duty.  It  is  for  us 
to  believe  and  obey.  (2  Pet.  i.  16-18.) 

Verses  6  and  7.  It  is  not  strange 
that  the  disciples  were  overpowered  by 
this  vision  of  the  divine  glory.  (Is.  vi. 
5-7  ;  Dan.  x.  9-1 1  ;  Rev.  i.  17.)  Before 
this  excellent  glory  how  defiled  are 
the  most  holy!  Arise,  be  not  afraid, 
is  what  Jesus  says  to  every  penitent, 
trembling  believer.  None  who  seek 
Jesus  need  fear.  (Matt,  xxviii.  5.) 

Verse  8.  The  scene  changes.  The 
cloud  passes  away.  Moses  and  Elias 
had  borne  their  testimony,  and  had 
gone  back  to  Paradise.  The  encour¬ 
aged  disciples  see  no  man  but  Jesus 
only.  Jesus  only  justifies  and  saves. 

Coming  Down. 


xii.  14)  speaking  of  John  the  Baptist, 
said  that  he  was  the  Elijah  who  was  to 
come.  Observe ,  Jesus  did  not  contra¬ 
dict  the  popular  belief ;  the  people  ex¬ 
pected  Elijah  to  come  and  reconcile 
the  divisions  among  the  Jews  and  pre¬ 
pare  the  people  for  the  coming  of  the 
Lord.  The  favored  apostles  had  just 
seen  and  heard  the  faithful  old  preacher 
of  repentance,  with  Moses  upon  the 
Mount.  How  naturally  they  refer  to 
the  popular  faith  in  his  return  to  earth. 

Verse*  11  and  12.  Jesus  said,  Elias 
truly  shall  first  come,  etc.  But  he 
has  come  already.  Then  they  under¬ 
stood  that  he  spake  of  John  the  Bap¬ 
tist.  Elijah  and  John  were  alike  in 
character — bold,  fearless,  rugged  men. 
They  were  alike  in  their  mission — 
both  calling  to  immediate  repentance 
and  unconditional  surrender  to  God. 
j  They  were  both  successful  in  their 
!  mission,  turning  the  hearts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  back  and  preparing  them — the  one 
to  receive  the  Lord’s  prophets,  the 
other  to  receive  the  Great  Prophet 
who  had  come  to  exhibit  the  kingdom 
!  of  heaven  upon  earth. 

With  the  blessed  mysteries  of  the 
j  Mount  of  Transfiguration  in  our  hearts, 

|  we  may  descend  to  the  busy  world  in 
|  the  spirit  of  the  Saviour,  to  help  men 
j  and  to  do  them  good  as  we  have  oppor¬ 
tunity.  He  died  for  all,  that  we  who 
|  live  should  live  not  unto  ourselves,  but 
unto  him  who  died  for  us  and  rose 
again. 


Verse  9.  From  Luke’s  account  it  is 
probable  that  they  did  not  come  down 
from  the  mountain  until  the  next  day. 
Jesus  charged  them  to  tell  the 
vision  to  no  man — until  the  Son  of 

MAN  BE  RISEN  AGAIN  FROM  THE  DEAD. 
Even  the  friends  of  Jesus  might  not 
have  understood,  nor  even  have  be¬ 
lieved,  had  the  three  favored  ones  told 
them.  The  enemies  of  our  Lord  would 
have  ridiculed  and  persecuted  the 
more.  The  time  to  tell  this  vision  was 
after  the  resurrection.  It  has  been,  and 
is,  and  will  continue  to  be  told — one 
of  the  most  wonderful  illustrations  of 
our  Lord’s  glory. 

Verse  10.  Malachi  (iv.  5)  the  last  of 
the  Old  Testament  prophets,  had  said 
that  Elijah  would  come;  Jesus  (Matt. 


JESUS  AND  THE  YOUNG. 

May  9.  Matt.  xix.  13-26. 


Suffer  Little 
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From  the  beginning  of  this  chapter, 
we  learn  that  Christ  had  come  into  the 
coasts  of  Judea  beyond  Jordan.  The 
region  referred  to  was  no  doubt  the 
province  of  Perea.  Being  about  to 
depart  from  this  place,  certain  persons, 
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anxious  to  secure  his  blessing  upon 
their  offspring  before  he  left  them  for¬ 
ever,  brought  their  children  to  him 
that  he  might  put  his  hands  on  them 
and  pray.  To  this  very  natural  and 
commendable  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  parents,  the  disciples  made  objec¬ 
tions,  and  strove  to  prevent  them  from 
accomplishing  their  purpose.  In  their 
judgment  it  may  have  been  too  trouble¬ 
some  for  their  Master,  already  wearied 
with  his  labors — or  it  may  have  been 
beneath  his  dignity  to  bestow  atten¬ 
tion  upon  children — or  it  may  have 
been  viewed  as  a  useless  act,  as  on 
account  of  their  age  they  could  not 
understand  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour 
— or  they  may  have  been  indignant  at 
the  interruption  thus  caused  to  the 
discourse  of  their  Master.  But  by 
whatever  motive  influenced,  the  Saviour 
did  not  approve  their  conduct,  but 
was  much  displeased  thereat.  Let 
them  alo  .e,  said  he,  and  forbid  them 

NOT,  FOR  OI  SUCH  IS  THE  KINGDOM  OF 
heaven.  Then  taking  them  up  in  his 
arms  and  putting  his  hands  upon  them, 
he  imparted  the  desired  blessing.  This 
must  not  be  viewed  as  an  empty  cere 
mony,  for  Christ  is  sincere  in  all  his 
words  and  deeds  ;  and  to  pretend  to 
bless  them  when  no  good  was  commu¬ 
nicated,  would  be  an  act  of  hypocrisy 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  spirit  and 
character  of  Jesus.  Whom  he  blesses, 
they  are  blessed  indeed.  What  a 
lovely  picture  do  we  not  have  here — 
and  how  significant  of  the  tender  affec¬ 
tion  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  flock 
has  for  the  lambs  of  the  fold.  But 
however  beautiful  this  scene,  we  turn 
with  interest  to  the  profound  and  far- 
reaching  truth  contained  in  the  reason 
given  for  permitting  children  to  come 
unto  him — for  of  such  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven.  Christ  was  upon 
the  earth  to  proclaim  and  establish  a 
kingdom  that  should  ultimately  rule 
the  world.  Have  children  any  part  in 
this  kingdom  ?  Yes,  answers  the 
founder  himself,  “of  such  does  the 
kingdom  consist.”  This  expression 
embraces  all  little  children,  together 
with  all  adults  who,  by  conversion, 
have  become  like  unto  them  in  dispo¬ 
sition.  Glorious  assurance  !  Children 
have,  yea  are,  a  part  in  the  everlasting 


kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God.  They 
are  entitled  to  i'ts  privileges,  capaci¬ 
tated  for  its  blessings,  and  therefore  to 
be  admitted  into  fellowship  with  the 
people  of  God. 

This  declaration  as  to  their  right  to 
the  kingdom  of  God  must  not,  however, 
be  understood  as  teaching  that  children 
are  holy  by  nature,  and  qualified  for 
admission  into  the  kingdom  without 
regeneration.  Of  them,  as  of  adults, 
it  is  true  that  except  they  be  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit  they  cannot 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

They  are  consequently  to  be  received 
amongst  the  followers  of  Jesus  in  the 
way  authorized  by  the  Saviour,  “  Make 
disciples  of  all  nations  by  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghost,  and  by  teaching  them 
to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you.” 

This  portion  of  Scripture  is  fre¬ 
quently  used  to  sanction  infant  bap¬ 
tism.  Though  it  does  not  directly 
refer  to  that  subject,  yet  the  truth 
announced  is  a  most  powerful  argument 
in  favor  of  this  primitive  custom;  for 
if  the  kingdom  itself  belongs  to  chil¬ 
dren,  why  should  that  which  is  an 
appointed  means  of  entering  be  denied 
to  them  ;  if  they  are  entitled  to  all  its 
glorious  privileges  and  blessings,  why 
not  also  to  that  which  is  a  sign  and 
seal  of  the  same  ?  In  other  words, 
having  the  thing  signified,  what  reason 
can  there  be  for  withholding  the  sign 
thereof? 

From  this  incident  we  learn  that  our 
Saviour  is  interested  in  our  children, 
stands  ready  to  receive  them  and  do 
them  good.  We  should  feel  it  our 
duty  and  privilege  to  bring  them  unto 
him  in  prayer  and  in  baptism,  firmly 
believing  that  his  blessing  is  a  greater 
good  than  all  the  education,  rank,  or 
fortune  we  can  bestow — yea  more, 
that  all  these  temporal  advantages  with¬ 
out  the  blessing  of  Christ  will,  in  the 
end,  prove  a  curse.  Let  the  children, 
then,  be  neither  overlooked  nor  re¬ 
jected,  but  early  brought  to  the  Sav¬ 
iour,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

The  Young  Man. 

As  the  Saviour  was  about  to  leave 
the  place  where  the  incident  respecting 
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the  little  children  had  occurred,  a  cer¬ 
tain  man,  who  as  it  appears  from  other 
passages  was  comparatively  young  and 
a  ruler  among  the  Jews,  probably  of 
the  synagogue,  came  unto  the  Saviour 
and  asked  him  “  what  good  thing  he 
must  do  in  order  that  he  might  have 
eternal  life.” 

It  is  probable  that,  on  hearing  that 
the  Saviour  was  about  to  leave  that 
part  of  the  country,  it  occurred  to  him 
that  he  had  permitted  a  most  glorious 
opportunity  for  obtaining  light  on  a 
subject  that  perplexed  his  mind  to  pass 
by  unimproved,  and  thereupon  im¬ 
mediately  set  out  and  ran  after  Jesus. 
He  overtakes  him,  kneels  down  before 
him,  and  addresses  him  in  the  words 
recorded  in  the  16th  verse:  Good 
Master,  what  good  thing  shall  I  do 

THAT  I  MAY  HAVE  ETERNAL  LIFE?  The 

answer  of  Christ  has  respect  first  to 
the  epithet  applied  to  himself — Good 
Master,  and  secondly,  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  “what  good  thing,”  etc. 

•Why  callest  thou  me  good? 
There  is  none  good  but  one,  that 
is,  God.  This  is  a  very  strange  as¬ 
sertion  that  the  Saviour  makes ;  for  it 
appears  to  be  a  denial  of  the  divinity 
of  his  nature.  But  this  it  is  in  appear¬ 
ance  only,  and  not  in  reality,  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  following  considera¬ 
tions.  He  perceives  that  he  is  re¬ 
garded  only  as  a  human  teacher,  of 
superior  excellence,  by  this  young  man 
— as  no  more  than  a  Jewish  Rabbi. 
Thus  regarded,  the  epithet  Good  Mas¬ 
ter  does  not  properly  belong  to  him, 
for  there  is  none  good  but  God  only. 
From  the  form  of  the  question  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  he  perceives  also  that 
the  young  man  believes  himself  good, 
and  therefore  able  to  bring  forth  that 
which  is  good.  To  correct  this  im¬ 
pression  he  assures  him  that  there  is- 
none  good  but  one,  and  that  one  is 
God.  The  statement  therefore  is  not 
made  in  reference  to  his  true  nature, 
but  only  concerning  the  young  man’s 
view  of  that  nature,  and  concerning 
human  nature  as  opposed  to  the  divine. 
It  is  consequently  altogether  consistent 
with  the  idea  that  Christ  is  not  man, 
merely,  but  God  also.  Having  thus 
commented  on  the  epithet  good  in  the 
sense  employed  by  the  young  man,  he 


proceeds  to  answer  his  question,  “What 
good  thing,”  etc.  If  thou  wilt  enter 

INTO  LIFE,  KEEP  THE  COMMANDMENTS. 
At  this  direction  the  young  man  is 
evidently  disappointed.  For  such  a 
simple  answer  he  need  not  have  come 
to  so  eminent  a  Master.  But  he  may 
refer  to  other  commandments  than 
those  of  the  Decalogue,  and  therefore 
he  asks,  what  ones,  or  what  kind  of 
commandments  ? 

Thou  shalt  not  kill,  etc.  Perceiv¬ 
ing  by  this  reply  that  the  ordinary  in¬ 
junctions  of  the  law  are  meant,  he 
quickly  responds,  “All  these  I  have 
kept  from  my  youth.  That  these  pre¬ 
cepts  must  be  obeyed  is  known  to  every 
child.  I  want  something  higher  and 
nobler  to  do.  These  plain  command¬ 
ments  I  have  always  obeyed.  I  want, 
as  an  advanced  pupil,  to  leave  the  first 
principles  of  religion  and  go  on  unto 
perfection.  What  lack  I  yet.” 

The  answer  that  now  follows  is  suf¬ 
ficiently  high  and  difficult  even  for  one 
of  his  spiritual  attainments — Go  sell 
THAT  THOU  HAST,  AND  GIVE  TO  THE 

poor,  etc. 

This  is  not  by  any  means  an  admis¬ 
sion  that  the  young  man  had  complied 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  moral 
law,  and  therefore  was  qualified  to  be 
promoted  to  something  higher  and 
better  than  obeying  the  command¬ 
ments  given  on  Sinai.  He  is  told  to 
do  only  that  which  the  law,  properly 
interpreted,  makes  obligatory  upon 
him.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law 
— and  love  will  prompt  him  to  do  to 
the  poor  what  he  is  directed  to  do  by 
the  Saviour.  There  is  no  piety  higher 
than  that  involved  in  obedience  to  the 
commandments  of  God. 

'fhe  object  of  Christ  in  this  injunc¬ 
tion  is  to  show  the  young  man  the  con¬ 
dition  of  his  own  heart,  the  true 
nature  of  the  commandments,  and  the 
fact  that  when  he  fancies  that  he  has 
always  obeyed  the  law  he  has  deceived 
himself  exceedingly — in  short,  that  he 
neither  has  obeyed  nor  is  able  to  obey 
the  spirit  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 
Calvin  says,  in  reference  to  this  direc¬ 
tion  to  sell,  “  It  is  not  an  addition  to 
the  law,  but  a  probing  and  discovering 
of  a  concealed  vice.” 

The  second  table  of  the  law  only  is 
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referred  to  because  the  two  tables  imply 
one  another,  and  because  it  is  easier  to 
test  ourselves  in  respect  to  the  duties 
we  owe  to  man  than  those  due  toward 
God.  The  Saviour  wished  to  show 
him  that  even  in  the  simplest  and 
lowest  requirements  —  those  enjoined 
in  the  second  table  of  the  law — he  had 
come  far  short  of  doing  his  duty. 

That  this  direction  to  sell  all  and 
give  to  the  poor  was  not  meant  to  be 
generally  applied  is  very  clear,  and  yet 
it  has  a  meaning  for  all — and  that  is 
that  all  our  property  must  be  held  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  will  of  God,  and  that  we 
must  always  be  ready,  if  God  so  re¬ 
quire,  to  forsake  all  we  have  and  follow 
h  i  m . 

This  command  seems  very  hard,  and 
is  often  so  interpreted  as  to  awaken 
undue  sympathy  for  this  man,  and  not 
a  little  prejudice  against  the  Saviour. 
To  understand  it  aright  its  object  must 
always  be  borne  in  mind,  as  also  es¬ 
pecially  the  promise  coupled  with  the 
command- — thou  shalt  have  treas¬ 
ure  IN  HEAVEN. 

His  wants  would  have  been  supplied, 
he  would  have  been  employed  in  most 
useful  and  honorable  work,  and  re¬ 
warded  a  hundred  fold  in  the  world  to 
come.  Instead  of  deserving  compas¬ 
sion  because  so  much  was  required  of 
him,  he  is  to  be  pitied  rather,  because 
he  was  so  blind  to  his  true  interests, 
and  sold  a  birth-right  so  glorious  for  a 
mess  of  pottage. 

Dante  takes  a  true  view  of  his  case 
when  he  speaks  of  him  as  the  one 
“  who  through  cowardice  made  the 
great  refusal.” 

When  he  heard  that  saying  he 
went  away  sorrowful,  because  he 
felt  the  obligation  to  obey  the  Saviour, 
and  yet  was  not  willing  to  make  the 
sacrifice  it  involved.  From  his  con¬ 
duct  it  is  clear  that  he  loved  his 
worldly  possessions  more  than  he  did 
either  God  or  his  fellow-man. 

Warning. 

Then  said  Jesus  unto  his  dis¬ 
ciples,  Verily  I  say  unto  you  that 
a  rich  man  shall  hardly  enter  into 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN. 

This  is  the  inference  made  from  the 
occurrence  just  referred  to. 

Seeing  that  one  with  such  knowledge 


of  the  law  and  such  aspirations  after 
perfection  can  yet  be  kept  from  doing 
his  duty  by  his  love  of  money,  Christ 
says:  “How  difficult  it  is  for  a  rich 
man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !” 
And  that  a  deep  impression  may  be 
made  upon  their  minds,  he  repeats  the 
same  sentiment  in  a  proverbial  form. 
The  proverb  does  not  affirm  the  abso¬ 
lute  impossibility  of  a  rich  man’s  being 
|  saved,  but  merely  the  great  difficulty 
'  that  wealth  puts  in  the  way  of  securing 
|  eternal  life. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made 
j  to  modify  the  thought  implied  in 
this  proverb  by  arguing  that  camel 
means  a  cable,  or  the  eye  of  the 
{  needle  ”  denotes  the  small  gate  at  the 
|  side  of  the  main  entrance  to  Eastern 
j  cities.  But  there  appear  to  be  no  ade¬ 
quate  reasons  for  abandoning  the  usual 
interpretation.  The  thought  that  the 
}  Saviour  presents  with  so  much  empha- 
|  sis — though  to  be  modified  by  the 
explanation  given  by  Mark— yet  must 
I  not  be  stripped  of  the  force  it  possesses. 

J  All  experience  as  well  as  numerous 
passages  of  God’s  word  clearly  teach 
that  riches  are  accompanied  by  great 
and  special  dangers  to  the  spiritual 
1  life.  They  by  their  very  nature  absorb 
|  our  thoughts  and  affections,  engage  our 
;  time  and  efforts  to  an  undue  extent, 

J  and  make  us  proud  and  forgetful  of 
I  God  Yet,  where  is  the  man  that 
would  not  run  risks  a  thousand  times 
greater  if  only  he  could  obtain  all  the 
1  money  his  soul  desires. 

At  this  declaration,  the  disciples 
j  were  amazed,  and  said  :  Who  then 
J  can  be  saved  ? 

Hearing  what  was  said  about  the 
dangers  of  the  rich,  and  knowing  that 
most  of  those  not  included  in  that 
J  class  were  daily  planning  and  toiling  to 
become  rich,  they  felt  that  the  number 
saved  must  be  small,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way  of  salvation  almost 
insuperable. 

In  reply  to  this,  Christ  admits  that 
if  it  depended  on  the  power  of  man, 
there  would  be  but  little  hope;  but 
that  what  was  impossible  to  man  was 
possible  with  God,  thus  already  setting 
forth  the  truth  that  man  could  not  be 
his  own  saviour ;  and  also  the  very 
comfortable  fact,  that  no  combination 
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of  unfavorable  circumstances  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  make  our  salvation  through 
Christ  impossible.  As  evidence  that 
rich  men  can  be  saved  we  need  but 
call  to  mind  the  cases  of  Abraham, 
Joseph,  David  and  Job. 

In  these  words  of  Jesus  there  is  a 
solemn  warning  to  the  young,  who 
ordinarily  start  out  in  life  with  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  amassing  wealth  ;  also  to  par¬ 
ents  who,  in  selecting  a  calling  in  life 
for  their  children,  regard  chiefly,  if 
not  exclusively,  the  opportunities  such 
calling  furnishes  for  growing  rich, 
without  due  attention  to  the  ruinous 
effects  it  may  have  upon  their  moral 
character  and  eternal  destiny. 

The  true  object  of  life  is  to  attain 
to  the  highest  possible  degree  of  Chris¬ 
tian  character,  that  we  may  be  quali¬ 
fied  to  g  orify  God  in  body  and  in 
spirit  here,  and  become  meet  for  the 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light  here¬ 
after. 


WHITSUNDAY  LESSON. 

May  16. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

“  Pentecost  ”  means  fiftieth  ;  and  one 
of  the  three  great  festivals  of  the  Jews, 
at  which  all  the  males  of  Israel  were 
required  to  come  to  Jerusalem,  was  so 
called  from  its  occurring  on  the  fiftieth 
day  after  the  Passover.  If  it  was 
reckoned  from  the  Sabbath  of  the  Pass- 
over  week,  it  always  came  on  the  first 
day  (our  Sunday)  of  the  week  ;  if  from 
the  14th  of  Nisan,  the  beginning  of  the 
Passover,  it  may  have  fallen  on  differ¬ 
ent  days  of  the  week.  There  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  whence  the 
count  of  the  fifty  days  began.  The 
Festival  of  Pentecost  was  sometimes 
called  the  Feast  of  Weeks,  because  oc¬ 
curring  seven  weeks  after  the  Passover  ; 
it  was  a  harvest  festival,  concluding  the 
harvest  of  the  later  grains  ;  it  was  the 
“  day  of  first  fruits,”  because  on  it  the 
first  loaves  made  from  the  new  grain 
were  offered  on  the  altar ;  it  commem¬ 
orated,  also,  the  giving  of  the  law  on 
Sinai. 

The  German  for  Pentecost  Is  Pfing- 
sten,  and  probably  “  Whitsun  ”  is  a 
corruption  of  this  word  from  which  we 
get  the  term  Whitsun-day  Whitsun¬ 
tide,  equivalent  to  Pentecost-day,  Pen¬ 


tecost-tide.  It  is  always,  with  us,  the 
fiftieth  day  after  Easter,  and  therefore 
always  falls  on  a  Sunday. 

Schaff  (History  of  Apostolic  Church, 
p.  558)  says,  “  These  two  feasts,  Easter 
and  Pentecost,  as  transformed  by 
Christianity  into  the  feasts  of  the  res¬ 
urrection  of  the  Lord  and  of  the  out¬ 
pouring  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  first  which  were  cele¬ 
brated  by  the  Church.  As  early  as  the 
second  century  we  find  them  univers¬ 
ally  and  without  opposition  observed  ; 
and  this  gives  strong  presumptive  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  existence  in  the  apos¬ 
tolic  age.” 

On  the  first  Christian  Pentecost  day 
the  Christian  Church  was  inaugurated 
by  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  offering  to  the  Lord  of  the  first 
fruits  of  his  regenerating  work.  “As 
on  the  other  feasts,”  says  Luther,  “our 
Lord  God  is  clothed  and  wrapped  in 
His  works,  so  that  thereby  we  may 
learn  his  heart  and  will  towards  us,  this 
present  feast  has  been  ordained  that,  as 
far  as  possible;  we  may  learn  out  of  his 
word  what  God  is  in  himself,  without 
clothing  or  works,  in  the  divine  es¬ 
sence  merely.”  We  give  below,  as 
the  best  possible  comments  on  the  les¬ 
son.  of  the  day,  a  collation  of  Scripture 
passages  bearing  on  the  person  and 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is 
gathered  from  the  “Scripture  Text 
Book  and  Treasury.” 

I.  THE  PERSONALITY  OF  THE  HOLY 
GHOST. 

He  creates  and  gives  life.  Job  33  :  4. 

He  appoints  and  commissions  minis¬ 
ters.  Is.  48 :  16 ;  Acts  13  :  2  ;  20  :  28. 

He  directs  ministers  where  to  preach. 
Acts  8  :  29;  10:  19,  20. 

He  directs  ministers  where  not  to 
preach.  Acts  16  :  6,  7. 

He  instructs  ministers  what  to  preach. 

1  Cor.  2:13. 

He  spoke  in,  and  by,  the  prophets. 
Acts  x:  16;  1  Pet.  1:  ti,  12;  2  Pet.  1: 
21. 

He  strives  with  sinners.  Gen,  6  :  3. 

He  reproves.  John  16  :  8. 

He  comforts.  Acts  9:  31. 

He  helps  our  infirmities.  Rom.  8  : 
26. 

He  teaches.  John  14:  26;  1  Cor. 
12:  3. 
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He  guides.  John  16:  13. 

He  sanctifies.  Rom.  15:  16;  1  Cor. 

6  :  11. 

He  testifies  of  Christ.  John  15:  26. 
He  glorifies  Christ.  John  16:  14. 

He  has  a  power  of  his  own.  Rom. 

z5:  LT 

He  searches  all  things.  Rom.  11: 
33,  34,  with  1  Cor.  2:  10,  11. 

He  works  according  ta  his  own  will. 

1  Cor.  12:  11. 

He  dwells  with  saints.  John  14: 
17- 

He  can  be  grieved.  Eph.  4:  30. 

He  can  be  vexed.  Isa.  63  :  10. 

He  can  be  resisted.  Acts  7:  51. 

He  can  be  tempted.  Acts  5  :  9. 

II.  I  HE  HOLY  GHOST  IS  GOD. 

As  Jehovah.  Ex.  17:  7,  with  Heb. 
3:  7-9;  Nura.  12:  6,  with  2  Pet.  1:  21. 

As  Jehovah  of  hosts.  Is.  6:  3,  8-10, 
with  Acts  28  :  25. 

As  Jehovah  Most  High.  Ps.  78  : 
17,  21,  with  Acts  7:51. 

Being  invoked  as  Jehovah.  Lk.  2  : 
26-29;  Acts  4:  23-25,  with  Acts  1:  16, 
20  ;  2  Thess.  3:5. 

As  called  God.  Acts  5  :  3,  4. 

As  Eternal.  Heb.  9  :  14. 

As  Omnipresent.  Ps.  139:  7-13. 

As  Omniscient.  1  Cor.  2  :  10. 

As  Omnipotent.  Lk.  1  :  35  ;  Rom. 
15  :  19. 

As  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God. 
1  Pet.  4  :  14. 

As  Creator.  Gen.  1  :  26,  27,  with 
Job  33  :  4- 

As  equal  to,  and  one  with,  the 
Father.  Matt.  28:  19;  2  Cor.  13:  14. 

As  Sovereign  Disposer  of  all  things. 
Dan.  4:  35,  with  1  Cor.  12  :  6,  11. 

As  author  of  the  new  birth.  John 
3:5,6,  with  1  John  5  :  4. 

As  raising  Christ  from  the  dead. 
Acts  2:  24,  with  1  Pet.  3:  18;  Heb. 
13  :  20,  with  Rom.  1  :  4. 

As  inspiring  Scripture.  2  Tim.  3  : 
16,  with  2  Pet.  1  :  21. 

As  the  source  of  wisdom.  1  Cor. 
12:8. 

As  the  source  of  miraculous  power. 
Matt.  12:  28,  with  Lk.  n:  20;  Acts 
19:  11,  with  Rom.  15:  19. 

As  appointing  and  sending  ministers. 
Acts  13:  2,  4,  with  Matt.  9:  38;  Acts 
20  :  28. 


As  directing  where  the  Gospel  should 
be  preached.  Acts  16:  6,  7,  10. 

As  dwelling  in  saints.  John  14:  17, 
with  1  Cor.  14:  25;  1  Cor.  3:  16,  I 
with  1  Cor.  6:19. 

As  Comforter  of  the  Church.  Acts 
9  :  31,  with  2  Cor.  1  :  3. 

As  sanctifying  the  Church.  Ezek. 
37:  28,  with  Rom.  15:  16. 

As  the  Witness.  Heb.  10  :  15,  with 

1  John  5  :  9. 

III.  TITLES  AND  NAMES  OF  THE  HOLY 
GHOST. 

Breath  of  the  Almighty.  Job  33:  4. 
Comforter.  John  14:  16,  26;  John 
15  :  26. 

Eternal  Spirit.  Heb.  9:14. 

Free  Spirit.  Psa.  51  :  12. 

God.  Acts  5  :  3,  4. 

Good  Spirit.  Neh.  9  :  20 ;  Psa.  143: 
10. 

Holy  Spirit.  Psa.  51  :  11  ;  Luke  1 1  : 
T3- 

Holy  Spirit  of  God.  Eph.  4:  30. 
Holy  Spirit  of  Promise.  Eph.  1:13. 
Lord,  The.  2  Thes.  3  :  5. 

Power  of  the  Highest.  Luke  1  :  35. 
Spirit,  The.  Matt.  4:  1;  John  3  : 

6  ;  1  Tim.  4 :  1. 

Spirit  of  the  Lord  God.  Isa.  61  :  1. 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Isa.  11  :  2; 
Acts  5  :  9. 

Spirit  of  God.  Gen.  1  :  2  ;  1  Cor. 

2  :  11. 

Spirit  of  the  Father.  Matt.  10:  20. 
Spirit  of  Christ.  Rom.  8:931  Pet. 

1  :  11. 

Spirit  of  the  Son.  Gal.  4:  6. 

Spirit  of  Life.  Rom.  8:  2. 

Spirit  of  Grace.  Zee.  12:  10. 

Spirit  of  Prophecy.  Rev.  19  :  10. 
Spirit  of  Adoption.  Rom.  8  :  15. 
Spirit  of  Wisdom.  Isa.  11:2;  Eph. 
1:17. 

Spirit  of  Counsel.  Isa  n.  2. 

Spirit  of  Might.  Isa.  11:2. 

Spirit  of  Understanding.  La.  11:2 
Spirit  of  Knowledge.  Isa.  11:2. 
Spirit  of  the  Fear  of  the  Lord.  Isa. 
11:2. 

Spirit  of  Truth.  John  14:  17;  John 
15  :  26 

Spirit  of  Holiness.  Rom  1  :  4. 

Spirit  of  Revelation.  Eph.  1:17. 
Spirit  of  Judgment.  Isa.  4:  4;  Isa. 
28  :  6. 

Spirit  of  Burning.  Isa.  4:  4. 
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Spirit  of  Glory.  1  Pet.  4:  14. 

Seven  Spirits  of  God.  Rev.  1:14. 
Voice  of  the  Lord.  Isa.  6  :  8. 

IV.  THE  GIFT  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

By  the  Father.  Neh.  9  :  20;  Luke 

11:13- 

By  the  Son.  John  20  :  22. 

To  Christ  without  measure.  John 
3  :  34- 
Given. 

According  to  promise.  Acts  2  : 
38,  39- 

Upon  the  exaltation  of  Christ. 
John  14 :  16. 

In  answer  to  prayer.  Luke  1 1  : 

13;  Eph.  1  :  16,  17. 

For  instruction.  Neh.  9  :  20. 

For  comfort  of  saints.  John  14: 
16. 

To  those  who  repent  and  believe. 
Acts  2  :  38. 

To  those  who  obey  God.  Acts  5  : 
32- 

To  the  Gentiles.  Acts  10:  44, 
45  ;  Acts  11  :  17;  Acts  15:8. 

Is  abundant.  Psalm  68  :  9;  John 
7  =  38,  39- 

Is  permanent.  Isa.  59:  21;  Hag. 
2:  5  i  1  Pet-  4:  i4- 
Is  fructifying.  Isa.  32  :  15. 

Received  through  faith.  Gal  3:  14. 
An  evidence  of  union  with  Christ. 
1  John  3:24;  1  John  4.:  13. 

An  earnest  of  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints.  2  Cor.  1  :  22;  2  Cor.  5:5; 
Eph.  1:14. 

A  pledge  of  the  continued  favor  of 
God.  Ezek.  39  :  29. 

V.  MIRACULOUS  GIFTS  OF  THE  HOLY 

GHOST. 

Foretold.  Isa.  35  :  4-6;  Joel  2:  28, 
29. 

Of  different  kinds.  1  Cor.  12  :  4-6. 
Enumerated.  1  Cor.  12  :  8-10,  28. 
Christ  was  endued  with.  Matt.  12  : 
28. 

Poured  out  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
Acts  2  :  1-4. 

Communicated. 

Upon  the  preaching  of  the  gospel. 
Acts  10  :  44-46. 

By  the  laying  on  of  the  Apostles’ 
hands.  Acts  8:  17,  18;  Acts 
19  :  6. 


For  the  confirmation  of  the  gospel. 
Mark  16  :  20;  Acts  14:3;  Rom. 
15  :  19  ;  Heb.  2  :  4. 

For  the  edification  of  the  church. 
1  Cor.  12:7:1  Cor.  14  :  12,  13. 
Dispensed  according  to  his  sovereign 
will.  1  Cor.  12  :  11. 

Were  to  be  sought  after.  1  Cor.  12  : 
3 1 ;  1  Cor.  14:1. 

Temporary  nature  of.  1  Cor.  13  :  8. 
Were  not  to  be — 

Neglected.  1  Tim.  4:14]  2  Tim. 
1  :  6. 

Despised.  1  Thess.  5  :  20. 
Purchased.  Acts  8  :  20. 

Might  be  possessed  without  saving 
grace.  Matt.  7  :  22,  23  ;  1  Cor.  13:1,2. 

Counterfeited  by  Antichrist.  Matt. 
24:24;  2  Thess.  2  :  9  ;  Rev.  13  :  13, 
J4- 

VI.  POWER  OF  THE  HOLY  GHO§T. 

Is  the  power  of  God.  Matt.  12  :  28, 
with  Luke  11  :  20. 

Christ  commenced  his  ministry  in. 
Luke  4:14. 

Christ  wrought  his  miracles  by.  Matt. 

1 2  :  28. 

Exhibited  in 

Creation.  Gen.  1  :  2  ;  Job.  26  : 

13  ;  Psa.  104  :  30. 

The  conception  of  Christ.  Luke 
1  :  35- 

Raising  Christ  from  the  dead.  1 
Pet.  3  :  18. 

Giving  spiritual  life.  Ezek.  37  : 

11-14,  with  Rom.  8:  11. 
Working  miracles.  Rom.  15:  19. 
Making  the  gospel  efficacious.  1 
Cor.  2:451  The.  1  :  5 
Overcoming  all  difficulties.  Zee. 
4  :  6,  7. 

Promised  by  the  Father.  Luke  24:  49. 
Promised  By  Christ.  Acts  1  :  8. 
Saints. 

Upheld  by.  Psa.  51  :  12. 
Strengthened  by.  Eph.  3:16. 
Enabled  to  speak  the  truth  boldly 
by.  Mic.  3:8;  Acts  6  :  5,  10  . 
Helped  in  prayer  by.  Rom.  8  : 

26  ;  2  Tim.  1  :  7,  8. 

Abound  in  hope  by.  Rom.  15  :  13. 
Qualified  ministers.  Luke  24:  49; 
Acts  1  :  8,  9. 

God’s  word  the  instrument  of.  Eph. 
6 :  17. 
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VII. '  WITNESS  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

Is  truth  i  John  5  :  6. 

To  be  implicitly  received.  1  John  j 
5  :  6,  9. 

Borne  to  Christ. 

As  Messiah.  Luke  3  :  22,  with  [ 
John  1  :  32,  33 

As  coming  to  redeem  and  sanctify. 

1  John  5  :  6. 

As  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and 
Saviour  to  give  repentance,  &c.  I 
Acts  5:31,  32. 

As  perfecting  saints.  Heb.  10  :  j 
14,  15. 

As  foretold  by  himself.  John  15  :  j 
26. 

In  heaven.  1  John  5  :  7,  ir. 

On  earth.  1  John  5  :  8. 

The  first  preaching  of  the  gospel  con¬ 
firmed  by.  Acts  14:3,  with  Heb. 2  :  4. 

The  faithful  preaching  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles  accompanied  by.  1  Cor.  2  :  4 ; 
i  Thes.  1:5. 

Given  to  Saints. 

On  believing.  Acts  15:8. 

To  testitify  to  them  of  Christ. 
John  15  :  26. 

As  an  evidence  of  adoption.  Rom. 

8  :  16. 

As  an  evidence  of  Christ  in  them. 

1  John  3  :  24. 

As  an  evidence  of  God  in  them. 

1  John  4:  13. 

Borne  against  all  unbelievers.  Neh. 
9  :  30  ;  Acts  28:  25-27. 

VIII.  EMBLEMS  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

Water. 

John.  3:5  John  7:38,  39. 

Cleansing.  Ezek.  16:9.  Ezek.  36  : 
25.  Eph.  5  :  26.  Heb.  10  :  22. 

Fertilizing.  Psa.  1  :  3.  Isa.  27  :  3,  6. 
Isa.  44:3,  4.  Isa.  58  :  11. 

liefreshing.  Psa.  46  :  4.  Isa.  41  :  17, 
18. 

Abundant.  John  7:37,  38. 

Freely  given.  Isa.  55  :  1.  John  4:  14. 
Rev.  22  :  1 7 . 

Fire.  Matt.  3:11. 

Purifying.  Isa.  4:  4.  Mai.  34  2,  3. 
Illuminating.  Exo.  13:21.  Psa.  78: 
14. 

Searching.  Zeph.  1:12,  with  1  Cor. 
2:10 

Wind.  Song  of  Sol.  14  :  16. 
Independent.  John  3:8  1  Cor.  12  : 
11. 


Powerful.  1  Kin.  19:11,  with  Acts 

2  :  2. 

Sensible  in  its  effects.  John  3  :  8. 
Reviving.  Ezek.  37  :  9,  10,  14. 

Oil.  Psa.  45  :  7. 

Healing.  Isa.  1 :  6.  Luke  10:  34.  Rev. 
3:18. 

Comforting.  Isa.  61:3.  Heb.  1  :  9. 
Illuminating.  Zech.  4:  2,  3,  11-14. 
Matt.  25  :  3,  4.  1  John  2  :  20,  27. 

Consecrating.  Exo.  29:7 .  Exo.  30: 
30.  Isa.  61  : 1. 

Rain  and  Dew.  Psa.  72:6. 
Fertilizing.  Exo.  34:  26,  27.  Hos.  6: 
3.  Hos.  10:  12.  Hos.  14:5. 

Refreshing.  Psa.  68:9.  Isa.  18:4. 
Abundant.  Psa.  133:3. 
Imperceptible.  2  Sam.  17:  12,  with 
Mar.  4  :  26-28. 

A  Dove.  Matt.  3:16. 

Gentle.  Matt.  10:  16,  with  Gal.  5  : 
22. 

A  Voice.  Isa.  6  :  8. 

Speaking.  Matt.  10  :  20. 

Guiding.  Isa.  30:  21,  with  John  16: 
!3- 

Warning.  Heb.  3:7-11. 

A  Seal.  Rev.  7:2. 
Impressing.  Job  38  :  14,  with  2  Cor. 

3  :  r8. 

Securing.  Eph.  1  :  13,  14.  Eph.  4: 
30- 

Authenticating.  John  6:27.  2  Cor.  1: 
22 

Cloven  Tongues.  Acts  2:3,  6-1 1. 


THE  MARRIAGE  FEAST. 

May  23.  Matlf.  xxii.  1-14. 

Draw  a  table  spread  with  choice  viands, 
Above  the  top  of  table  write,  in  a  semicircular 
form,  “  Come  !  All  are  welcome  /” 


XVI  otive  of  the 
J&,  11  Invited 
B.  ich  Host 

T||P  oyal  Marriage  FEAST 
1  IlL  ^  nvitation  Rejected 
Ji.  n  Angry  King 
G  athered  Guests 
E  jected  One. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON. 

On  the  morning  after  Jesus’  tri¬ 
umphal  entry  into  Jerusalem  he  was 
met  by  a  commission  of  distinguished 
men  from  the  great  council  of  the 
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nation,  who  demanded  of  him  his  au¬ 
thority  for  the  words  and  deeds  of  the 
previous  day.  He  had  entered  Jerusa 
lem  as  its  King.  The  whole  city  had 


is  the  Gospel  dispensation,  the  church 
of  which  Christ  is  head,  the  spiritual 
kingdom  of  which  God  is  king.  It  is 
the  dominion  of  God  as  considered  in 


been  stirred  with  powerful  excitement  relation  to  his  saints.  It  has  power, 
by  the  crowd  that  followed  him,  and  !  but  it  is  spiritual  power.  It  is  in  the 
the  hosannahs  that  greeted  him.  He  j  world,  but  it  is  not  of  it.  It  is  among 
had  cast  out  of  the  temple  the  greedy  other  kingdoms,  but  not  like  them.  It 
traffickers  who  turned  his  house  into  a  pervades  them  all  as  the  atmosphere 
den  of  thieves.  He  had  healed  all  who  [  pervades  them,  and,  like  it,  is  known 
came  to  him  ;  and  he  had  taught  the  \  by  the  health  it  brings  and  the  fra- 


crowd,  that  thronged  round  him  and 
hung  on  his  lips,  the  truths  of  his  King¬ 
dom  with  such  holy  simplicity,  and  in 


grance  it  imparts.  It  is  equally  at  home 
in  the  palace  of  the  king  and  the  cot¬ 
tage  of  the  poor.  It  may  be  found 


such  burning  words,  that  they  were  j  amid  the  splendors  of  empires  and 
astonished  at  his  doctrine.  The  San-  j  among  the  simpler  forms  of  republics, 
hedrim  determined  that  these  things  j  Its  administration  is  entrusted  to  the 
could  not  be  allowed  to  go  on,  that  the  j  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  its  head. 


entire  work  must  be  suppressed,  or  the 
whole  world  would  go  after  him.  The 
multitude  crowded  around  him  with 
enthusiasm,  and  heard  his  glorious  and 


He  is  its  king.  Is  like  unto  a  cer¬ 
tain  king.  The  same  thing  will  take 
place  in  the  administration  of  this 
kingdom  as  occurred  in  the  experience 


healing  truths  with  joy ;  but  the  scribes  j  of  a  king  who  made  a  marriage  for 
and  Pharisees,  the  leading  professors  '  his  son.  God  as  king  spreads  the 
of  religion  of  the  day,  with  scowling  j  feast  of  the  Gospel,  in  which  he  pro¬ 
brows  and  flashing  eyes,  grumbled  and  j  vides  a  variety  of  blessings,  pardon, 
found  fault.  The  professed  teachers  j  holiness  and  unbounded  joy  and  hap- 
of  God’s  word,  while  they  affected  to  !  piness  for  the  future.  Those  who  ac- 
expound  and  apply  the  divine  law,  were  i  cept  these  provisions,  ample  enough 
fighting  against  the  truth,  and  scowl-  for  all,  are  brought  into  the  most  inti- 


ing  at  him  of  whom  Moses  said: 
“Him  shall  ye  hear  in  all  things.” 
These  servants  of  God  were  angry  be- 


mate  relationship  with  his  Son,  who  is 
here  represented  as  the  bridegroom. 
They  are  raised  up  by  Christ  to  the 


cause  sinners  were  turning  to  Christ  I  enjoyment  of  his  own  rank  and  inher- 
and  all  classes  were  owning  and  ac- 1  itance.  “Joint  heirs  with  Christ.” 
knowledging  his  divine  nature.  But  J  “Shall  sit  with  me  on  my  throne.” 

God  makes  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  The  First  Bidden, 

him.  The  murmurings  of  these  proud  Terse  3.  To  call  them  that  were 
and  unreasonable  men,  the  conclusion  bidden  to  the  wedding.  This  evi- 
of  the  Sanhedrim  to  violently  suppress  J  dently  refers  to  the  Jews.  The  great 
his  work,  and  the  question  propounded  |  King  had  made  known  to  them  his  in¬ 
to  him  for  this  purpose  by  the  commis-  j  tention  of  providing  a  marriage  sup- 
sion,  “By  what  authority  doest  thou  |  per  in  honor  of  his  Son.  From  the 
these  things,  and  who  gave  thee  this  ;  days  of  Abraham  the  preparations  for 
authority?”  call  out  from  Jesus  the  this  festival  had  been  going  on,  and 
three  parables  which  the  Evangelist  the  King  had  given  them  abundant  in- 
has  grouped  together  in  the  xxi.  and  i  timation  that  when  the  preparations 
xxii.  chapters  of  this  gospel.  Thus  from  were  completed  they  would  be  hon- 
the  selfishness  and  narrowness  and  hy-  ored  as  his  guests.  Now,  when  the 
pocrisy  of  these  bigots,  Christ  brings  |  fullness  of  time  had  come,  and  all 
forth  truths,  and  illustration  of  truths,  i  things  were  ready,  he  sent  his  ser- 
which  have  been  a  warning  to  all  hypo-  vants  to  summon  them,  but  they  would. 
crites  from  that  day  to  this.  The  para-  not  come.  The  feast,  perhaps,  did  not 
ble  in  this  lesson  is  the  third  one  of  the  suit  them.  They  were  Abraham’s 


group,  and  is  called — 

The  Marriage  of  the  King’s  Son. 


children.  They  held  Moses’  law. 
They  were  God’s  peculiar  people. 


Terse  2.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  1  They  counted  that  God  was  under 


I52 


THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


obligations  to  favor  them.  But  this 
was  a  call  to  repentance  for  sin,  faith 
toward  God,  holiness  of  life,  and  spir¬ 
ituality  of  heart.  They  were  uncon¬ 
scious  of  any  such  wants,  and  therefore 
when  summoned  to  a  higher  life  of 
piety,  and  to  a  truer  religion  in  Christ, 
they  would  not  come. 

Verse  4.  Again  he  sent  forth 
other  servants.  Those  first  sent  are 
supposed  to  represent  the  ministry  of 
the  Lord  himself,  together  with  that  of 
the  Apostles  and  the  seventy  disciples 
whom  he  sent  out  to  preach  that  the 
Gospel  kingdom  was  just  at  hand. 
Those  now  sent  with  the  more  specific 
and  more  urgent  message,  were  the 
Apostles,  who,  after  the  crucifixion  and 
ascension  of  Christ,  and  the  outpouring 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  pressed  upon  the 
Jews  the  acceptance  of  this  invitation. 
Behold  I  have  prepared  my  dinner. 
At  a  cost  -of  suffering,  and  an  amount 
of  anguish  of  which  we  can  form  no 
conception,  the  banquet  has  been  pre¬ 
pared.  All  necessary  sacrifices  have 
been  made,  and  the  feast  of  the  Gospel, 
complete  in  Christ,  is  spread.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  life  and  death  of  Christ, 
ALL  THINGS  ARE  READY.  In  these 
words  is  the  answer  to  many  an  anxious 
question,  which  had  broken  from  the 
troubled  heart  of  humanity  for  four 
thousand  years.  It  is  the  top  stone 
put  upon  the  wonderful  fabric  of 
almighty  grace.  It  gathers  around 
itself  all  that  is  loving  in  God’s  deal¬ 
ings  with  man  in  the  past,  and  all  that 
faith  and  hope  see  of  glory  in  the 
future.  It  carries  with  it  the  assurance 
of  an  abundant  supply  of  everything 
needed  for  the  maintenance  of  spiritual 
life  here,  and* of  a  solid  foundation  of 
unbounded  joy  and  happiness  here¬ 
after.  How  earnest  the  King  is  that 
those  who  were  bidden  should  come 
to  the  Marriage  Supper.  He  is  earnest 
for  their  sakes.  He  would  have  them 
come  into  this  indescribable  bliss.  It 
is  his  love,  his  sympathy,  his  goodness, 
that  makes  him  so  urgent. 

Verses  5  and  0.  But  they  made 
light  of  it.  The  more  importunate 
the  sympathy  and  kindness  of  the 
King,  the  more  contemptuous  the 
mockery  of  these  ungrateful  subjects. 
The  claims  of  their  Sovereign  upon 


their  presence  were  so  well  founded, 
that  they  could  not  ignore  them.  They 
at  most,  perhaps,  only  postponed  them, 
or  neglected  them  till  they  had  attended 
to  some  other  things  which  seemed 
to  them  of  more  immediate  import¬ 
ance;  their  worldly  avocations  engage 
all  their  attention  ;  they  have  no  time 
to  attend  to  the  message  of  the  great 
King  ;  they  turn  away  from  it,  one  to 
HIS  FARM,  AND  ANOTHER  TO  HIS  MER¬ 
CHANDISE.  Worldliness  was  the  sin 
that  led  them  to  make  light  of  Christ 
and  his  blessings.  Under  the  clamor 
of  worldly  lust,  mercy  and  love  en¬ 
treated  them  in  vain.  That  one  sin 
ruled  their  lives.  It  gave  shape  and 
tone  to  their  characters.  It  dug  a 
“Rubicon”  across  their  path  which 
they  did  not  care  to  pass.  Oh,  the 
power  of  one  sin  !  It  may  be  intem¬ 
perance  ;  it  maybe  licentiousness;  it 
may  be  profanity  ;  it  may  be  the  habit 
of  lying;  it  may  be  the  love  of  gold — 
whatever  it  is,  it  prevents  him  whom  it 
controls  from  waiting  upon  the  King, 
and  from  receiving  the  blessing  of 
Christ’s  redemption.  But  while  the 
greater  number  of  them  made  light  of 
the  summons,  treated  it  with  careless¬ 
ness,  and  turned  their  attention  to 
other  things,  a  remnant,  a  portion  of 
them,  actually  insulted  and  murdered 
the  messengers  who  invited  them — 
THEY  TOOK  HIS  SERVANTS  AND  EN¬ 
TREATED  THEM  SPITEFULLY  AND  SLEW 
them.  They  hated  the  King,  they 
loathed  the  invitation,  and  they  were 
irritated  at  the  urgency  with  which  the 
servants  felt  called  upon  to  press  it 
upon  them ;  and  therefore  they  reviled 
and  abused  them,  persecuted  and  put 
them  to  death. 

Verse  7.  The  King  was  wroth. 
Angry,  displeased  not  only  with  those 
who  had  murdered  his  servants, '  but 
also  with  those  who  had  made  light  of 
his  invitation.  While  the  crime  of  the 
former  was  the  more  cruel,  and  their 
guilt  more  aggravated,  they  were  all 
alike  guilty  of  the  crime  of  despising 
the  king’s  invitation  and  pouring  con¬ 
tempt  upon  his  authority.  He  there¬ 
fore  SENT  HIS  ARMIES  AND  DESTROYED 
THOSE  MURDERERS  AND  BURNED  UP 

their  city.  This  is  a  prophecy  of  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem.  This  proph- 


THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


153 


ecy  has  merged  into  history,  and  we 
know  how  fearfully  it  has  been  fulfilled. 
The  Roman  armies  were  the  severe  ex¬ 
ecutioners  of  God’s  wrath  and  judgment 
upon  the  wicked  Jews.  Josephus  tells 
us  that  the  Roman  soldiers  destroyed 
in  the  wars  with  the  Jews  eleven  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  people,  that  they  burned 
the  temple,  and  so  consumed  and  laid 
waste  the  city  that  all  men  conceived 
that  it  could  never  be  built  again. 

Terse  8.  But  they  that  were 

BIDDEN  WERE  NOT  WORTHY.  They 
would  not  receive  the  Gospel ;  they 
would  not  repent  of  their  sins  ;  they 
would  not  believe  in  Jesus  ;  they  made 
light  of  the  invitation,  out  of  love  to 
their  secular  business  ;  and  they  treated 
unkindly  and  cruelly  the  servants  sent 
to  summon  them  to  the  banquet. 
These  are  the  indications  given  by 
Christ  to  his  apostles  when  he  sent 
them  forth  to  preach  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house 
of  Israel,  by  which  they  might  know 
who  were  not  worthy.  See  Matt.  x. 
n,  13,  14,  and  also  verses  37  and  38. 

Those  afterwards  Bidden. 

Verse  9.  Go  ye  therefore  into  the 
highways,  the  public  places  of  resort, 
wherever  the  people  are  to  be  found, 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  city,  into  the 
highways  of  the  world,  and  as  many  as 

YE  SHALL  FIND  BRING  TO  THE  MARRIAGE. 
Call  all  men  indiscriminately.  The 
Jews,  from  various  motives  doubtless, 
but  all  alike  and  in  common,  refused 
the  true  religion  in  Christ  Jesus  and 
all  its  benefits  Yet,  nevertheless,  the 
marriage  supper  shall  be  served  with 
guests.  The  Gentiles  shall  have  what 
the  Jews  rejected.  Others  shall  inherit 
what  was  promised  to  them.  Seeing 
that  those  to  whom  the  offer  was  first 
made  judged  themselves  unworthy,  the 
King  commanded  his  servants  to  turn 
to  the  Gentiles. 

Verse  10.  The  servants  did  as  they 
were  instructed.  They  gathered  to 
gether  all  as  many  as  they  found 
They  no  longer  invite  the  few.  All 
are  included  in  the  proffer  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  now  riiade.  The  King  has  made 
ample  provision  for  every  one,  and  his 
benevolent  disposition  makes  him  earn¬ 
estly  solicitous  that  the  wedding  feast 
be  furnished  with  guests.  But  he  en¬ 


forces  attendance  upon  no  one.  He 
employs  no  compulsory  measures  to 
secure  the  salvation  of  men,  but  leaves 
them  perfectly  at  liberty  either  to  em¬ 
brace  or  neglect  it.  The  bringing  in 
of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  casting  off  of 
the  Jews,  turned  on  one  and  the  same 
thing— the  question  of  accepting  or  not 
accepting.  The  one  accepted,  and  was 
blessed  ;  the  other  refused  to  accept, 
and  was  lost.  That  constitutes  the  dif¬ 
ference.  All  as  many  as  they  found, 
joyfully  accepted  the  invitation,  or  they 
would  not  have  been  gathered  together. 
Both  bad  and  good.  The  offer  of  the 
Gospel  is  to  every  living  man.  It  de¬ 
clares,  that  for  the  sake  of  what  Jesus 
has  done,  God  is  willing  to  receive 
every  man  as  joyfully  as  if  he  had  never 
sinned  at  all.  Men  are  saved,  not  on 
account  of  what  they  have  done  or  can 
do,  but  on  account  of  what  Christ  has 
done.  The  best  man  that  ever  lived, 
out  of  Christ  will  be  rejected.  The 
worst  man,  trusting  in  the  finished  work 
of  God’s  dear  Son,  will  be  saved.  The 
j  servants  were  not  sent,  therefore,  to 
j  exhort  men  to  build  up  a  good  charac¬ 
ter,  and  a  reputation  for  moral  worth 
|  among  their  fellow  men,  and  then  in- 
!  vite  them  to  come  to  the  feast.  But 
they  were  to  go  to  all  fallen  human 
j  kind,  without  respect  of  persons  or 
j  character  ;  to  the  drunkard,  the  swearer, 
the  Sabbath  breaker,  the  man  who  has 
outraged  all  the  decencies  of  life,  the 
man  who  has  written  all  over  his  moral 
character  that  he  is  a  child  of  wrath  ;  to 
J  the  bad  and  the  good  ;  and  bid  them 
!  come  to  the  Saviour  just  as  they  are, 
that  they  may  be  cleansed  from  their 
j  sins,  and  receive  everything  needed  to 
the  maintenance  of  spiritual  life  in  the 
future. 

And  the  wedding  was  furnished 
with  guests.  While  those  who  were 
first  called  made  light  of  the  invita¬ 
tion,  turned  their  backs  to  it,  and 
counted  themselves  unworthy  of  eternal 
life,  the  children  of  ignorance  and  vice 
heard  the  glad  tidings,  and  accepted 
the  invitation.  The  purposes  of  the 
King  are  not  thwarted.  He  is  not 
compelled  to  abandon  the  idea  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  supper  for  want  of  guests.  They 
are  secured,  and  the  feast  came  to  its 
full  consummation. 
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The  Presumptuous  Guest. 

Verse  11.  And  when  the  king  came 
in  to  see  the  guests.  These  guests 
had  been  invited  indiscriminately. 
This  fact  was  pungently  disagreeable 
to  Jewish  conceit  and  pride.  Their 
Pharisaic  legality  revolted  with  horror 
against  it  as  destructive  of  all  virtue 
and  as  opening  the  gate  to  lawlessness 
and  anarchy.  And  even  in  this  day 
many  fear  that  it  must  have  a  tendency 
to  encourage  men  in  sin,  and  that  it 
must  be  dangerous  to  the  interests  of 
morality,  to  go  to  all  men,  whatever 
their  character,  and  tell  them  that  they 
have  nothing  left  for  them  to  do,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  saved,  but  to  believe  in  Jesus  j 
with  their  whole  hearts.  To  meet  this  I 
objection,  and  to  remove  this  fear, 
Christ  teaches,  in  what  remains  of  this 
parable,  that  the  doctrine  of  righteous¬ 
ness  and  judgment  pervades  also  this 
new  economy  of  grace.  The  fact  that  ; 
Christ  has  wrought  out  our  salvation, 
and  proffers  it  to  all  who  will  accept  it, 
does  not  render  unnecessary  holiness  of 
heart  and  purity  of  life.  There  is  such 
a  thing  as  thrusting  one’s  self  into  the 
company  ot  guests  in  his  own  rags  3  a 
mere  nominal  and  pretended  accept¬ 
ance.  A  man  may  talk  of  his  faith,  and 
of  the  peace  which  that  faith  gives  him, 
while  all  the  time  the  love  of  sin,  in  its 
unbroken  power,  is  reigning  in  the  soul,  j 
But  that  is  an  unholy  perversion  of  the 
most  glorious  of  all  truths.  It  is  hold¬ 
ing  the  truth  in  unrighteousness,  and 
turning  the  grace  ot  God  into  lascivi¬ 
ousness.  It  is  sinning  because  grace 
abounds,  and  making  the  blood  of 
Christ  the  minister  of  sin.  Some¬ 
thing  more,  therefore,  is  necessary  | 
than  mere  appearance,  profession  or 
form,  and  that  is  Christian  character.  ! 
He  who  makes  anything  else  a  substi-  i 
tute  for  Christian  character  will  find 
himself,  in  that  day  when  the  king  shall 
come  to  inspect  and  examine  his  loyal 
subjects,  in  the  condition  of  the  man  j 
who  came  to  the  feast  without  pro¬ 
viding  or  accepting  the  wedding  gar¬ 
ment.  Either  the  king  provided  the 
wedding  garment  tor  all,  as  was  some¬ 
times  done,  or  it  was  well  understood 
that  none  could  come  without.  Whether 
provided  by  the  king  or  the  guest  | 
himself,  the  commonest  courtesy  re¬ 


quired  that  it  be  worn.  To  be  without 
it  showed  disrespect  for  the  king  and 
contempt  for  the  feast.  He  saw  there 
a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding 
garment.  It  is  impossible  to  deceive  the 
eye  of  the  great  King.  He  immediately 
detects  the  presence  of  the  rude  pre¬ 
sumptuous  guest.  We  are  prone  to  hide 
ourselves  behind  the  multitude,  and 
seem  to  imagine  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  answering  in  common  for  our 
conduct,  and  screening  ourselves  from 
blame  and  condemnation  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  those  in  whose  company  we 
are  found.  The  King’s  immediate 
notice  of  the  intruding  hypocrite, 
among  the  multitudes  assembled  at  the 
marriage  supper,  warns  us  that  every 
act  of  our  lives  will  receive  as  minute 
an  investigation  as  if  we  alone  occupied 
the  undivided  attention  of  the  Judge. 
He  said,  Friend,  how  camest  thou  in 

HITHER  NOT  HAVING  A  WEDDING  GAR¬ 
MENT.  .  .  .  He  was  speechless.  He  had 
no  excuse.  His  mouth  was  stopped. 
He  was  guilty  before  God.  The  Wed¬ 
ding  garment  represents  Christian 
character  based  on  the  bls&fej  and 
righteousness  of  Christ. 

Verse  18.  Then  at  the  command  of 
the  King  this  intruding  guest,  destitute 
of  that  holiness  without  which  it'  is  im¬ 
possible  to  see  God,  is  cast  forth  into 
outer  darkness,  where  there  shall  be 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  All 
hypocrites  must  perish.  They  live  un¬ 
der  the  light,  and  enjoy  the  liberty  of 
the  Gospel,  but  do  not  walk  according 
to  its  precepts,  and  their  punishment 
will  be  deplorably  sad  and  unutterably 
doleful. 

Verse  14.  For  many  are  called, 
but  FEW  are  chosen.  This  seems  to  be 
the  inference  drawn  by  the  Lord  from 
the  parable  he  had  just  related.  And 
He  utters  it  as  a  warning  not  only  to 
the  Jews,  but  to  the  Gentiles  and  to  us. 
The  proffer  of  forgiveness,  holiness 
and  eternal  happiness,  is  made  to  all. 
If  they  accept  the  offer  thus  made  they 
are  blessed,  but  if  they  reject  it  they 
are  lost.  The  teaching  of  our  Lord 
here  seems  to  be  that,  of  the  multitude 
of  those  who  are  called  by  the  Gospel 
unto  holiness  and  obedience,  few,  com¬ 
paratively  few,  obey  the  call  and  are 
saved.  It  is,  however,  their  own  fault. 
It  all  turns  on  whether  men  accept  or  not. 
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THE  JUDGMENT. 

May  30.  Matt.  xxv.  31-46. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  LESSON, 


In  the  second  article  of  the  Creed 
we  say,  “From  thence  He  shall  come 
to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.’’  The 
authority  for  such  belief  is  found  in 
this  passage,  among  others,  which  forms 
our  lesson.  Our  Lord  himself,  before 
his  departure  from  this  world  and  as¬ 
cension  to  “  the  right  hand  of  God  the 
Father  Almighty,’’  gave  to  his  disci¬ 
ples  a  miniature  picture  of  the  judgment 
of  the  last  great  day.  He  was  si' ting 
on  the  side  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  in 
view  of  the  city  and  temple,  and,  in 
answer  to  a  very  comprehensive  ques¬ 
tion,  or  series  of  questions,  propounded 
by  Pejter,  James,  John,  and  Andrew, 
(Mark  xiii.  3,  4  ;  Matt.  xxiv.  3),  spake 
the  words  recorded  in  Matt.  xxiv.  and 
xxv.  The  time  was  Wednesday  of 
Passion  Week,  two  days  before  the  cru¬ 
cifixion.  Our  lesson,  therefore,  has 
something  of  the  force  of  last  words 
As  a  matter  of  course  the  account  is 
very  concise,  many  things  of  that 
coming  time  not  being  touched  upon 
here  at  all.  Without  troubling  our¬ 
selves  about  what  may  or  may  not  take 


place  in  connection  with  what  we  are 
here  told,  let  us  attend  to  the  all-im¬ 
portant  points  here  given  us  Let  us, 
too,  remember  that  the  wording  of 
this  picture  is  such  as  we  can  under¬ 
stand,  giving  us  data  enough  to  act 
upon  ! 

Opening  Scene. 

VerseBl.  When.  We  need  not  turn 
this  into  an  interrogative  ;  for,  “  Of 
that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man” 
(xxiv.  36).  However  it  will  be  at  the 
end  of  the  world  or  age  (xxiv.  3), 
called  the  last  day  (John  xi.  24),  and 
after  the  resurrection  (comp.  Rev.  xx. 
11-15),  or,  at  least,  taking  in  the  res¬ 
urrection  as  accompanying  its  begin- 
j  ning.  However  unknown  to  man 
I  (1  Thess.  v.  2  ;  2  Pet.  iii.  10),  that  day 
j  has  been  appointed  in  the  counsels  of 
God  (Acts  xvii.  31  ;  Rom.  ii.  16). 
i  The  Son  of  man.  So  he  sp-  aks  of 
himself.  He  had  already  said  (John 
j  v.  22),  “  For  the  Father  judgeth  no 
I  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment 
unto  the  Son  yet  it  is  a  distinction 
of  God  that  he  is  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  ;  the  setting,  therefore,  of  the 
Son  upon  the  throne  of  judgment  shows 
him  to  be  God  !  Yet,  while  in  his  hu¬ 
miliation  the  Son  judged  no  man 
(John  viii.  15);  the  time  for  judgment 
had  not  yet  come,  the  harvest  was  not 
yet  ripe  (see  Lesson  III  of  this  Quarter, 
verses  30,  39-43),  but  that  time  was 
one  of  the  coming  certainties.  He 
who  came  in  lowliness,  having  emptied 
[  himself  of  the  glory  which  he  had  with 
j  the  Father  before  the  world  was  (John 
xvii.  5,  with  Phil.  ii.  6-8),  shall  come 
|  in  his  glory  next  time;  then  it  was  to 
!  make  atonement,  next  time  it  will  be 
to  judge  the  world.  On  the  one 
j  hand,  what  a  joy  to  believers  that  the 
!  Judge  will  be  their  elder  brother, 
(comp.  Rom.  viii.  34);  and  on  the 
j  other,  what  a  cause  of  alarm  to  unbe- 
1  lievers  that  it  will  be  the  Christ  whom 
they  rejected  (Rev.  i.  7).  Besides  the 
|  glory  of  his  person,  there  will  be  that 
of  his  retinue — all  the  holy  angels 
with  him  :  what  a  glorious  company  ! 
The  angels  are  God’s  ministers;  Ps. 
ciii.  20  ;  Heb.  i.  14;  Matt.  xiii.  39,  41. 
There  will  also  be  a  glorious  judgment 
seat — then  shall  he  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  his  glory.  He  sits  a  King, 
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and  Lord  of  all.  See  vs.  34  and  40,  be¬ 
low.  C  ompare  John  xviii.  33-37.  All 
thrones  must  give  account  before  this 
one. 

Verse  32.  Before  him  shall  be 

GATHERED  ALL  (THE)  NATIONS  ©f  the 
earth,  that  is,  all  people  that  have  ever 
lived  on  the  earth.  “  We  must  all  ap 
pear  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ”  fRom.  xiv.  10;  2  Cor.  v.  10). 
“  It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to 
die,  but  after  this  the  judgment”  (Heb. 
ix.  27). 

The  Separation. 

And  he  shall  separate  them.  Hith¬ 
erto  they  had  grown  up  and  lived  to¬ 
gether,  near  as  the  chaff  to  the  grain 
or  the  tares  among  the  wheat.  But 
then  will  come  the  separation  time, 
and  such  separation  precedes  the  pro¬ 
nunciation  of  judgment.  One  from 
another.  The  separation  and  judg¬ 
ment  will  be  individual.  The  nations 
as  such  can  have  their  judgment  only 
in  this  world,  and  while  they  last.  The 
Saviour  uses  an  illustration  by  compar¬ 
ison — AS  A  SHEPHERD  DIVIDETH  HIS  (or, 

the )  sheep  from  the  goats.  Jesus  had 
before  compared  himself  to  a  shepherd, 
and  enlarged  upon  his  relations  to  man¬ 
kind  as  thus  set  forth.  See  John  x. 
The  writer  to  the  Hebrews  calls  him 
(xiii.  20)  “  that  great  Shepherd  of  the 
sheep,’’  and  Peter  calls  him  “  the 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls’’ 
(x  Pet.ii.  25),  and  “the  chief  Shepherd’’ 
(1  Pet.  v.  4).  Goats  and  sheep  are  in 
general  points  much  alike,  but  in  char¬ 
acteristics  and  habits  quite  different, 
and  were  usually  separated  from  one 
another. 

Verse  33.  The  sheep.  Called,  in 
ver.  37,  “the  righteous.’’  On  his 
right  hand.  The  place  of  preferment 
and  approbation.  On  the  left,  by 
contrast  and  opposition,  he  shall  set 
the  goats,  the  unrighteous. 

Vei'ses  34-36.  Then  shall  the 
King  say.  Yes;  tiuly  he  appears  as 
King  ;  his  say-^o  is  law  ;  and  Pilate 
and  Herod,  chief  priests  and  all,  will 
take  their  place  as  he  bids.  How 
things  will  be  reversed  from  what  they 
once  were  !  Notice,  too,  that  the  as¬ 
sembled  univeise  is  here  not  for  trial, 
but  for  sentence  ;  it  is  the  judgment : 
their  trial  time  was  during  their  mortal 


life.  Come.  As  the  meek  and  lowly 
had  spoken  that  sweet  word  to  all  the 
weary  and  oppressed  by  sin  (Matt.  xi. 
28-30),  and  it  had  been  long  reechoed 
by  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  (Rev.  xxii. 
17),  so  now  the  glorious-King  says  it  to 
those  who  before  obeyed,  inviting  them 
to  the  consummation  of  their  hopes 
and  to  the  fullness  of  joy.  Ye  blessed 
of  my  Father.  Blessed  with  salvation  ; 
saved  by  grace  ;  made  sons  ( John  i.12). 
As  such,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  FOR  YOU  FROM  THE  FOUNDATION 
of  the  world.  Here  we  have  God’s 
eternal  purpose  of  mercy  toward  all 
who  would  accept  it,  referred  to.  His 
thoughts  have  been  thoughts  of  peace 
and  not  of  evil,  to  give  us  an  expected 
(desired)  end.  (Jer.  xxix  11).  Mean¬ 
while  he  was  preparing  his  own,  by  the 
discipline  of  life,  for  the  Kingdom  pre¬ 
pared,  and  now  welcomes  them  to  it. 
The  Kingdom  of  God  had  come  nigh  to 
them  before,  now  they  come  into  it  ! 

For  gives  a  reason  why  those  on  the 
right  hand  were  thus  favored,  not  a 
ground  of  merit  whereby  they  could 
claim  anything.  The  reason  is  their 
character ;  they  loved,  sympathized 
with,  and  served  Jesus  the  Christ. 
Notice  that  it  is  their  attitude  toward 
him  that  distinguishes  them.  “  What 
think  ye  of  Christ  ?”  Man’s  immortal 
destinies  are  dependent  on  the  answer 
their  lives  make  to  that  question. 
Huebner  observes  that  “  The  acts  of 
love  here  named  are  not  such  as  re¬ 
quire  merely  an  outlay  of  money,  but 
such  as  involve  also  the  sacrifice  of 
time,  strength,  rest,  comfort,”  &c. 
Notice  that  they  all  involve  the  service 
of  love ,  and  are  representative  of  all 
possible  and  needful  acts  of  that  kind. 
In  different  countries  and  times  the 
forms  of  such  service  may  vary,  but  its 
nature  remains  everywhere  the  same. 
It  has  been  remarked  that  the  first  or¬ 
ganized  effort  to  provide  for  such  hos¬ 
pitalities  as  are  here  noted,  was  made 
by  the  Christian  Church. 

Verses  37-39.  Then  shall  the 
righteous — the  justified,  whose  posi¬ 
tion  of  approbation  has  already  de¬ 
clared  them  to  be  such — answer  him, 
saying,  Lord,  when  did  we  do  all 
this?  Here  is  beautifully  set  forth  the 
unconsciousness  of  theirsuperior  charac- 
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ter.  Love  “seeketh  not  her  own,vaunt- 
eth  not  herself,  is  not  puffed  up.”  This 
is  the  language  of  true  humility,  and  j 
gladsurprise  that  the  Judge’sestimate  of; 
their  character,  as  evinced  by  their  i 
acts,  was  higher  than  their  own  !  They  j 
had  known  their  weakness  and  sinful- 1 
ness  ;  Jesus,  knowing  this  too,  had  also 
known  and  loved  the  new  life  which 
had  been  growing  up,  as  unconsciously 
as  the  physical  life,  and  bearing  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit. 

Terse  40.  The  question  of  the 
righteous  blessed  had  its  force  in  the 
pronoun  thee — When  saw  we  thee? 
&c.  The  answer  of  the  King  is  with  a 
verily,  as  when  he  used  to  utter  mighty 
truths  during  his  humiliation,  and  says, 
Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  {did')  it 

TO  ONE  OF  THE  LEAST  OF  THESE  MY 
brethren  (or  to  one  of  these  my  breth¬ 
ren,  the  least  of  them),  ye  have  done 
{did)  it  TO  ME.  Who  are  his  brethren  ? 
See  Matt.  xii.  48-50.  The  household 
of  God  are  the  saints  (Eph.  ii.  19), 
called  also  the  household  of  faith  (Gal. 
vi.  10),  the  only-begotten  Son  being 
the  Elder  Brother.  “  What  a  comfort 
is  this,  that  our  own  Brother  shall  judge 
us,  who  is  much  more  compassionate 
than  any  Joseph.  What  an  honor  that 
Christ  calls  us  his  brethren  !  What  an 
obligation  is  such  a  dignity  to  all  pos¬ 
sible  duty,  that  we  stain  not  our  kin¬ 
dred  !”  {Trapp.)  What  we  do  to  the 
brethren  is  done  to  Christ. 

Terse  41.  Another  sentence  remains 
to  be  pronounced.  It  is  upon  them 
ON  THE  LEFT  HAND.  It  Says,  DEPART 
from  me.  Banishment  from  the  face 
of  Jesus,  in  whom  all  goodness  and 
fullness  dwells  !  Truly  'this  itself  is 
hell.  The  judge  calls  them,  Ye  cursed, 
but  does  not  add  of  my  Father,  for  they 
brought  the  curse  upon  themselves. 
There  is  no  blessing  apart  from  Christ. 
But  whither  shall  they  flee  from  his  ' 
presence?  Into  everlasting  fire,  or 
the  fire  which  is  eternal.  We  need  not 
speculate  whether  this  is  physical  fire 
or  not;  only  let  us  keep  out  of  it  !  j 
The  term  seems  to  indicate  a  torment 
that  will  affect  the  body  (raised  from 
the  dead)  as  well  as  the  soul.  What¬ 
ever  and  wherever  it  is,  it  was  pre¬ 
pare  DFOR  THE  DEVIL  AND  HIS  ANGELS, 
that  kept  not  their  first  estate,  but  fell 


from  heaven.  The  one  class  of  man¬ 
kind  go  there  because  they  have  taken 
and  loved  the  side  of  evil,  and  yielded 
themselves  to  God’s  enemies.  There¬ 
fore  they  receive  the  same  portion  with 
them. 

Terses  42  and  43.  The  reason,  with 
them  too,  lies  in  their  character,  which 
is  set  forth  not  so  much  in  what  they 
did  as  in  what  they  did  not  dot  They 
were  selfish ;  they  neglected  Christ ! 
Compare  above  on  verses  34-36. 

Terse  44.  They  too  express  surprise, 
as.  much  self-righteous  as  that  of  the 
righteous  was  humble.  Many  flatter 
themselves  that  if  they  had  other  op¬ 
portunities  than  those  they  have,  they 
would  do  thus  and  so;  but  we  are  to 
be  judged  according  to  our  meeting  of 
the  opportunities  we  actually  have  !  If 
any  one  neglects  these  and  then  says, 
‘‘I  didn’t  think,”  “If  I  had  seen 
Christ  or  known  it  was  he,  I  would  have 
ministered  to  him,”  and  the  like,  he 
really  does  not  know  himself,  and  thinks 
of  himself  more  highly  than  he  ought  to 
think.  Compare  Matt,  xxiii.  29-31. 

“Such  is  the  answer  that  wicked 
hearts  are  now  prepared  to  give  him. 
Jesus  puts  it  into  their  mouths  here  to 
show  of  how  little  worth  it  is  in  the 
trying  time.  What  wicked  man  now 
believes  he  is  deserving  everlasting 
fire?  What  great  hurt  has  he  done? 
How  cruel  it  is;  and  impossible  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  everlasting  company  of 
the  devil  and  his  angels  is  a  fit  destiny 
for  him  !  Christ  shows  in  the  answer 
what  is  his  view  of  the  solemn  matter.” 
(  Whedon.) 

Terse  45.  See  above  on  verse  40. 
Notice  the  test  to  be  the  same.  The 
one  class  met  it,  the  other  did  not. 
“  Did  it,”  on  the  one  hand,  and  “  did 
it  not,’’  on  the  other,  constitute  the 
proofs  of  character.  The  Judge  “  will 
render  to  every  man  according  to  (not 
for)  his  deeds.”  (Rom.  ii.  6.)  Com¬ 
pare  Rev.  xx.  12,  xxii.  12.  Did  it  not 
TO  ONE  OF  THESE,  THE  LEAST?  Then 
did  it  not  to  me  !  “Deeds,”  it  is 
here  seen,  involve  inaction  and  omis¬ 
sion,  as  well  as  manifest  activities  ! 

The  End. 

Terse  4G.  We  have  considered  the 
two  sentences.  Observe  that  there  can 
be  no  evasion  of  them,  and  that  they 
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will  not  be  changed.  These,  Christ- 
less,  selfish  ones  in  the  period  of  proba¬ 
tion,  shall  go  away — ah,  who  can  tell 
from  what  all  of  delight  ! — into  ever¬ 
lasting  punishment — not  a  second 
probation  ;  and  who  can  measure  the 
greatness  of  that  punishment  !  But 
those  whom  God  counts  the  righteous, 
the  justified ,  the  approved,  shall  go  into 
life  eternal,  the  full  realization  of  all 
that  is  involved  in  that  comprehensive 
word  life.  The  words  rendered  “ever¬ 
lasting ’’and  “eternal”  are  expressed 
by  one  and  the  same  word  in  the 
Greek,  and  it  signifies  what  we  ordi¬ 
narily  understand  by  those  terms.  The 
punishment  of  the  one  is  as  lasting  as 
the  life  of  the  other  ! 

Reflections. 

1.  There  are  but  two  classes  in  the 
judgment,  two  characters,  two  sen¬ 
tences,  two  results,  and  equally  lasting. 
There  is  no  middle  ground  or  hope. 

2.  The  separation  is  based  on  char¬ 
acter  as  indicated  in  the  life  before  the 
judgment. 

3  Feelings,  enthusiasm,  profession, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  absence  of  great 
and  crying  crime,  on  the  other,  of 
themselves  pass  for  nothing  in  the 
judgment. 

4.  There  may  be  those  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying  out  to  their  intended 
ends  the  agencies  and  instrumentalities 


of  the  Christian  Church,  who  act  from 
love  of  place,  love  of  excitement,  or 
from  mercenary  motives.  The  deeds 
of  such  are  not  done  for  Christ' s  sake, 
and  do  not  prove  character.  See  i 
Cor.  xiii.  3,  etc. 

5.  True  virtue  never  publishes  it¬ 
self;  it  does  not  even  know  itself.  Its 
transpirations  are  so  free  and  smooth 
and  deep  as  to  escape  the  ear  of  con¬ 
sciousness.  Hence  people  are  gener¬ 
ally  aware  of  their  virtue  in  proportion 
as  they  have  it  not.  We  are  apt  to  es¬ 
timate  the  merit  of  our  good  deeds  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  struggle  we  make  in 
doing  them-;  whereas,  the  greater  our 
virtue,  the  less  we  shall  have  to  strug¬ 
gle  in  order  to  do  them,  and  it  is  pure¬ 
ly  the  weakness  and  imperfection  of 
our  virtue  that  makes  it  so  hard  to  do 
well.  Accordingly  we  find  that  he  who 
does  no  duty  without  being  goaded  up 
to  it  is  conscious  of  much  more  virtue 
than  he  has  ;  while  he  who  does  every 
duty  as  a  thing  of  course  and  a  matter 
of  delight,  is  unconscious  of  his  virtue, 
simply  because  he  has  so  much  of  it 
(Hudson’s  Lectures  on  Shakspeare, 
quoted  in  Peloubet’s  Select  Notes.) 

6.  In  view  of  the  Judgment,  who 
comes  off  the  gainer  in  life’s  trial? 
Who  makes  a  success  of  life?  Com¬ 
pare  Matt.  x.  39;  xvi.  25.  “So  run 
that  ye  may  obtain  !” 


infant  Department. 

BY  MISS  EMMA  L.  PARRY. 


The  Transfiguration. 

May  2.  Matt.  xvii.  1-13- 

Dear  teachers,  let  us  teach.  It  is  too 
frequently  the  case  that  upon  question¬ 
ing  the  child  after  the  lesson  hour, 
there  seems  to  have  been  nothing  real 
imparted  or  gained.  The  teacher  may 
really  love  her  little  ones,  take  great 
care  and  trouble  to  make  the  surround¬ 
ings  beautiful,  be  sweet  and  loving  in 
word  and  manner,  and  yet  fail  in  the 
vital  aim  of  Sunday-school  work — to 
teach  vital  truth.  Let  everything  be 
subservient  to  this  purpose  ;  you  may 
fail  in  all  other  points,  yet  you  dare 
not  lack  this  essential — you  are  respon¬ 


sible.  Study  the  lesson  with  this  aim 
in  view  ;  prepare  the  plan  accordingly  ; 
no  amount  of  lesson  helps  will  excuse 
you  from  your  own  peculiar  plan. 
Determine  definitely,  decidedly,  the 
one  truth  you  wish  to  leave  in  the 
heart,  and  teach  it. 

In  every  lesson,  let  the  order  of  ex¬ 
ercises  and  natural  steps  in  the  lesson 
plan  be  understood — the  songs  and 
motions,  the  memory  verses,  review, 
introduction,  and  approach  to  the  les¬ 
son.  To-day,  select  for  the  Scripture 
reading,  as  the  basis  of  teaching,  verses 
1,  2,  5,  6,  7,  8.  The  aim  of  the  lesson 
is  to  impress  the  divinity  of  Christ,  to 
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show  the  glory  of  our  Lord,  that  he  is 
the  true,  rightful  Son  of  God,  acknowl¬ 
edged  and  owned  by  the  Father. 
Wherever  it  is  possible,  let  the  past  les¬ 
sons  illustrate  the  present;  it  will  serve 
the  double  purpose  of  reviewing  the 
former  and  explaining  the  latter.  In 
this  lesson  lead  the  class  to  recall 
The  Glorified  Saviour,  The  Baptism  of 
Ghrist,  The  Power  of  Christ — they  will 
intensify  the  present  thought.  Illus¬ 
trate  familiarly  to  make  the  idea  clear 
and  vivid. 

B.efer  to  their  own  experience  to  il 
lustrate  “transfigured.”  It  was  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  Carrie  and  Willie 
were  anxiously  waiting  for  night,  for 
papa  had  promised  to  show  them  a 
glorious  sight.  At  last  darkness  came, 
and  they  all  gathered  on  the  wide 
porch  in  the  front  yard,  where  the 
great  trees  swayed  their  green  boughs, 
making  a  cool  and  pleasant  breeze. 
Papa  took  some  powder,  touched  a 
match  to  it,  and  behold  !  the  garden 
was  illuminated  with  a  beautiful  rosy 
light.  They  could  scarcely  believe 
that  this  was  really  their  own  yard — it 
was  so  changed — transfigured.  Yet 
there  was  their  own  cedar  tree  ;  there 
their  own  urn  of  flowers;  there  the 
same  great  elm  ;  they  were  sure  it  was 
their  own  yard,  yet  looking  so  wonder¬ 
fully  beautiful  in  the  rosy  light,  that, 
at  first,  they  doubted  and  were  afraid. 

This  story  may  be  told  by  the  chil¬ 
dren  if  led  on  by  skillful  questioning. 
Use  other  familiar  illustrations.  You 
have  often  seen  how  the  soft  moon¬ 
light,  mellow  and  silvery,  changes, 
transfigures  and  makes  the  woods  or  the 
river  lovely.  You  have  seen  the  golden 
sunlight,  in  the  autumn,  changing  and 
beautifying  the  trees,  until  the  maples 
seem  golden,  and  the  great  oaks,  shim¬ 
mering  in  red  and  crimson,  seem  unreal. 
Sometimes,  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances,  things  are  so  changed,  so  trans¬ 
figured  and  glorified,  that  we  are  filled 
with  wonder. 

A  few  such  examples  will  reveal  the 
lesson.  Read  verse  1.  Draw  the  outline 
of  a  mountain  on  the  board,  or  pin  up 
the  paper  symbol.  Then  in  simple, 
narrative  style,  tell  that,  here,  on  a 
mountain,  Peter,  James  and  John  wit¬ 
nessed  one  of  these  transformation 


scenes — a  transfiguration.  What  was 
this  scene  ?  Verse  2.  Christ  was  il¬ 
luminated,  glorified,  yet  they  were 
sure  it  was  he.  Read  verse  5.  Draw 
a  cloud  over  the  mountain;  make  it 
the  shape  of  a  dove,  so  that  it  will 
serve  to  recall  the  words  of  the  voice, 
which  they  have  already  learned  in  a 
previous  lesson.  Recall  the  former 
circumstances  when  God  owned  his 
Son.  God  again  calls  Christ  his  Son, 
and  shows  hi:  glory.  Is  Jesus  his  real 
Son  ?  Speak  of  real  and  adopted  chil¬ 
dren  ;  show  that  Christ’s  power  in  his 
works,  and  in  this  acknowledgment, 
reveals  a  true  son  ship.  Refer  to  les¬ 
son  on  Christ’s  power — call  for  its 
golden  text.  Read  verse  7.  Speak  of 
our  natural  feelings  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything 
somewhat  like  this?  Recall  the  glori¬ 
fied  Saviour,  when  John  fell  prostrate, 
frightened  at  the  glorious  vision  of 
Christ.  Now,  too,  as  then,  we  hear 
the  same  gentle  words  accompanied  by 
the  same  tender,  reassuring  motion. 
Let  the  little  ones  state  the  words  and 
the  action  of  the  Saviour.  Verse  8. 
So,  although  so  glorified,  the  disciples 
knew  it  was  their  own  dear  friend, 
Jesus  Christ.  So  to-day,  we  see  our 
Saviour  as  he  really  is,  the  Son  of  God, 
see  a  little  of  what  his  glory  is,  even  as 
we  learned,  lately,  what  is  his  power  ; 
and  while  we  wonder  and  adore,  we 
know  he  is  the  very  same  loving  friend 
who  helps  us,  for  he  touches  us,  saying, 
“  Fear  not.” 

Make  a  practical  application  of  the 
blessedness  of  having  such  a  friend, 
full  of  power  and  glory,  yet  loving  and 
ever  guarding  and  helping.  Make  a 
[  personal  appeal  for  each  little  one  to 
i  cling  close  to  the  Saviour.  With  a 
fervent,  solemn  prayer,  place  them  in 
the  care  of  the  gentle  and  tender,  yet 
great  and  Almighty  One.  An  outline 
mountain  or  a  dove  will  be  suggestive, 
as  a  symbol  card.  The  Golden  Text 
j  is  hard,  but  will  be  clear  and  therefore 
easy  for  them  after  the  lesson  is  ex¬ 
plained.  Sing  Coronation.  It  is  well 
to  teach  these  grand  old  hymns,  even 
to  the  little  ones. 


A  day  of  idleness  tires  more  than  a 
week  of  work. 
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Jesus  and  The  Young-. 

May  9.  Matt.  xix.  13-26. 

This  is  a  golden  lesson  for  the  little 
ones,  and  a  text  of  pure  gold.  Make 
this  a  happy  festival  Sunday  for  them. 
Make  them  feel  that  this  is  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Day  all  over  the  world,  that 
everywhere,  even  in  the  foreign  lands, 
Christian  people  are  speaking  of  the 
Children’s  Saviour,  and  how  Jesus 
loves  the  little  ones.  Make  some  lit¬ 
tle  extra  preparation — a  flower,  a 
wreath,  a  bouquet, — to  mark  this  as  an 
especial  occasion,  to  impress  the  idea 
that  the  children  were  especially 
blessed  by  the  Saviour.  Confine  the 
lesson  to  the  story  of  Christ’s  love  for 
children,  to  verses  13,  14,  15.  You 
may  illustrate  by  many  every-day  inci¬ 
dents  of  the  manner  of  treating  chil¬ 
dren — by  a  story,  if  it  is  thought  a 
better  and  clearer  method.  In  many 
classes,  the  children  are  the  loved  pets 
of  loving  households,  and  a  story  con¬ 
trasting  the  conditions  will  heighten 
the  power  of  the  lesson.  Be  sure  to 
have  a  picture  of  this  Bible  scene; 
there  are  many  good  ones,  and  the  pic¬ 
ture  alone  is  almost  lesson  enough. 

Tommy  looked  at  his  little  bare  feet 
and  his  little  red  hands  ;  and  as  the 
bleak  wind  almost  blew  away  his  rag¬ 
ged  cap,  he  was  very  miserable.  He 
was  hungry,  too,  for  the  day  was  so 
cold,  that  the  servants  in  the  big 
house  would  not  keep  the  door  open 
long  enough  to  help  him.  Poor  little 
Tommy  did  not  see  much  comfort  in 
living.  No  mother,  no  father,  no 
home,  no  one  to  speak  a  kind  word  to 
him.  Yet  his  heart  was  just  like  every 
little  girl’s  and  boy’s,  who  have  mam¬ 
mas  and  loving  friends,  and  he  even 
forgot  his  hunger  sometimes  in  his 
longing  for  a  kiss  or  a  loving  word  ; 
he  wanted  them  more  than  bread.  But. 
poor  boy,  he  found  only  rough  words 
and  rude  treatment.  One  day  he 
stopped  in  front  of  a  large  store,  to 
look  at  the  picture  in  the  window.  It 
was  this  very  picture  of  Christ  blessing 
the  little  children.  He  saw  there  a 
noble  one  reaching  out  his  arms  to  a 
crowd  of  little  ones  who  were  passing 
toward  him.  He  was  smiling  at  them, 
and  looked  so  loving  and  good  that 
Tommy  loved  him.  “  I  wonder  if  he 


would  look  at  me?”  thought  Tommy. 
“  I  wonder  if  he  would  reach  out  his 
hands  to  me.  I  guess  not.”  And  he 
walked  sadly  away.  But  the  picture 
had  found  its  way  into  his  heart,  and 
Tommy  went  there  day  after  day  to 
see  it.  He  began  to  love  the  kind  one 
caressing  the  children,  and  even  to  im¬ 
agine  that  he  looked  at  him  with  love. 
One  day  he  noticed  that  one  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  boys  in  the  picture  seemed  to  be 
holding  back  as  though  afraid.  And 
Tommy  called  that  one  himself,  and  as 
he  gazed  at  it  day  after  day,  he  imag¬ 
ined  the  loving  eyes  of  this  friend  of 
the  children  were  looking  more  ten¬ 
derly  at  this  very  little  boy  that  was 
afraid,  and  so  Tommy  grew  to  believe 
that  the  beautiful  one  loved  him  too. 
It  was  his  hour  of  happiness,  when  he 
forgot  hunger  and  cold,  when  he  could 
look  at  this  friend  and  feel  his  love. 
He  tried  to  spell  out  the  words  under 
the  picture,  but  he  was  not  able,  so  he 
timidly  asked  a  young  lady,  who  told 
him,  “  Suffer,”  etc.,  adding,  “  He 
loves  all  the  children.’’  After  that, 
Tommy  never  felt  so  heart  sick  and 
miserable,  for  he  knew  he  had  one 
friend  who  loved  him,  and  who  was 
reaching  out  his  arms  toward  him. 

So  there  are  many  children  in  this 
world  who  are  happy  to  have  such  a 
precious  friend — children  who  have  no 
home  and  kind  friends.  But  not  only 
these  does  the  Saviour  love,  but  every 
little  child — even  the  least.  Tell  the 
story  of  the. disciples’  displeasure.  Il¬ 
lustrate  by  daily  incidents.  How  nat¬ 
ural  it  is,  when  some  great  person  calls, 
for  the  older  ones  to  say,  “Keep  away, 
children,  and  don’t  bother  him.”  If 
the  great  men  in  this  country,  or  in 
the  world,  were  to  come  here,  in  this 
city,  would  they  call  the  little  children 
and  caress  them  ?  It  is  not  the  way 
with  the  great  to  notice  these  little 
ones.  But  Christ  is  greater  than  any 
on  earth — what  did  we  learn  of  him? 
He  is  the  Son  of  God.  Refer  to  the 
proofs — the  manifestations. 

Yet,  although  he  is  so  great,  see  how 
he  treats  the  children  !  He  rebukes 
the  disciples,  and  then,  as  a  mother  ca¬ 
resses  her  child,  he  “laid  hands  on 
them.”  More  than  this,  Mark  says, 
“  he  took  them  up  in  his  arms,”  and 
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more,  still,  he  “  blessed  them.”  How 
happy  they  must  have  been,  to  be  so 
caressed  by  the  Saviour.  D  >  you  wish 
you  had  been  there?  It  is  the  first 
thing  that  every  child  thinks  of  when 
hearing  this  story.  You  need  not  wish 
that  yeu  had  been  one  of  those  chil¬ 
dren,  for  he  loves  the  children  now, 
every  one  of  you,  as  much  as  he  did 
them.  Children  can  become  Chris¬ 
tians  very  young  — tell  them  gladly  of 
the  open  arms  and  welcoming  smile  of 
Christ.  Let  ns  be  glad  to-day  in  our 
Saviour,  the  children’s  friend.  Let 
each  little  child  know  that  he  is  his 
friend — his  very  own.  caring  for  him 
just  as  much  as  for  the  little  boy  that 
he  took  in  his  arms  and  blessed.  Make 
the  story  veryxreal  and  personal. 

There  are  many  songs  for  this  happy 
time,  but  best  of  all  is,  “  I  think  when 
I  read  that  sweet  story  of  old,”  etc. 
Let  the  teacher  repeat  it  with  the  true 
spirit  of  the  lesson,  and  then  all  sing. 
If  possible,  give  every  child  a  card  with 
the  picture  of  this  scene.  If  not,  print 
the  Golden  Text  on  a  tinted  card,  or 
give  each  a  little  banner,  for  a  symbol, 
with  ‘  Little  Children”  on  one  side, 
‘‘Christ,  our  Friend,”  onthe  other. 


May  23.  Matt.  xxii.  1-4. 

The  Marriage  Feast. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  par¬ 
ables  are  easily  understood  ;  that  as 
they  are  in  story  form,  and  are  used  as 
illustrations,  they  are  so  illustrative  as 
to  need  no  explanation.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  conceal  truth  rather  than 
reveal  it,  and  this  concealed  truth  must 
be  extracted  and  clearly  and  carefully 
taught  as  suited  to  ^he  capacity  of  the 
learners. 

We  must  always  proceed  from  the 
known  to  the  unknown.  Let  this 
lesson,  in  the  outset,  meet  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  children  ;  let  them  grasp 
one  familiar  idea  and  build  upon  it. 
Speak  of  weddings — they  will  be  eager 
to  respond  to  that.  Ask  easy,  familiar 
questions:  as  ‘‘How  many  ever  went 
to  a  wedding?”  Such  easy  questions 
give  an  opportunity  for  even  the  very 
least  ones  to  take  part,  and  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  them  to  feel  that  they  are  a 
part  of  the  class;  also,  this  slight  move¬ 
ment  of  raising  the  hand  not  only  re¬ 


lieves  the  restless  little  ones,  but  ar¬ 
rests  the  attention  of  the  careless. 
Develop  the  subject  in  a  manner  that 
will  lead  to  the  thought  in  the  lesson — - 
the  truths  you  want  impressed.  After 
the  ceremony,  what  do  they  usually 
have  ?  What  is  the  character  of  the 
feast  or  supper  ?  Do  you  always  expect 
it  at  a  wedding ?  Do  you  always  ex¬ 
pect  it  to  be  elegant?  Are  weddings 
happy  affairs?  Do  people  like  to  go? 
Do  they  like  to  be  invited?  Why  do 
they  like  to  go?  Question’s  of  this 
character  will  bring  into  prominence 
the  happiness,  and  gladness,  and  joy, 
that  is  expected  at  such  a  time.  En¬ 
large  upon  the  subject,  being  careful  to 
avoid  diversions,  but  directing  ques¬ 
tions  and  answers,  so  t hat  the  ideas 
may  be  adapted  to  the  Gospel-feast. 
Let  tjre  chief  thoughts  be  joy,  happi¬ 
ness,  pleasure,  tire  honor  of  being  a 
guest,  and  that  something  is  always 
expected  and  gained. 

Jesus  once  told  of  something  like 
this,  of  a  wedding-feast.  He  tells  this 
story  of  it  to  his  disciples  :  “  A  certain 
king  made  a  marriage  for  his  son  ” 
Begin  thus,  leaving  out  the  first  two 
verses,  then  continue  the  story.  Read 
verse  3,  and  mention  the  eastern  cus¬ 
tom  of  calling  the  guests.  How  strange 
— they  would  not  come  !  Do  yon  sup¬ 
pose  that  you  would  refuse,  and  that, 
too,  the  invitation  of  a  king?  Ex¬ 
pand  these  thoughts.  Verse  4,  5.  This 
is  even  more  strange,  to  mock  at  the 
great  preparations  !  Verse  6.  What 
shameful  treatment  of  such  a  noble 
invitation  and  such  kindness  !  What 
did  the  king  do?  Verse  7.  Was  he 
not  right  to  punish  those — his  subjects, 
too — who  had  insulted  him  so  shame¬ 
fully?  This  part  of  the  parable  is 
enough  for  the  infant  class.  You  can¬ 
not  hope  to  teach  the  idea  that  the  next 
three  verses  bring  forth;  nor  the  last 
part,  of  the  wedding  garment.  Keep  to 
the  one  idea — -the  feast,  the  invitation, 
the  consequences  of  the  rejection.  The 
story  having  thus  been  expanded,  re¬ 
veal  its  hidden  truth  and  apply  it. 

Jesus  told  this  story  of  the  marriage- 
feast  in  order  to  teach  the  people  a 
beautiful  lesson.  Let  us  learn  it,  too. 
Proceed  step  by  step  in  the  comparison . 
The  king  is  God,  and  he  sent  his  Son 
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into  the  world — Jesus  Christ — and  lie 
calls  the  religion  of  this  Son  a  marriage- 
feast.  How  is  this  like  that  feast  ? 
Here  review  the  former  thoughts.  Does 
it  bring  joy,  pleasure,  happiness?  Do 
we  expect  something?  do  we  gain  it? 
Show  the  joys  in  Christ ;  speak  of  our 
safety,  our  pleasure,  in  such  a  powerful 
yet  tender  friend,  our  peace  here,  our 
hope  in  the  future,  and  thus  show  its 
likeness  to  the  marriage-feast  in  the 
points  before  noted;  then  proceed  with 
the  parable.  Who  may  enjoy  this  hap¬ 
piness?  Is  an  invitation  sent  out!  The 
story  tells  how  some  received  the  invi¬ 
tation  of  the  king.  So  it  is  now ; 
Christ  offers  his  love,  his  peace,  all 
the  happiness  of  his  friendship  ;  all  the 
richness,  even  as  in  a  marriage-feast; 
and  some  turn  away,  some  mock, 
some  hate  and  despise  the  kind  invi¬ 
tation.  How  wicked  were  those  who 
treated  the  king’s  preparations  with 
mockery  !  yet  some  never  think  that  it 
is  an  honor  to  be  invited  by  so  great  a 
king  as  Christ.  You  have  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  an  invitation  to  enjoy  this 
happiness.  Repeat  Bible  verses  of  uni¬ 
versal  invitation,  and  let  the  class  re¬ 
peat  the  last  week’s  Golden  Text, 
which  is  one  of  special  invitation  to 
children.  How  will  you  treat  this  in¬ 
vitation  ?  You  were  indignant  at  those 
who  rejected  the  king’s  call  :  will  you 
now  do  the  same  thing?  What  hap¬ 
pened  to  those  who  did  reject  it?  Will 
we  not  rather  seek  to  enjoy  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  feast  than  the  sorrows  of 
the  outcast?  Refer  to  the  danger  of 
slighting  the  invitation.  Solemnize 
the  thought  and  apply  it  earnestly,  but 
hold  before  them  the  joys  of  the  feast, 
of  the  Christian  life,  so  that  they  will 
love  to  accept  the  invitation  of  honor. 

To-day  Christ  honors  you  with  the 
invitation.  Will  you  accept,  and,  by 
becoming  his  child,  be  happy,  and  safe, 
and  glad  ?  Give  to  each  child  an  in¬ 
vitation  card,  prepared  in  the  customary 
style,  containing  the  verse  of  April  n, 
or  the  Golden  Text,  or  simply  “  Christ 
invites  you.” 

The  Judgment. 

KTay  30,  Matt.  xxv.  31-46. 

The  lesson  is  full  of  solemnity — a 
solemnity  that  is  needed.  Even  among 


our  little  ones  such  a  lesson  is  needed 
in  its  deepest  solemnity,  and  it  is  a 
duty  of  the  teacher  to  make  it  so  real 
and  impressive,  that,  thus  early,  they 
may  begin  to  realize  what  is  the  value 
of  the  present  life  in  relation  to  the 
future.  Let  us  aim  to  impart  unto 
early  childhood  something  of  the  seri¬ 
ousness  and  earnestness  of  living. 

Introduce  by  the  familiar  illustration 
— examination  time.  Tell  instances, 
or  a  little  story  to  place  prominently 
in  the  minds  of  the  children  the 
thoughts  involved  in  the  lesson — pre¬ 
paration,  examination,  judgment 
passed,  its  results.  Mary  and  her 
brother  George  were  in  the  same  class 
in  school.  They  were  little  children, 
and  had  gone  to  school  but  a  very 
short  time.  Mary  loved  to  study,  and 
tried  hard  to  learn  the  lessons  that  the 
teacher  explained,  and  also  to  obey  her 
in  everything  ;  but  George  liked  to 
play,  and  was  not  among  the  bright  or 
the  good  children  in  the  class.  Very 
often  the  teacher  would  say,  “  Now  is 
the  time  to  study.  Whoever  does  not 
study  now,  will  have  a  very  unhappy 
time  on  examination  dav.”  George 
never  thought  nor  cared  much  about 
this,  but  Mary  was  hoping  to  show 
herself  so  good  a  scholar  on  the  day  of 
trial  that  she  would  be  promoted. 
Examination  day  came.  The  time  to 
get  ready,  to  learn,  to  be  faithful  and 
true,  was  past.  The  committee  exam¬ 
ined  the  class.  They  asked  questions, 
j  and  so  strict  was  their  search  to  find 
;  out  the  ones  who  had  been  faithful, 
that  many  were  filled  with  fear.  They 
;  passed  from  one  to  the  other,  and  as 
they  found  the  good  pupils,  they 
seated  them  on  one  side  of  the  room, 
and  sent  the  poor  ones  on  the  other. 
Alas,  poor  George  !  When  the  exam¬ 
ination  was  over,  the  judges  had  placed 
him  among  the  poor  ones  !  Mary, 
bright  and  happy,  was  on  the  other 
side.  The  judgment  had  been  passed 
upon  both.  But  something  more  fol¬ 
lowed — the  sentence  was  now  passed. 
The  judges  told  the  faithful  good  ones 
that  they  should  be  rewarded,  and 
would  be  promoted  to  a  higher  room  ; 
but  also  proclaimed  to  the  unfaithful 
that  they  should  remain  in  disgrace, 
for  they  had  not  deserved  a  reward. 
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Which  would  you  rather  have  been, 
George  or  Mary  ?  The  argument  of  the 
lesson  has  thus  been  presented  in  a  fa¬ 
miliar  form  ;  the  minds  of  the  children 
are  now  prepared  for  the  presentation  of 
the  lesson-thoughts  in  a  parallel  way. 

We,  all  of  us,  every  little  girl  and 
boy  here,  must  undergo  a  great  exami¬ 
nation,  before  a  judge  who  sees  and 
knows  all,  even  the  most  hidden 
things.  Let  us  read  of  that  great  day, 
and  as  we  read,  remember  that  you 
shall  be  there  ;  you  will  be  among 
those  of  whom  we  read.  Make  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  this  striking  scene — a  word 
picture.  Every  Readier  should  study 
to  use  dramatic  power.  It  is  a  very 
effective  requisition.  Read  verses  31, 
32,  33 — explaining  the  sheep  and  goats 
as  the  good  and  the  evil,  the  faithful 
and  the  wicked.  Thus  far,  we  see 
there  has  been  an  examination,  a  judg¬ 
ment,  a  separation— even  as  George 
and  Mary  were  separated;  now  let  us 
hear  what  the  great  Judge  says  to  those 
on  the  right,  to  the  good  and  faithful 
ones.  Are  the  good  rewarded  ?  Read 
effectively,  verses  34  to  41,  Explain 
as  you  read  the  little  points  that  need 
to  be  elucidated  or  impressed,  touch¬ 
ing  practically  upon  their  daily  lives 
wherever  it  is  possible.  The  great 
Judge  tells  them  of  the  good  that  they 
have  done,  showing  us  that  there  had 
been  a  preparation  —  that  these 
“  blessed  of  the  Father”  had  prepared 
for  the  examination.  How  had  they? 
Refer  to  the  verses  and  apply  personal 
practical  questions.  Are  you  doing 


[your  duty?  Do  you  think  of  that 
day  ?  Do  you  serve  the  king  through 
“even  the  least  of  his  brethren?” 
Remember,  we  serve  God  by  helping 
one  another. 

But  what  does  he  say  to  those  on 
the  left — to  the  wicked?  Do  they  de¬ 
serve  a  reward  ?  What  have  they  been 
preparing  for?  Read  the  remaining 
verses.  Was  this  not  the  natural  and 
right  sentence  !  O,  how  sad  !  Make 
it  solemn  :  make  it  real  and  true.  Those 
neglected  to  follow  Christ’s  commands, 
to  serve  him,  to  live  pure  and  right, 
and  he  says:  “  Depart  from  me,  ve 
cursed.”  Our  future  is  determined 
here. 

Solemnize  the  parting  moments. 
There  will  be  an  examination  day,  a 
judgment  day,  and  the  great  King  will 
separate  the  good  and  the  evil.  You 
will  be  there.  What  words  will  you 
hear?  O,  may  we  be  among  the  blessed 
of  the  Father  who  go  away  into  life 
eternal  !  O,  may  we  not  be  among 
the  cursecRwho  go  into  everlasting 
punishment  !  How  may  we  be  able  to 
|  stand  among  the  blessed?  We  have  a 
1  time  for  preparation — now.  Let  every 
little  boy  and  girl  cling  to  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  Friend,  the  loving  Saviour,  and 
I  ask  him  to  keep  them  in  the  right  way, 
so  that  they  may  now  prepare  for  that 
day  of  judgment. 

Let  nothing  detract  from  the  solemn 
thought,  but  arrange  all  the  exercises 
to  deepen  the  impressive  thoughts. 
Write  the  Golden  Text  on  a  symbol 
trumpet  cut  out  of  gilt  paper. 


i^fve  anti  Ehnc  m  iljr  ^untiaji^djoal 

BY  REV.  S.  B.  BARN1TZ. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Charles  A.  Schieren,  of 
our  Lutheran  mission  in  Brooklyn,  is  to  be 
Chief  Marshal  of  the  great  procession  of  Sun¬ 
day-school  children  on  Children’s  Day,  May 
26th.  A  better  selection  could  not  have  been 
made. 

Easter  Joys. — Up  to  the  time  of  sending 
MSS.  to  the  printer  the  following  Sunday- 
schools  have  reported  briefly  their  Easter  Joys  : 

Canton ,  O. — Prof.  H.  Louis  Baugher,  of  Get¬ 
tysburg,  Pa.,  assisted  Rev.  L.  M.  Kuhns  in  the 
exercises  at  the  Lutheran  Church.  At  10  o’clock 


a.  m.  the  church  was  crowded  by  the  Sunday- 
school,  congregation,  and  visitors.  The  aisles 
were  filled  with  chairs,  and  the  vestibules  con¬ 
tained  many  who  stood  throughout  the  entire 
morning  listening  to  the  fine  music  in  the 
beautiful  Easter  service,  and  to  the  pleasing  and 
impressive  address  of  Prof.  Baugher.  We  have 
heard  numerous  remarks  as  to  the  professor’s 
talent,  and  we  consider  him  as  fine,  if  not  the 
finest,  talker  to  the  children,  as  has  ever  been 
in  the  city.  He  is  the  the  editor  of  the  “  Augs¬ 
burg  Lesson  Leaf,”  which  is  used  in  the  Luth 
eran  Sunday-schools  throughout  the  country. 
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The  flowers  used  in  decoration  were  most 
beautiful  and  arranged  most  artistically  around 
the  altar. 

The  choir  consisted  of  Misses  Althouse, 
Hartzell,  and  Mrs.  Young,  and  Messrs.  Ed. 
Raff,  Bulley  and  Rose. 

The  orchestra  was  composed  of  Miss  Mary 
Kuhns,  organist,  an«l  Messrs.  Jno.  and  Frank 
Myer,  N.  C.  Raff,  H.  L.  Kuhns  and  Nauman. 
— • Canton  Daily  Repository . 

Germantown ,  Pa. — “  Trinity  had  a  glorious 
season,  preaching  the  week  previous,  service 
Good  Friday  morning,  communion  on  Easter 
Sunday,  a.  in.  There  were  fifteen  accessions, 
four  from  the  Sunday-school.  We  celebrated 
our  44th  Sunday-school  anniversary  in  the  even- 
ing,  which  was  in  every  respect  a  blessed  sea¬ 
son.”  T.  H.  S. 

The  programme  of  the  above  noted  anniver¬ 
sary  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  printer’s  art, 
and  full  of  gospel  teaching,  gospel  milk  for  the 
babes  in  Christ,  arid  gospel  meat  for  those  of 
riper  years.  It  contains  many  of  the  standard 
hymns  of  the  church,  appropriate  gospel  read¬ 
ing,  and  the  concert  exercise,  ‘‘  the  temple  of 
life,”  with  one  of  the  mod  important  features 
of  a  Christian’s  life,  viz.:  GLVING  or  OFFERING 
to  missions. 

Calvary ,  West  Philadelphia ,  Rev.  S  A.  Hol¬ 
man. — The  Easter  festival  of  the  Sunday-school 
of  this  church  was  celebrated  Sunday  evening. 
Beautiful  Easter  cards  were  distributed  by  W. 
C.  Stoever,  Supt.,  and  an  interesting  address 
delivered  and  lesson  illustrated  by  Mr.  J.  How¬ 
ard  Seal,  General  Secretary  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Associadon  of  Philadelphia.  The  school 
is  increasing  in  numbers  and  efficiency,  and  all 
the  workers  are  encouraged. 

Port  Royal,  Juniata  co.,  Pa. — Dear  Bro.  B.: 
Our  Easter  egg-breaking  a  great  success.  Total 
income,  $260.  H.  C.  Shindle. 

Shippenville,  Clai  ion  co..  Pa. — Rev.  J.  M. 
Wonders,  pastor,  writes  :  “  God  has  been  pros¬ 
pering  his  work  here.  Fifty-one  members  have 
been  received,  and  I  have  a  class  of  catechu¬ 
mens,  numbering  forty,  which  will  reach  fifty. 
We  meet  to-morrow  in  St.  Marks’  to  decide 
about  building  a  new  church.” 

Baker.sville,  Pa. — Our  Easter  Concert  and 
Egg-breaking  was  a  complete  success  in  every 
way.  By  the  lime  the  concert  came  off  nearly 
all  encouraged  the  enterprise  either  by  taking 
an  egg  or  helping  others.  Il  “  the.  end  justifies 
the  means,”  and  if  “all’s  well  that  ends  well,” 
surely  the  work  at  Bakersville  on  Easter  Mon¬ 
day  evening  was  a  success.  The  debt  was 
very  old  and  very  dry,  but  out  of  the  egg  came 
forth  life  and  joy  and  deliverance.  The  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  evening  amounted  to  $292.50. 
Isn’t  that  good  for  a  Sunday-school  up  in  the 
Allegheny  mountains,  where  nfost  Sunday- 
schools  expect  to  freeze  up  during  the  winter 
months  ?  L.  L.  Sieber. 

Yes,  First-rate, — S.  B.  B. 


and  $30  from  the  concert.  Don’t  you  think 
that  was  a  success  ?  Our  eggs  averaged  over 
two  dollars  apiece.  Your  brother, 

S.  G.  Shannon, 
convention  notes. 

A.  International. — The  Third  International 
S.  S.  Convention  will  meet  (D.  V.)  at  Toronto, 
Canada,  June-  22-24,  1S81.  In  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  Sunday-school  asso¬ 
ciations  of  Canada,  the  date  of  the  Convention 
has  been  fixed  as  above  indicated.  The  infor¬ 
mation  is  furnished  thus  early,  so  that  the  State 
and  Provincial  Conventions  may  act  intelli¬ 
gently  in  the  matter,  and  secure  full  delega- 
galions  of  representative  men. 

Franklin  Allf.n,  Chairman. 

W.VI.  HARRIS,  Secretary. 

P.  S.  Executive  Committee  will  meet  August 
4,  1879,  at  Chatauqua  Lake. 

B.  State — Ohio. — The  Twenty-first  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Ohio  Sabbath-school  Union, 
will  be  held  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  city  of  Circleville,  commencing  Tuesday, 
June  1,  1880.  at  7:30  p.  m„  and  continuing 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  June  2  and  3.  A 
children's  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  on  Thursday,  June  3, at  4  p.  m. 

It  is  intended  to  be  a  mass  convention,  and 
each  -Sunday-school  is  entitled  to  a  delegate. 
County  Unions  are  expected  to  send  the  num¬ 
ber  of  delegates  they  have  usually  commissioned. 

The  people  of  Circleville,  through  their  local 
committee,  offer  entertainment  to  delegates.  In 
order  to  insure  this,  delegates  are  urgently  re¬ 
quested  to  send  in  their  names  to  Mr.  M.  K. 
Marshall,  Circleville,  Secretary  of  local  com¬ 
mittee,  on  or  before  May  3 1,  that  homes  may  be 
provided.  The  committee  will  receive  them, 
upon  their  arrival,  at  the  lecture  room  of  the 
church. 

The  executive  committee  earnestly  recom¬ 
mend  that  on  Sunday,  May  30,  all  Sunday- 
schools  unite  in  prayer  for  the  divine  blessing 
upon  the  approaching  Convention,  and  upon 
the  Sunday-school  work  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

County  secretaries,  pastors  and  superintend¬ 
ents,  are  requested  to  extend  this  notice.  Pub¬ 
lishers  of  secular  and  religious  papers  will  favor 
the  cause  by  giving  this  announcement  of  the 
Convention  a  place  in  their  columns. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Stlidebaker, 

Cor.  State  Secretary. 

West  Virginia. — Clarksburg,  Harrison  co., 
has  invited  the  State  Convention  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  meet  in  that  city  the  coming  June.  The 
invitation  is  likely  to  be  accepted,  and  the  call 
issued  by  the  executive  committee  in  a  few 
days. 

C.  County. — The  Thirteenth  Annual  Session 
of  the  Marion  co.,  W.  Va.,  S.  S.  Association, 
will  be  held  at  Worthington,  Marion  county, 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  5th  and  6th,  1880. 
A  practical  programme  is  being  prepared. 

THE  ROBERT  RAIKES  CENTENNIAL. 


Milroy,  Mifflin  co.,  Pa.— Dear  Bro.  Bar-  A.  The  Wheeling  Sundayrschool  Associa- 

nitz. _ The  Easter  Egg  Concert  was  a  grand  l  tion  will  appropriately  celebrate  June  26th  and 

success.  We  realized  from  fifty  eggs  $102.78,  1  27th  in  connection  with  the  above  event. 
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B.  Rev.  George  A.  Peltz,  of  Jamestown,  N. 
V.,  has  been  chosen  to  represent  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Executive  Committee  at  the  celebration 
of  the  Raikes  Anniversary  in  London,  and  to 
set  forth  our  ways  of  working,  statistics,  etc.,  in 
this  country.  The  selection  is  a  fitting  tribute 
to  the  energy,  as  well  as  the  ability  of  Dr. 
Peitz,  and  also  to  the  spirit  of  Christian  love  and 
fraternity  he  has  always  manifested.  Werejoice 
in  his  appointment,  and  pray  our  Father’s  bles¬ 
sing  and  care  upon  him. 

C.  The  Methodist  Plan. — The  “  Sunday- 
school  Union”  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  proposes  the  holding,  in  all  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Sunday-schools  throughout  the 
world,  of  a  centennial  service  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  Robert  Raikes  Sunday-school  be¬ 
ginning.  Sunday,  May  30th,  has  been  selected 
as  the  day.  A  centennial  service  is  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  by  Dr.  Vincent. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Sunday-School  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Pennsylvania  (the  county  in 
which  is  held  the  Oakville  Sunday-School 
Assembly)  will  be  held  at  Mount  Holly  Springs, 
Pa.,  May  26-27,  1880. 

The  programme  as  arranged  for  the  occasion, 
is  an  able  and  interesting  one. 

The  following  are  the  leading  topics  : 

I.  The  Unity  of  the  Bible. 

II.  Bible  Study — How  to  Promote  It. 

r.  Home  Readings.  By  a  lady. 

2.  Teachers’  Meetings. 

3.  Normal  Class  Drill. 

III.  Temperance  and  the  Sunday-School. 

IV.  Catechisation  in  the  Sunday-School. 

By  Rev.  C.  S.  Albert,  Carlisle. 

V.  The  Library — Its  Use  and  Abuse. 

VI.  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Sunday-School, 
bearing  on  the  coming  Centenary  in  London, 
England. 

VII.  Our  Common  Work — Its  Needs — Its 
Tendencies — Its  Possibilities. 

By  Rev.  H.  C.  Holloway,  Newville. 

VIII.  Promise  Meeting. 

IX.  Service  of  Song. 

And  close  with  Good-bye  Services. 

C.  J.  R. 

Staunton,  Va. — Though  gloomy,  wet,  and 
unpleasant  without,  bright  was  the  day  within 
the  sanctuary  and  school  house  on  Sunday, 
March  14th,  in  the  city  of  Staunton,  Augusta 
county,  Va.  Sunday-school  .  and  preaching 
service  in  our  own  church — Rev.  J.  B.  Haskell, 
pastor — -in  the  morning.  A  five  mile  ride 
through  the  rain  to  Verona  Mission  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  a  union  meeting  in  the  interest  of 
Sunday-school  and  home  mission  work  at 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Rev.  Wm.  Baker  in 
the  evening,  completed  the  work  for  that  day. 
Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weath¬ 
er,  the  services  were  well  attended  and  the 
interest  very  manifest.  A  second  union  meet¬ 
ing  was  requested,  and  held  on  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing,  with  increased  interest  and  attendance. 
Our  prayer  is  that  these  means  of  grace  may  stim¬ 
ulate  to  more  earnest  and  self-denying  work  j 
for  the  Master  and  his  suffering  ones.  For  the  1 


genuine  Christian  hospitality  shown  us  in  Staun¬ 
ton,  and  for  the  kindly  words  and  deeds,  we 
desire  to  express  our  sincere  gratitude.  Our 
churches  and  Sunday-schools  in  the  far-famed 
valley  are,  as  a  general  thing,  looking  up.  It 
i  was  pleasant  to  greet  Bro.  Moser  and  his  esti¬ 
mable  wife,  and  Bro.  Rinker,  at  Mt.  Jackson, 
and  to  see  and  learn  of  their  prosperity  (though 
not  so  pleasant  to  run  for  the  train);  pleasant 
to  spend  a  night  with  dear  friends  at  Wood- 
stock,  and  learn  from  Bro.  Coffman  of  Sunday- 
school  improvement,  and  not  less  refreshing  to 
rest  and  preach  at  'Winchester,  and  greet  Bro. 
Gilbert,  and  many  of  the  saints  in  our  beloved 
church  there. 

Ways  of  Working. — Among  the  many 
ways  of  working  and  stirring  up  the  indifferent, 
is  the  issuing  of  an  occasional  letter  to  parents 
or  delinquent  church  members.  The  following 
is  a  specimen  which  recently  came  to  our -notice 

Who  Will  Help  Us? — Your  Sunday-school 
needs  your  help.  Teachers  are  frequently  ab- 
j  sent,  and  classes  are  left  without  instruction. 

1  Teachers,  we  need  your  help  by  coming  regu- 
!  larly  and  punctually.  Scholars  are  frequently 
|  absent  ;  boys  half-grown  sometimes  standing 
'  on  the  street  corners  smoking.  We  need  the 
help  of  parents  to  bring  their  children  to  Sun¬ 
day-school,  and  we  need  their  help  to  prevent 
the  disgraceful  conduct  we  sometimes  see  now 
in  God’s  house. 

I  have  had  to  reprove  your  children  publicly 
before  the  whole  school,  and,  in  some  cases, 
it  has  done  no  good.  Won’t  you  come  and  see 
if  it  is  your  son  or  not  ? 

We  need  the  help  of  every  one  that  calls 
himself  or  herself  a  Lutheran,  as  a  teacher  or  a 
scholar.  If  you  can’t  teach,  and  if  you  won’t 
I  come  as  a  scholar,  then  come  and  help  us  to 
sing  ;  and  if  you  can’t  or  won’t  sing,  then  come 
i  and  fill  an  empty  seat. 

We  need  the  prayers  of  every  one  who  re- 
j  chives  this  circular.  But  this  is  not  enough. 

I  We  need  your  work  also.  You  can  help  make 
,  our  Sunday-school  a  success,  or  you  can  let  it 
j  perish. 

Which  will  you  do  ?  Will  you  come  and 
help  us?  Yours,  &c., 

E.  Louis  Ide. 

True,  Every  WMrd  of  it. — The  Philadel- 
j  phia  Messenger  (Reformed  Church)  lately  said: 

“  For  some  time  past  we  have  been  trying  to 
\  edit  a  paper  fit  for  the  eastern  penitentiary  of 
t  this  State.”’  Well,  are  all  its  readers  to  be 
classed  with  convicts  ?  Let  us  hear  the  Messen- 
j  ger's  own  explanation.  “  No  journal  is  ad- 
j  mitted  to  that  institution  that  contains  blood- 
J  and-thunder  stories,  or  sensational  records 
i  which  exalt  criminals  to  the  standard  of  heroes.” 

Good  for  the  penitentiary.  That  is  a  healthy 
!  regulation.  #But  there  are  thousands  of  Chris¬ 
tian  families  that  admit  indefinite  quantities  of 
i  such  stuff  to  their  tables, to  pollute  mind  and, 
heart  and  fit  their  children  for  debased  and  im¬ 
pure  lives,  if  not  for  such  conduct  as  will  land 
them  in  the  institution  where,  in  this  respect  at 
least,  the  atmosphere  is  purer  than  in  the  homes 
where  they  were  reared. —  Our  Bible  Teacher. 
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2<1  (iuarter. 
Lesson  V. 


AUGSBURG  LtSSON  LEAF. 


International  Bible  Lessons. 


Matt.  xvii.  1-13. 


Til  L  TRA  NSFIGUKATION. 


1.  And  after  six  days  Jesus  taketh  Peter, 
James,  and  John  his  brother,  and  bringeth 
them  up  into  an  high  mountain  apart, 

2.  And  was  transfigured  before  them : 
and  his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his 
raiment  was  white  as  the  light. 

3.  And  behold,  there  appeared  unto 
them  Moses  and  Elias  talking  witn  mm 

4.  Then  answered  Peter,  and  said  unto 
Jesus,  L.ord.  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  fi,ere  ;  1 
if  thou  wilt.  iet  us  matte  nere  tnree  taDer-  j 
nacles  one  tor  tnee,  and  one  lor  Moses.  ! 
and  one  tor  Elias 

5.  While  ne  yet  spane,  behold,  a  bright 
cloud  overshadowed  them  :  and  behold  a 
voice  out  of  the  cloud,  which  said,  This 
is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased  ;  hear  ye  him. 

6.  And  when  the  disciples  heard  it,  they  fell 
on  their  face,  and  were  sore  afraid. 


7.  And  Jesus  came  and  touched  them,  and 
said,  Arise,  and  he  not  afraid. 

8.  And  when  they  had  lifted  up  their  eyes, 
they  saw  no  man,  save  Jesus  only. 

And  as  they  came  down  from  the  moun¬ 
tain.  lesus  charged  them,  saying,  Tell  the  vision 
m  m.  man,  until  the  Son  of  man  be  risen  again 
trom  Hit  Lead. 

10.  And  his  disciples  asked  him,  saying, 
YVtiv  thei  say  the  scribes  that  Elias  must  first 
come  ? 

11  And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 
Elias  truly  shall  first  come,  and  restore  all 
things. 

(2.  But  I  say  unto  you,  That  Elias  is  come 
already,  and  they  knew  him  not,  but  have  done 
unto  him  whatsoever  they  listed.  Likewise 
shall  also  the  Son  of  man  suffer  of  them. 

13.  Then  the  disciples  understood  that  he 
spake  unto  them  of  John  the  Baptist. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


THE  SCENE. 

1.  What  is  the  title  of  our  lesson  to-day?  What  state¬ 

ment  of  the  time  of  its  occurrence  have  we? 

2.  Where  did  it  occur?  Who  accompanied  Jesus  into 

the  mountain?  In  what  special  relation  to  the 
Lord  do  these  three  seem  to  have  stood?  Com¬ 
pare  chapter  xxvi.  36,  37. 

3.  Meaning  of  “  transfigured  ?  ”  What  is  said  of  his 

face?  Compare  Rev.  i.  16.  Of  his  raiment? 
How  does  Mark  express  it?  Mark  ix.  3. 

4.  Who  appeared  upon  the  scene?  Who  were  they, 

and  whence  came  they  ?  What  may  they  be  said 
to  represent? 

5.  What  did  the  disciples  observe  these  visitors  from 

the  other  world  doing  ?  What  was  the  theme  of 
this  conversation?  Luke  ix.  31. 

6.  What  proposition  did  Peter  make?  What  led  him 

to  make  it?  What  did  he  mean  by  it?  Compare 
Luke  ix.  33. 

7.  What  occurred  while  he  was  talking?  How  did  the 

disciples  feel  at  this  time?  Luke  ix.  34. 

8.  What  did  they  hear?  What  did  the  voice  say? 

Whose  voice  was  it?  When  before  was  it  heard 
in  like  manner  ?  Chap.  iii.  17. 

9.  How  were  the  disciples  affected,  and  what  did  they 

do  ? 


10.  What  did  Jesus  then  do  and  say?  When  they 

looked  up,  what  did  they  observe? 

11.  What  charge  did  Jesus  give  his  disciples  as  they 

came  down  from  this  scene?  Why  such  a  charge? 
What  in  his  words  set  them  to  questioning  among 
themselves?  Mark  ix.  10. 

12.  What  opinion  of  the  scribes  did  they  question  Jesus 

about?  What  did  he  say  of  the  correctness  of  that 
opinion?  Compare  Mai.  iv.  5,  6. 

13.  What  did  he  say  of  the  fulfillment  of  that  prophecy? 

Of  whom  did  he  speak  ?  Compare  xi.  14. 

14.  What  prediction  about  himself  did  he  also  utter? 

THE  LESSONS. 

15.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  transfiguration? 

16.  What  reference  does  Peter  make  to  it  in  2  Pet.  i. 

16-18. 

17.  What  do  we  learn  in  this  lesson  about  the  immortal¬ 

ity  of  the  soul  ? 

18.  What  about  the  departed  saints?  What  may  we 

gather  concerning  future  recognition  ? 

19.  What  is  here  taught  of  Jesus'  supremacy?  Of  his 

“  power  and  coming ?  ”  2  Pet.  i.  16. 

20.  What  do  we  read  in  John  xvii.  5  and  24;  and  what 

do  we  learn  from  comparing  those  verses  with  this 
lesson  ? 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — What  does  tradition  say  was  the  mount  of  transfiguration — how  show  this  tradition  to 
be  wrong — was  the  transfiguration  by  day  or  by  night — how  long  was  it  before  the  crucifixion — what  celebrated 
painting  of  the  scene  is  in  existence — where  is  it — what  do  we  learn  from  Peter  here  about  unreasoning  enthusiasm  ? 


CENTRAL  TEXT. 

Commit  to  memory. 


-Verses  1-5. 


LESSON  TAUGHT. - 

of  the  glory  of  Christ. 


-A  lesson 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “  Six  days 
after  ”  the  revelation  to  the  dis¬ 
ciples  by  Jesus  of  his  coming  suf¬ 
ferings,  and  his  general  call  to 
self-denial  and  cross-bearing,  the 
transfiguration  occurred.  Its 
purpose  seems  to  have  been  to 
fortify  the  disciples  against  the 
depressing  influences  of  Jesus’ 
coming  history  ;  to  give  them  a 
gleam  of  glory  which  would  il¬ 
lumine  and  disperse  the  cloud. 
Tabor  is  the  traditional  moun¬ 
tain,  but  Hermon  is  the  real 
scene  of  these  events.  “Trans¬ 
figured” —  changed  in  form  or 
appearance.  “  Moses  ”  represented  the  Law,  and  “  Elias  ”  (Elijah)  the  prophets.  Peter's  impulsive 
disposition  got  the  better  of  him,  as  so  often.  “  A  bright  cloud  ”  was  a  mist  of  brightness.  “Jesus 
only — hear  him.”  He  is  the  sum  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  Verss  9  indicates  again  caution  not 
to  get  before  God’s  plan.  Verse  11  indicates  that  the  sc**>bes  were  right  in  saying  the  Scriptures  so 
taught ;  but  Jesus  goes  on  to  show  that  this  Scripture  hAd  already  been  fulfilled  in  the  work  of  John 
the  Baptist.  “  Listed  ” — willed,  pleased. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— “We  be¬ 
held  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the 
only  begotten  of  the  P’ather,  full  of 
grace  and  truth.”  John  i.  14. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M 

Matt.  xvii.  1  — 13. 

T. 

2  Pet.  i.  12-21. 

w. 

Dent,  xxxiv.  5,6;  2  Kings 

TH. 

Phii.'iV.  5-1 1. 

F. 

John  xvii. 

SAT 

Matt,  xxvii.  52,  53;  1  Cor. 

xv.  21-28. 

S. 

Mark  ix.  2-12 ;  Luke  ix. 

js-36. 
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May  9,  8  880. 


Lesson  VI. 


International  Bible  Lessons. 


Matt.  xix.  13-26. 


JESUS  AM) 

13.  Then  were  there  brought  unto  him  lit 
tie  children,  that,  he  should  put  his  hands  on 
them,  and  pray:  and  the  disciples  rebuked 
them. 

14.  But  Jesus  said.  Suffer  little  children,  and 
forbid  them  not,  to  come  unto  me:  for  of  such 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

15.  And  he  laid  his  hands  on  them,  and  de¬ 
parted  thence. 

16.  And  behold,  one  came  and  said  unto 
him,  Good  Master,  what  good  thing  shall  I 
do,  that  I  may  have  eternal  life? 

17.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Why  callest  thou 
me  good  ?  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is, 
God  :  but  if  thou  wilt  en(er  into  life,  keep  the 
commandments. 

18.  He  saith  unto  him,  Which  ?  Jesus  said. 
Thou  shall  do  no  murder,  Thou  shalt  not  com¬ 
mit  adultery.  Thou  shalt  not  steal,  Thou  shalt 
not  bear  false  witness, 

19.  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother :  and, 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. 

20.  The  young  man  saith  unto  him,  All  these 


THE  YOUNG. 

!  things  have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up:  what 
lack  I  yet  ? 

21.  Jesus  said  unto  him,  If  thou  wilt  be 
perfect,  go  and  sell  ihat  thou  hast,  and 
give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shah  have  trea¬ 
sure  in  heaven  :  and  come  and  follow  me. 

22.  But  when  the  young  man  heard  that 
saying,  he  went  away  sorrowful  :  for  he 
had  great  possessions. 

23.  Then  sail  Jesus  unto  his  disci¬ 
ples,  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  That  a  rich 
man  shall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 

24  And  again  I  say  unto  you,  It  is 
easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye 
of  a  needl-*,  than  for  a  rich  m^n  to  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

25.  When  his  disciples  heard  it,  they 
were  exceedingly  amazed,  saying,  Who 
then  can  be  Saved  ? 

20  But  Jesus  beheld  them,  and  said 
unto  them,  With  men  this  is  impossible  ; 
but  with  God  all  things  are  possible. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

1.  Who  were  brought  to  Jesus?  What  for?  In  what 

part  of  the  country  was  he  ? 

2.  How  did  the  disciples  view  this  bringing  of  the  chil¬ 

dren,  and  what  did  they  do  ? 

3.  How  was  Jesus  affected  by  this  conduct  of  his  dis¬ 

ciples?  Mark  x  14.  What  did  he  say?  What 
did  he  do?  Compare  Mark  x.  16.  Did  Jesus 
bless  the  chilrden,  or  was  it  all  an  empty  form? 

4.  How  are  we  to  understand  our  Lord's  word  concern- 

little  children, “Ofsuch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven?" 
Compare  xviii.  1-6,  ro. 

5.  Are  little  children  by  nature  holy?  John  iii.  6. 

What  is  necessary,  to  see  the  kingdom  of  God? 
John  iii.  3.  How  are  men  “born  again?"  John 

iii- 5- 

6.  In  what  ordinance  is  this  grace  offered  and  conferred  ? 

Matt,  xxviii.  19.  How  does  Jesus’  treatment  of 
little  children  show  that  they  are  proper  subjects 
of  baptism  ? 

7-  What  do  we  learn  here  of  the  proper  treatment  of 
little  children? 

THE  YOUNG  MAN. 

8.  Who  is  represented  in  the  second  part  of  our  lesson 

as  coming  to  Jesus?  Compare  ver.  22,  and  Luke 
xviii.  18.  What  showed  his  earnestness?  Mark 
x.  17. 

9.  How  did  he  address  Jesus,  and  what  did  he  ask  ? 


From  this  question,  how,  evidently,  did  he  think 
eternal  life  was  to  be  had  ? 

10.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  about  the  “good?" 

What  did  Jesus  mean? 

11.  What  way  of  entering  into  life  did  Jesus  then  point 

out  to  him?  In  explanation,  the  commandments 
of  which  table  of  the  law  did  he  quote,  and  why 
these  ? 

12.  What  answer  did  the  young  man  make?  What  sort 

of  a  young  man,  evidently,  was  he?  What  is  said 
in  Mark  x  21  ’ 

13.  To  what  test  die  Jesus  then  put  him  ?  Was  this  a 

new  and  suet  ai  test?  Compare  Dent.  vi.  4-9  ; 
Mark  xii.  2S-3.  . 

14.  On  hearing  this,  what  did  the  young  man  do?  Why? 

What  did  his  conduct  show  ? 

A  WARNING. 

15.  What  did  Jesus  then  say  to  his  disciples?  How  did 

he  illustrate  the  ditficulty  ?  How  do  you  account 
for  this  difficulty?  Compare  Mark  x.  24  ;  1  Tim. 
vi.  17-19. 

16.  How,  then,  may  a  rich  man  be  saved  ?  Can  you 

mention  any  rich  men  spoken  of  in  the  Bible  who 
were  men  of  faith,  and  were  saved? 

17.  What  solemn  warning  to  all  young  men  is  there  in 

this  lesson  ?  What  lesson  to  parents  in  reference 
to  their  growing-up  sons? 

18.  What  is  the  object  of  life?  Compare  1  Cor.  vi.  20; 

Phil.  1.  21. 


COLLATERAL  Questions. — Can  any  one  keep  the  second  table  of  the  law  without  prior  regard  to  the  first  table 
(Compare  Luther’s  explanation  of  the  commandments) — what  is  the  value  of  morality — the  danger  of  it — the  only 
way  of  life. 


CENTRAL  TEXT— Verses  2 
26.  Commit  to  memory. 


LESSON  TAUGHT-  —  Jesus 
claims  the  young. 


GOLDEN  TEXT- — “  But  Jesus 
said,  Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid 
them  not,  to  come  unto  me;  for  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
Verse  14. 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “Little  chil¬ 
dren  "—  so  small  that  Luke  calls 
them  infants.  The  too  common 
neglect  of  little  children,  and 
shoving  them  aside,  is  here  se¬ 
verely  reproved.  A  little  child 
was  made  by  the  Master  a  type 
of  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Of  course,  the  na¬ 
tural  depravity  and  need  of  re¬ 
generation  of  every  child  is  not 
here  denied  ;  but  the  evil  is  less 
developed  than  anywhere  else 
in  the  race. — The  young  ruler 

was  a  legalist;  his  outer  life  among  mes  was  very  fair,  but  his  heart  was  not  right  before  God  ;  his 
affections  were  with  his  treasure  on  the  earth.  His  self-esteem  and  persistence  required  so  severe  a 
test  of  character  as  verse  21  called  for.  Verse  24  contains  a  proverbial  expression  for  a  most  difficult 
thing.  In  view  of  this  lesson  is  it  not  sad  to  see  men  now  seeking  and  holding  riches  as  the  chief 
good? — The  scene  of  this  lesson  was  Perea,  beyond  Jordan. 


SCRIPTURE 

READINGS 

M. 

Matt,  xix 

.  1-30. 

T. 

Luke  xvi 

9-15. 

w. 

Matt,  xv 

19-31. 

TH. 

ii.  1-14. 

F. 

John  iii. 

1-18. 

SAT 

<  Matt.  vi. 

19-24. 

S. 

Mark  x. 

3-31  ;  Luke  xviii. 
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HI  ay  16,  1880. 

International  Bible  Lessons.  Whitsunday  Lesson. 


RESPONSIVE  READING. 


Supt. — For  the  prophecy  came  not  in  old 
time  by  the  will  of  man  ;  but  holy  men  of  God 
spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

School. — And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last 
days,  saith  the  Lord,  1  will  pour  out  of  my 
Spirit  upon  all  flesh. 

Sui’T. — And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized, 
went  up  straightway  out  of  the  water:  and  lo, 
the  heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  he  saw 
the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove,  and 
lighting  upon  him. 

School. — For  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit  by 
measure  unto  him. 

Supt. —  He  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  with  fire. 

School. — For  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet 
given;  because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glori¬ 
fied. 

Supt. — But  when  the  Comforter  is  come, 
whom  I  will  send  unto  you  from  the  Father, 
even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth  from 
the  Father,  he  shall  testify  of  me. 

School. — And  when  .he  is  come  he  will  re¬ 
prove  the  world  of  sin,  and  of  righteousness, 
and  of  judgment. 

Suit. — And  behold  I  send  the  promise  of 
my  Father  upon  you;  but  tarry  ye  in  the  city 
of  Terusalem,  until  ye  be  endued  with  power 
from  on  high. 

School. — Ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you. 

Suit. — And  when  the  day  of  Pentecost  was 


fully  come,  they  were  all  with  one  accord  in  I 
one  place. 

School. — And  suddenly  there  came  a  sound 
from  heaven,  as  of  a  rushing  mighty  wind,  and 
it  filled  all  the  house  where  they  were  sitting.  I 

Suit. — And  there  appeared  unto  them  cloven 
tongues  like  as  of  fire,  and  it  sat  upon  each  of 
them. 

School. — And  they  were  all  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  began  to  speak  with  other 
tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance. 

Suit — This  is  that  which  was  spoken  by 
the  prophet  |oel. 

School. — And  the  Lord  added  to  the  church 
daily  such  as  should  be  saved. 

Suit.  —  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

School. — That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is 
flesh  ;  and  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is 
spirit. 

Supt. — According  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us, 
by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing 
of  the  I  loly  Ghost ; 

School. — Which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour, 

Suit — If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  also 
walk  in  the  Spirit. 

School. —  And  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God,  whereby  ye  are  sealed  unto  the  day  of  re¬ 
demption. 

All  {sino-). — Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 


QUESTIONS  ON 

i  Meaning  of  “  Pentecost?  "  From  what  day  was  it  | 
reckoned?  On  what  day  of  the  week  did  it  al¬ 
ways  fall?  What  Jewish  festival  was  kept  on 
that  day?  Deut.  xvi.  9-12  ,  Lev.  xxiii.  15-21. 

2.  What  wonderful  thing  occurred  on  the  Pentecost 

after  Jesus’  resurrection  ?  Give  some  particulars 
of  that  day's  events  at  Jerusalem?  Were  there 
many  strangers  in  the  city  that  day  ? 

3.  What  do  we  celebrate  at  Christmas?  At  Easter? 

To-day?  By  wha^  name  do  we  often  call  this 
day?  Why? 

4.  Who  is  the  Holy  Spirit?  How  do  you  show  that  he 

is  a  person  ?  How  show  that  he  is  a  divine  person  ? 
See  Acts  v.  3,  4.  How  show  that  he  is  one  and  equal 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son?  Matt,  xxviii.  19  ; 

2  Cor.  xiii.  14. 

5.  What  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  set  forth  in  Heb. 

iii.  7,8;  Rev.  vxii.  17?  In  2  Cor.  iv.  6?  In  John 
xvii.  17,  with  Rom.  xv.  16,  last  clause?  In  Phil, 
i .  6. 

6.  What  is  the  third  article  of  the  Creed?  What  is 

Luther’s  explanation  of  this?  (See  Catechism.) 


THE  LESSON. 

7.  How  do  you  show  that  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  in  us 

is  absolutely  necessary  to  salvation?  John  iii.  5. 

8.  How  does  the  Holy  Spirit  usually  operate  on  the 

heart?  John  xvii.  17;  2  Tim.  iii.  16,  17.  How 
was  this  illustrated  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  ? 
Compare  Acts  ii.  14,  37. 

9.  How  many  believed  the  Spirit's  word  on  the  day  of 

Pentecost?  Why  were  not  all  the  people  con¬ 
verted  that  day?  Compare  Acts  ii.  41,44. 

10.  What  will  the  Holy  Spirit  do  foi  us,  if  we  allow 
him?  See  John  xiv.  26;  xvi.  8-1  » ;  Rom  v.  5. 
ti.  What  assurance  does  the  Holy  Spirit’s  dwelling  in 
us  give?  1  Cor.  i  22;  Eph.  i.  13,  14. 

12.  To  whom  is  the  Holy  Spirit  promised  ?  See  Acts 

ii.  38,  39 ;  xi.  15-13. 

13.  How  do  we,  and  others,  know  that  we  have  the 

Holy  Spirit?  Gal.  v.  22-24. 

14.  What  warning  is  given  in  Eph.  iv.  30?  How  is  he 

grieved  ? 

15.  What  hope  is  set  forth  in  Rom.  viii.  11?  Does  that 

Spirit  dwell  in  you? 


GOLDEN  TEXT — “  He  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  forever  ,  even  the 

Spirit  of  tiuth.v  rohn  xiv.  16. 
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Lesson  VIII# 


International  SSible  Lessons. 


Matt.  xxii.  1-14. 


THE  MABRI 

1.  And  Jesus  answered  and  spake  unto  them  again  by 
parables,  and  said, 

2.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  certain  king, 

.  vhich  made  a  marriage  for  his  son, 

3.  And  sent  forth  his  servants  to  call  them  that 
were  bidden  to  the  wedding :  and  they  would  not 
come. 

4.  Again,  he  sent  forth  other  servants,  saying,  Tell 
them  which  are  bidden,  Behold,  I  have  prepared  my 
dinner:  my  oxen  and  my  fadings  are  killed,  and  all 
things  are  ready  :  come  unto  the  marriage. 

5.  But  they  made  light  of  it,  and  went  their  ways,  one  ; 
to  his  farm,  another  to  his  merchandise  : 

6.  And  the  remnant  took  his  servants,  and  entreated.  . 
them  spitefully,  and  slew  them. 

7.  But  when  the  king  ..heard  ther  cof,  he  was  wroth  :  j 
and  he  sent  forth  his  armies,  and  d  estroyed  those  mur¬ 
derers,  and  burned  up  their  city. 


AGE  FEAST. 

8.  Then  saith  he  to  his  servants,  The  wedding  is 
ready,  but  they  which  were  bidden  were  not  worthy. 

9.  Go  ye  therefore  into  the  highways,  and  as  man)-  as 
ye  shall  find,  bid  to  the  marriage. 

10.  So  those  servants  went  out  into  the  highways,  and 
gathered  together  all  as  many  as  they  found,  both  bad 
and  good  :  and  the  wedding  was  furnished  with  guests. 

11.  And  when  the  king  came  in  to  see  the 
guests,  he  saw  there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a 
wedding  garment  : 

12.  And  he  saith  unto  him.  Friend,  how  earnest 
thou  in  hither  not  having  a  wedding  garment  ? 
And  he  was  speechless. 

13.  Then  said  the  king  to  the  servants,  Bind 
him  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  away,  and  cast 
him  into  outer  darkness  ;  there  shall  be  weeping 
and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

14.  For  many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen. 


QUESTIONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


THE  MARRIAGE. 

1.  Where  was  Jesus  when  he  spoke  the  words  of  our 

lesson?  To  whom  did  he  address  them?  In  an¬ 
swer  to  what?  (See  xxi.  23)- 

2.  What  two  parables  had  he  already  spoken  in  his  an¬ 

swer?  What  is  the  parable  of  our  lesson  called? 
Of  what  is  it  a  similitude  ? 

3.  Who  is  the  king?  Who  is  his  son?  Who  is  the 

bride?  When  is  the  wedding? 

THE  FIRST  BIDDEN. 

4.  What  Eastern  custom  of  invitations  to  such  festivi¬ 

ties  is  referred  to  in  verses  3  and  4?  What  showed 
on  this  occasion  the  earnestness  of  thi  king? 

5.  How  did  the  first  bidden,  in  general,  act?  How,  in 

particular,  did  some  treat  the  call?  What  inter¬ 
ested  them  more?  How  did  others  treat  the 
king’s  servants? 

6.  How  was  the  king  affected  by  their  conduct?  What 

did  he  do  to  them  ? 

7.  Who  were  the  first  bidden  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven? 

Compare  Acts  xiii.  45,  46  ;  and  Rom.  ii.  10. 

8.  Who  were  the  several  sets  of  servants  sent  to  say  all 

things  were  ready?  See  Matt.  iii.  1-9  ;  iv.  17,23  ; 
x.  5-7  ;  Luke  x.  1  ;  Acts  xi.  19  ;  xiii.  4s,  46. 

9.  Show  how  any  had  made  light  of  their  call  ?  Com¬ 


pare  verse  25.  Cm  you  mention  any  of  the  ser¬ 
vants  who  were  entreated  spitefully  and  slain  ? 

10.  What  in  history  was  the  fulfillment  of  verse  7  ?  Com¬ 

pare  Luke  xix.  41-44:  xxiii.  28.  What  sentence 
was  passed  by  the  king  on  the  first  bidden  ? 
THOSE  AFTERWARDS  BIDDEN. 

11.  Was  the  wedding  to  be  left  without  guests?  What 

order  was  now  given  to  the  king’s  servants?  What 
success  had  they  in  carrying  it  out? 

12.  What  is  the  interpretation  of  this  part  of  the  parable? 

Compare  Matt,  xxviii.  19;  Acts  i.  8 ;  xi.  1-18; 
xiii.  46,  47  ;  Rev.  xxii.  17. 

13.  What  is  said,'  verse  to,  of  the  extent  of  the  invitation. 
.  and  gathering  ?  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 

THE  PRESUMPTUOUS  GUEST. 

14.  When  the  guests  were  assembled,  what  did  the  king 

do  ?  What  did  he  notice  about  one  of  the  guests  ? 
What  did  he  say  to  him  ?  What  did  the  man  re¬ 
ply?  Why  was  he  speechless? 
t 5.  What  order  did  the  king  give  concerning  this  man? 

16.  What  is  the  wedding  garment?  Who  is  the  guest 

without  one?  Who  are  the  called?  The  chosen? 
What  is  the  outer  darkness  ?  Compare  Rev.  xxii. 

15.  What  the  condition  of  those  there? 

17.  Have  you  been  called  to  the  wedding?  Are  you 

going?  Are  you  read)-  ? 


Collateral  Questions.— Compare  with  this  the  parable  of  the  Great  Slipper  (Luke  xiv.  16-24)— that  of  the 
Ten  Virgins  (Matt.  xxv.  1-13) — what  do  we  learn  of  God’s  plan  in  redemption? 


BRIEF  NOTES. — It  was  an 
Eastern  custom  to  send  word  to 
the  invited  when  the  entertain¬ 
ment  was  ready.  This  parable 
was  spoken  against  the  Jews,  to 
whom  salvation  was  first 
preached.  Verse  7  may  be  taken 
as  a  prophecy  of  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem.  Afterwards  the 
call  was  given  to  all  men  indis¬ 
criminately;  but  there  is  a  dis¬ 
crimination  afterwards.  Either 
the  king  provided  wedding  gar¬ 
ments  for  all,  as  was  sometimes  done,  or  it  was  well  understood  none  could  come  without.  The 
presumptuous  guest  had  no  excuse.  The  “  wedding  garment  ”  represents  Christian  character,  based 
on  the  blood  and  righteousness  of  Christ. 


CENTRAL  TEXT. — Verses  11- 
14.  Commit  to  memory. 

LESSON  TAUGHT — The  im¬ 
portance  of  God's  invitation  to  sal¬ 
vation,  and  how  to  treat  it. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — “  As  many 
as  ye  shall  find,  bid  to  the  mar¬ 
riage.”  Verse  q. 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 

M.  Matt.  xxi.  23-32. 

T.  “  “  33-46. 

W.  “  xxii.  1-14.  [32., 

TH.  John  iii.  27-30;  Eph.  v.  25- 
F.  Rev.  xxi. 

SAT.  “  xxii. 

S.  Matt.  xxv.  1-13. 
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‘id  {Quarter. 
Lesson  SX. 


AUGSBURG  LESSON  LEAF. 

International  I5ible  Lessons, 


May  30,  1880. 

Matt.  xxv.  31-.1/V 


THE  JUDGMENT. 


31.  When  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  his  glory, 
and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory: 

32.  And  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations  :  and 
he  shall  separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats  : 

33.  And  he  shall  set  the  sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but 
the  goats  on  the  left. 

34.  Then  shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on  his 
right  hand,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  in¬ 
herit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  : 

35.  For  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me 
meat  :  I  was  thirsty,  and  /e  gave  me  di  ink  :  I  was 
a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in  : 

36.  Naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  :  I  was  sick,  and 

ye  visited  me  :  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto 
me. 

37.  Then  shall  the  righteous  answer  him,  say¬ 
ing,  Lord,  when  saw  we  thee  an  hungered,  and 
fed  thee?  or  thirsty,  and  gave  thee  drink  ? 

38.  When  saw  we  thee  a  stranger,  and  took 
thee  in  ?  or  naked,  and  clothed  thee  ? 


39-  Or  when  saw  we  thee  sick,  or  in  prison,  and 
came  unto  thee  ? 

40.  /\nd  the  King  shall  answer  and  say  unto 
them,  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  dene  it  unto  me. 

41.  Then  shall  he  say  also  unto  tl<em  on  the  left  hand,  I 
Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  lire,  pre-  I 
pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  : 

42.  For  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat:  I 
|  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink  : 

43.  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in:  naked,  I 
and  ye  clothed  me  not:  sick,  and  in  prison,  and  ye  I 
visited  me  not. 

44.  1  hen  shall  they  also  answer  him,  saying,  Lord,  I 
!  when  saw  thee  an  hungered,  or  athirst,  or  a  stranger,  or  I 
I  naked,  or  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  did  not  minister  unto  I 
j  thee  ? 

45«.  Then  shall  he  answer  them,  saying,  Verily  I  say  I 
!  unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  I 
of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me. 

46.  And  these  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punish-  I 
I  ment:  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 


QUE  flONS  ON  THE  LESSON. 


OPENING  SCENE. - 

1.  Our  lesson  is  in  whose  words?  Where  did  he  speak 

them  ?  When  ? 

2.  Whose  coming  is  spoken  of?  When  will  it  be? 

How  differ  frou  his  first  coming?  Who  will  be 
with  him  ? 

3.  What  position  will  he  take?  Who  is  he  that  will  sit 

there?  Why  he?  Comp.  John  v.  22;  Acts  xvii. 
31  ;  Rom .  ii.  16. 

4.  What  both  of  hope  and  fear  is  there  in  the  fact  that 

the  Judge  is  to  “  the  Son  of  man  ?  ” 

5.  Who  will  be  gathered  before  him  ?  Of  this  age  or 

of  all  ages?  Will  you  be  there? 

6.  How  does  John,  in  the  Revelation,  give  this  scene  ? 

Rev.  xx.  1  1  — x 5 . 

THE  SEPARATION. 

7.  What  is  he  who  will  sit  on  the  throne  called  in  ver. 

31?  In  vs.  34  and  40?  To  whom  is  he  likened  in 
ver.  32  ? 

8.  What  will  he  do?  How  will  he  know  them?  See 

John  x.  14 ;  Acts  .  24  ;  Rev.  i  14  (last  clause). 

9.  Into  how  many  companies  will  he  separate  the  vast 

multitude?  On  what  basis,  as  appears  from  what 
follows? 


10.  What  is  the  character  ascribed  to  those  on  the  right 

hand  ?  vs.  3s.  36.  To  those  on  the  left?  vs.  42, 

43.  What  are  the  former  called  in  verse  37  ? 

11.  What  surprise  will  take  both  companies  ?  vs.  37-39, 

44.  What  answer  will  the  King  make  to  each  of 
them  ? 

12.  What  is  the  divine  rule  of  i"dging  ?  Matt.  vii.  16. 

Where  will  they  be  who  are  spoken  of  in  Matt, 
vii.  22?  Comp  Lk.  vi.  46. 

13.  What  shows  the  profession  (ver.  44)  of  those  on  the 

left  hand  to  be  false?  Comp.  James  ii.  14,20,  26. 
How  does  Paul,  in  Rom.  ii.  6,  give  the  rule  of 
<  h x I'-,  ju  Igment  ? 

T4.  According  to  vs.  40,  45,  how  is  Christ  represented  in 
the  world?  Comp  Matt.  x.  40-42  ;  xviii.  5;  John  j 
xiii.  20,  xiv.  23.  1  John  iv.  14,  v.  1. 

THE  END. 

15  What  will  trie  king  call  those  on  the  right  hand  ?  To  I 
what  will  he  invite  them? 

16.  What  will  he  call  those  on  the  left?  What  sentence  I 
pass  upon  them  ? 

77.  For  whom  was  heaven  prepared  ?  For  whom,  hell?  ' 
18.  What  is  the  former  called  in  verse  46?  The  latter?  I 
In  what  are  these  diverse  endings  alike?  To  I 
which  of  them  are  you  going? 


COLLATERAL  Questions- — How  was  the  judgment  illustrated  in  the  parable  of  the  Tares — what  is  necessary,  to 
make  our  external  acts  good  in  God's  sight  (1  Cor.  xiii.  3) — what  is  the  condemnation  to  which  they  are  exposed 
who  have  heard  the  Gospel  (John  iii.  18-2:) — how  will  it  be  with  those  who  have  not  heard  it  (Rom.  ii.  6-16)? 


CENTRAL  TEXT.— Verses 
40.  Commit  to  memory. 


34- 


SCRIPTURE  READINGS. 


LESSON  TAUGHT.  —  Always 
to  remember  the  judgment  to  come. 

GOLDEN  TEXT*  —  “  And  these 
shall  go  away  into  everlasting  pun¬ 
ishment  :  but  the  righteous  into  life 
eternal."  Verse  46. 


Matt. 


XXV.  I- 


John  v. 


31-46. 


BRIEF  NOTES.— “The  Son 
of  man,"  being  both  human  and 
divine,  thus  becomes  a  most  fit 
Judge.  Moreover,  he  who  was 
manifest  in  weakness,  a  babe, 
and,  two  days  after  he  uttered 
the  words  of  our  lesson,  was 
crucified,  thus  emptied  of  glory 
(Phil.  ii.  7,  8),  will  come  again, 
and,  next  time,  “  in  his  glory." 
Reflect  on  who  will  come  with 
him  and  who  will  be  gathered 
before  him,  and  think  how 
fore,  he  was  a  Shepherd  to  feed  ;  now.  to  divide.  Note  that 
Have  done  it"  and  “  did  it  not:" 


M. 

T. 

W. 

TH 

F.  “  111.  14-21. 

SAT.  Ron.  .i.  1-16. 
S.  Rev.  xx.  11-xxi 


awfully  majestic  the  scene  will  be  !— B 

he  is  the  King,  too,  now,  before  whom  every  knee  shall  bow  ! 
mark  well  these  two  words.  Note,  on  the  one  hand  (37-  9),  the  modest  sense  of  unworthiness,  and, 
on  the  other  (44),  the  claim — and,  in  both  cases,  that  the  character  had  matured  in  a  manner  uncon¬ 
sciously.  “Everlasting"  and  11  eternal  "  in  verse  46,  are  precisely  the  same  word  in  the  original  ; 
and  mean  what  we  usually  understand  by  them.  The  Judgment  Ji.xes  man's  state. 
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ORDER  OF  SERVICE. 


Supt.— The  Lord  is  in  His  Holy  Temple;  let 
all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  Him. 

O  Lord,  open  Thou  my  lips,  .and  my  mouth 
shall  show  forth  Thy  praise. 

The  school  will  sing  or  say  the 
Gloria  Patri. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to 
the  Holy  Ghost ; 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall 
be,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Confession  of  Sin. 

Supt. — The  Holy  Scriptures  declare,  that  if 
we  say  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves, 
and  the  truth  is  not  in  us  ;  but  that  if  we  confess 
our  sins,  God  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us 
our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness.  Let  us,  therefore,  confess  our  sins  unto 
our  Heavenly  P'ather,  with  sincere,  humble  and 
obedient  hearts,  that  we  may  obtain  forgiveness 
of  the  same,  by  His  infinite  goodness  and  mercy. 

School  and  Supt. — Almighty  and  most  mer¬ 
ciful  P'ather,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open, 
and  all  desires  are  known,  all  whose  command¬ 
ments  are  just,  necessary,  and  good ;  we  confess 
unto  Thee  that  we  have  erred  and  strayed  from 
Thy  ways  like  lost  sheep.  We  have  followed 
too  much  the  devices  and  desires  of  our  own 
hearts.  We  have  offended  against  Thy  holy 
laws.  We  have  left  undone  those  things  which 
we  ought  to  have  done  ;  and  we  have  done 
those  things  which  we  ought  not  to  have  done.  | 
But  enter  not,  we  beseech  Thee,  into  judgment 
with  us ;  for  in  Thy  sight  shall  no  man  living 
be  justified.  As  Thou  desirest  not  the  death  of  | 
a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  may  turn  from  his  j 
wickedness  and  live — have  mercy,  O  Lord,  j 
upon  us,  miserable  offenders.  Spare  Thou 
those,  O  God,  who  confess  their  fruits.  Restore  j 
Thou  those  who  are  truly  penitent,  according 
to  Thy  gracious  promises  declared  unto  man¬ 
kind  in  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord.  And  grant,  O 
most  merciful  Father,  that  we  may  hereafter 


live  a  godly,  righteous  and  sober  life,  to  the 
glory  of  Thy  holy  name,  through  Thy  blessed 
Son,  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer. 

The  school  will  sing  or  say  : 

O  God,  the  Father  in  Heaven,  have  mercy 
upon  us  1 

O  God,  the  Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world,  have 
mercy  upon  us ! 

O  God,  the  Lloly  Ghost,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
1  grant  us  Thy  peace  !  Amen. 

The  school  will  sayi 

1  *  e  Apostles’  Creed. 

I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty. 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth. 

And  in  Jesus  Christ  His  otily  Son,  our  Lord, 
who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  born 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius 
Pilate,  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried  ;  He  de¬ 
scended  into  the  place  of  departed  spirits;  the 
third  day  Pie  rose  from  the  dead  ;  He  ascended 
into  heaven,  and  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of 
God  the  P'ather  Almighty ;  from  thence  He 
shall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead. 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  holy  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  the  communion  of  saints ;  the 
forgiveness  of  sins ;  the  resurrection  of  the 
body  ;  and  the  life  everlasting.  Amen. 

Hymn. 

Reading  of  Scriptures  selected  by  the  Supt. 
Hymn. 

Prayer. 

Hymn. 

Reading  of  the  Lesson. 

Study  of  the  Lesson. 

Hymn  (selection  from  Book  of  Worship',, 
Review  of  the  Lesson. 

Announcements,  Reports,  etc. 

Hymn. 

Prayer  (ending  with  the  Lord’s  Frayer). 
Distribution  of  Library  books. 

Dismission. 
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SECOND  QUARTER. 


1  (358).  -  7S- 

Jesus,  Lover  of  my  soul. 

Let  me  to  Thy  bosom  fly. 

While  the  nearer  waters  roll, 

While  the  tempest  still  is  high  : 

Hide  me,  O  my  Saviour,  hide, 

Till  the  storm  of  life  is  past; 

Safe  into  the  haven  guide; 

Oh,  receive  my  soul  at  last ! 

Other  refuge  have  I  none  ; 

Hangs  my  helpless  soulonlhee: 

Leave,  ah,  leave  me  not  alone, 

Still  support  and  comfort  me  ; 

All  my  trust  on  Thee  is  stay'd, 

All  my  help  from  Thee  I  bring ; 

Cover  my  defenceless  head 

With  the  shadow  of  Thy  wing. 

Plenteous  grace  with  Thee  is  found, 
Grace  to  cover  all  my  sin  ; 

Let  the  healing  streams  abound. 
Make  and  keep  me  pure  within. 

Thou  of  life  the  Fountain  art. 
Freely  let  me  take  of  Thee  ; 

Spring  Thou  up  within  my  heart, 
Rise  to  ail  eternity.  ^ 


And  when  we  taste  Thy  love, 
Our  joys  div  inely  grow 
Unspeakable,  like  those  above, 
And  Heaven  begins  below. 


6  (499)-  IX-  9>  9. 

1  think,  when  X  read  that  sweet  story 
of  old. 

When  Jesus  was  here  among  men, 
How  He  call'd  little  children  as  lambs 
to  His  fold,  [then. 

I  should  like  to  have  been  with  them 


To  pray,  and  wait  the  horn, 

That  awful  hour  unknown, 

When,  robed  in  majesty  and  power, 

Thou  shalt  from  heaven  come  down. 

Oh,  may  we  all  be^ found 
Obedient  to  Thy  word — 

Attentive  to  the  trumpet’s  sound, 
And  looking  for  our  Lord  1 


Yet  still  to  His  footstool  in  prayer  I 
may  go. 

And  ask  for  a  share  in  His  love  ; 
And  if  I  thus  earnestly  seek  Him  be¬ 
low,  [above  — 

I  shall  see  Him  and  hear  Him 


In  that  beautiful  place  He  is  gone  to 
prepare  [given ; 

For  all  who  are  wash’d  and  for- 
And  many  dear  children  are  gathei  ing 
there, 

“  For  of  such  is  the  kingdom  ot 
heaven.’’ 


2(329)-  US  &  IDS 

Conte  ye  disconsolate,  where’er  ye 
languish,  [kneel: 

Come,  at  the  mercy-seat  fervently 
Here  bring  your  wounded  hearts, 
here  tell  your  anguish  ; 

Earth  has  no  sorrows  that  Heaven 
cannot  heal. 

Toy  of  the  desolate.  Light  of  the 
straying,  [pure, 

Hope  of  the  penitent,  fadeless  and 
Here  speaks  the  Comforter,  in  mercy 
saying, 

Earth  has  no  sorrows  that  Heaven 
cannot  cure. 

Here  see  the  Bread  of  Life  ;  see  waters 
flowing  [boundless  in  love  ; 

Forth  from  the  throne  of  God, 
Conte  to  the  feast  prepared;  come, 
ever  knowing 

Earth  has  its  sorrows,  but  Heaven 
can  remove. 


7  (186).  7s 

Gracious  Spirit — Love  divine  ! 

Let  Thy  light  within  me  shine  : 
All  my  guilty  fears  re  move  ; 

Fill  me  with  Thy  heavenly  love. 


10  (347)-  6s> 

Thy  way,  not  mine,  O  Lord, 
However  dark  it  be  ! 

Lead  me  by  Thine  own  hand  ; 

Choose  out  the  path  for  me. 
Smooth  let  it  be,  or  rough. 

It  still  will  be  the  best; 

Winding  or  straight,  it  leads 
Right  onward  to  Thy  rest. 

I  dare  not  choose  my  lot : 

1  would  not,  if  1  might : 

Choose  Thou  for  me,  my  God, 

So  shall  1  walk  aright. 

The  kingdom  that  I  seek 
Is  Thine  ;  so  let  the  way 
That  leads  to  it  be  Thine, 

Lise  I  must  surely  stray. 


Life  and  peace  to  me  impart; 
Seal  salvation  on  my  heart ; 
Dwell  Thyself  within  my  breast. 
Earnest  of  immortal  rest. 


S.  M. 


3  (449)- 

Ye  servants  of  the  Lord, 

Each  in  his  office  wait, 
Observant  of  His  heavenly  word, 
And  watchful  at  His  gate. 

Let  all  your  lamps  be  bright, 

And  trim  the  golden  flame  ; 

Gird  up  your  loins,  as  in  His  sight, 
For  awful  is  His  name. 

Oh,  happy  servant  he 

In  such  a  posture  found  ! 

He  shall  his  Lord  with  rapture  see, 
And  be  with  honor  crown’d. 


Let  me  never  from  Thee  stray  ; 
Keep  me  in  the  narrow  way  ; 
Fill  my  soul  with  joy  divine  ; 
Keep  me.  Lord,  forever  Thine. 


8  (29°}  •  11S' 

Delay  not,  delay  not,  O  sinner,  draw 
near ; 

The  waters  of  life  are  now  flowing 
for  thee ! 

No  price  is  demanded,  the  Saviour  is 
here, 

Redemption  is  purchased,  salvation 
is  free. 


11  (127),  L- M- 

When  1  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 
My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss. 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 
Forbid  it.  Lord,  that  I  should  boast, 
Save  in  the  death  of  Christ  my  God ; 
All  the  vain  things  that  charm  me 
most, 

I  sacrifice  them  to  his  blood. 

See  from  His  head.  His  hands.  His 
feet, 

Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled  down; 

Did  e'er  such  love  and  sorrow  meet* 
Or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  crown  ? 
Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine, 
That  were  a  present  far  too  small ; 
Love  so  amazing,  so  divine. 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all.1 


4  (345). 

Must  Jesus  hear  the  cross  alone, 

And  all  the  world  go  free  V 
No,  there’s  a  cross  for  every  one, 
And  there’s  a  cross  for  me. 

The  consecrated  cross  I’ll  bear. 

Till  death  shall  set  me  free, 

And  then  go  home  my  crown  to  wear, 
For  there’s  a  crown  for  me 


Delay  not,  delay  not ;  why  longer 
abuse 

The  love  and  compassion  of  Jesus, 
thy  God  ? 

A  fountain  is  open’d,  how  canst  thou 
refuse 

To  wash  and  be  cleansed  in  Ii 
pardoning  blood  ? 


Upon  the  crystal  pavement,  down 
At  Jesus’  pierced  feet. 

Joyful  I’ll  cast  my  golden  crown. 
And  His  dear  name  repeat. 


Delay  not,  delay  not,  O  sinner,  to 
come, 

For  mercy  still  lingers,  and  calls 
thee  to-day ; 

Her  voice  is  not  heard  in  the  shades 
of  the  tomb ; 

Her  message,  unheeded,  will  soon 
pass  away. 

Delay  not,  delay  not;  the  Spiiit  of 
grace, 

Long  grieved  and  resisted,  may 
take  His  sad  flight, 

And  leave  thee  in  darkness  to  finish 
thy  race,  .  , 

To  sink  in  the  gloom  of  eternity  s 
night. 


12(396).  Ss&  7s 

Always  with  us,  always  with  us— 
Words  of  cheer  and  words  of  love. 
Thus  the  risen  Saviour  whispers, 
Front  His  dwelling  place  above. 
With  us  when  we  toil  in  sadness. 
Sowing  much  and  reaping  none; 
Telling  us  that  in  the  future 
Golden  harvests  shall  be  won. 
With  us  when  the  storm  is  sweeping 
O’er  our  pathway  dark  and  drear  1 
Waking  hope  within  our  bosoms. 
Stilling  every  anxious  fear. 

With  us  in  the  lonely  valley. 

When  we  cross  the  chilling  stream , 
Lighting  up  the  steps  to  glory 
With  salvation’s  radiant  beam. 


S.  M. 


5  (391)- 

Not  with  our  mortal  eyes 
Have  we  beheld  the  Lord  ; 

Yet  we  rejoice  to  hear  His  name, 
And  love  Him  in  His  word. 

On  earth  we  want  the  sight 

Of  our  Redeemer’s  face  ;  [light 
Yet,  Lord,  our  inmost  thoughts  de- 
To  dwell  upon  Thy  grace. 


9  (568).  -  S.  M. 

Thou  Judge  of  quick  and  dead, 
Before  whose  bar  severe, 

With  holy  joy,  or  guilty  dread, 

We  all  shall  soon  appear ; 


Our  anxious  souls  prepare 
For  that  tremendous  day  ; 

And  fill  us  now  with  watchful  care, 
And  stir  us  up  to  pray : 


13  (427)-  '  L.  M. 

When  Jesus  dwelt  in  mortal  clay, 

W  hat  were  His  works  from  day  to  day 
But  miracles  of  power  and  grace. 
Which  spread  salvation  through  oui 
race  ? 

Teach  us,  O  Lord,  to  keep  in  view 
Thy  pattern,  and  Thy  steps  pursue. 
Let  alms  bestow’d,  let  kindness  done, 
Be  witness’d  by  each  rolling  sun. 
That  man  may  last,  but  never  lives. 
Who  much  receives,  but  nothing 
gives ;  [thank, 

Whom  none  can  love,  whom  none  can 
Creation’s  blot,  creation  s  blank. 

But  he  who  marks  from  day  to  day 
In  gen’rous  acts  his  radiant  way. 
Treads  the  same  path  the  Saviour 

trod,  ^ 

The  path  to  glory  and  to  God. 


Henry  S.  Boner,  Supt.  Lutheran  Publication  House,  No.  12  North  9th  St.,  Philadelphia. 


K.EA®  THIS  TWIGS  l 

A  red  X  on  the  wrapper  in  which  you  receive 
your  Teacher  denotes  that  your  subscription 
expires  with  that  number ,  and  should  be  paid. 
.  Two  red  X’S,  thus ,  XX,  denote  that  it 
expired  sometime  before ,  and  should  have  been 
paid  before  now. 

Attention  to  these  marks  will  save  us  much 
correspondetice  and  our  subscribers  chagrin , 
perhaps. 

Booh  for  Superintendents. 

“  The  Art  of  Questioning  and  Securing  At¬ 
tention,”  by  J.  G.  Fitch,  is  a  small  book  which 
every  Sunday-school  superintendent  needs. 
We  will  send  it  by  mail  to  any  address  for  50 
cents. 


S.  S.  Convention  XVIinutes. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Fourth  National 
Sunday-school  Convention  are  selling  rapidly. 
The  book  contains  180  same  sized  pages  as  the 
Teacher ,  and  is  brim  full  of  good  things  for 
those  interested  in  Sunday-school  work. 

We  mail  them  to  any  part  of  the  United 
States  for  25  cents  a  copy,  or  21  copies  for  five 
dollars. 


Infant  S.  S.  Taper. 

At  the  Fourth  Lutheran  National  Sunday- 
school  Convention,  recently  held  at  Levvistown, 
Pa.,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“Resolved.  That  this  Convention  suggest  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Board  of  Publication  the  propriety  of 
publishing  an  illustrated  infant  Sunday-school  paper." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  recommenda¬ 
tion,  the  Board  of  Publication  has  resolved  to 
publish  an  Illustrated  Infant  Sunday-school 
paper,  beginning  with  July,  1880.  Specimens 
and  prospectus  will  be  ready  June  /,  1880. 
Thip  paper  is  intended  for  the  scholars  in  the 
Infant  Schools.  We  hope  our  friends  will  be 
ready  to  give  it  a  good  “send  off.”  At  the  ur¬ 
gent  request  of  the  Board,  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz, 
of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  who  is  knownthe  world 
over  as  a  live  Sunday-school  worker,  has  kind¬ 
ly  consented  to  be  the  editor. 


What  They  Say. 

Mr.  John  Fielding ,  one  of  the  live  men  of 
the  live  congregation  and  Sunday-school  under 
the  pastoral .  care  of  that  live  minister,  Rev. 
John  G.  Goettman,  of  Allegheny  City,  Pa., 
writes  : 

“  The  Library  books  you  sent  came  in  good  time,  and 
we  like  the  selection  so  well  that  we  have  concluded  to  j 
keep  them  all.  Mr.  Eisenbeis,  our  treasurer,  will  send  ' 
draft  for  the  same." 

Mr.  J.  M.  Miller,  of  Knoxville,  Md.,  under 
date  of  March  17,  18S0,  writes  : 

“  Enclosed  find  payment  for  Blackboard  sent  me  last 
week.  It  reached  me  on  Saturday  evening  in  good  con- 
?''>°n,and  I  used  it  in  the  school  on  Sunday  morning. 
We  think  it  a  beauty,  and  feel  proud  of  it.  Thank  you 


for  the  selection,  and  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  we 
think  the  price  very  reasonable.  *  *  *  * 

“  The  “Junior  Lesson  Leaves  ’  have  reached  me,  and 
I  am  much  pleased  with  their  appearance  and  change  ot 
title.  The  ‘little  folks1  like  attractive  things,  and  hence 
one  can  so  much  more  readily  reach  their  hearts  when 
the  medium  through  which  they  are  taught  is  pleasing 
to  the  eye.” 

Rev.  R.  B.  Whitehill,  of  Peabody,  Kansas, 
writes : 

“  The  box  of  Cruden’s  Concordances  (20  copies)  re¬ 
ceived  in  good  order.  They  give  universal  satisfaction. 
Herewith  draft  for  £20.00  for  a  second  chib  0/20  copies. 

We  sell  this  edition  of  Cruden’s  Complete 
Concordance  at  85.75  for  5  copies;  $10.50  fol¬ 
io  copies  ;  and  $20.00  for  20  copies. 

A  sample  copy  will  be  sent. by  mail, postpaid, 
on  receipt  of  $1.50;  and  on  receipt  of  the  club 
order,  a  reduction  will  be  made  to  reduce  price 
of  this  copy  to  club  rate.  The  book  contains 
856  pages,  6JJX9 yz  inches. 

Rev.  Prof.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg,  D.  D.,  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  referring  to  Dr.  Rhodes’ 
“  Life  Thoughts  for  Young  Men,”  and  “  Lives 
of  the  Leaders  of  Our  Church  Universal,” 
writes  ; 

“  They  are  excellent  hooks,  and  it  will  be  a  real  pity 
if  they  are  not  widely  circulated  ;  and  not  only  a  pity, 
but  also  a  loss  to  the  Church,  which  needs  just  such 
books.” 

Miss  Mary  Burger,  of  New  Lisbon-,  Ohio, 
when  remitting,  for  some  supplies  sent  the  Sun¬ 
day-school  in  which  she  is  a  worker,  writes  : 

“  We  are  well  pleased’with  the  cards  you  selected  and 
sent  us. " 

James  Rogers,  of  Au  Sable  Forks,  Essex  co., 
N.  X ..  when  remitting  for  a  Sunday-school  Li¬ 
brary  we  sent  him,  writes  : 

“  The  books  came  to  hand,  and  we  are  very  much 
pleased  with  them." 

M.  A.  McKee,  of  West  Winfield,  N.  Y,,  in 
remitting  his  own  subscription  and  that  of  two 
of  his  friends,  for  the  Augsburg  T eacher,  says  : 

“We  are  not  Lutherans.  There  is  no  Lutheran  church 
here:  but  we  like  the  Augsburg  Teacher  better  than 
any  other  Lesson  Help  we  have  seen,  and  hence  we  re¬ 
new  our  subscription.” 

T.  IL.  Serfass,  of  Gilbert’s,  Monroe  county. 
Pa.,  writes  : 

“As  Sunday-school  Helps,  the  Augsburg  Teacher, 
Augsburg  Lesson  Book,  and  Junior  Lesson  Leaf,  rank 
second  to  none." 

Miss  Sarah  Streeper,  of  Barren  Hill,  Pa., 
when  sending  the  remittance  for  her  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  the  Augsburg  Teacher,  takes  occasion 
to  say  : 

“  I  regard  it  as  a  very  valuable  aid  to  Sunday-school 
teachers.” 

Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman,  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
Sunday-school,  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  writes  : 

“•I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  Junior  Lesson 
Leaves .  Think  them  decidedly  improved  with  change 
in  name  and  color  of  paper.” 

Rev.  J.  A.  Bright,  Jersey  Shore,  Pa.,  writes  : 

“  Enclosed  find  check  for  Lutheran  Sunday-School 
Herald  for  another  year. 

“  The  Herald  is  a  welcome  visitor  among  us:  Our 
children  are  always  glad  when  ‘Herald- day  ’  comes. “ 

Miss  Ida  Haacker,  Nebraska  City,  Neb., 
writes  : 

“  I  consider  the  Augsburg  Teacher  a  most  excellent 
Sunday-school  help.” 
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TIIE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


ACENTS  WANTED— 675  to  8150  Per  IWIontn. 


Full  of  PRACTICAL  INFORMATION, 

The  Young  House-keeper"*  tJIJIDE, 

Xlie  Experienced  House-keeper’s  FR  i  E  N D. 
“A  book  of  more  practical  utility  will  seldom,  if  ever, 
be  found  outside  of  inspiration,” — Christian  Advocate. 
ticrnm  in  every  city  home  DV  Eieh  and  Poor. 
rtLLULU  in  all  country  homes  •  Young  and  Out. 
Fine  Paper,  Clear  Type.  Beautiful  Binding, Splendid  Illus¬ 
trations.  Nearly  Gw  Pages.  f.oio  Prices.  ,s •/. 
Address  J.  O.  JilcCUliDY  CO.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

organ  BEATTY  3‘eano 

vTmT  ,  -  s:s  a  set  Golden  Tongue  Reeds,  **  Get  A.  !i 

Knee  Swells.  Walnut  Case,  warnt’d  €»  yearn.  Stool  &  Book 
Kew  I*i»no%,  Stool,  Cover  it  Book.  $1143  to  Before 

you  buy  l»e  sure  t'*  write  me.  Illustrated  Newspaper  sent  Free. 
Address  DANL.  F.  BEATTY.  Washington,  New  Jersey. 


4.  ns  Cardinal,  Navy  Blue,  Seal  Brown 
■  ffi  §_.  aotl  Bottle  Green  Cards,  with  name 
B  “g  in  Gold,  20c.  25  Fancy  Cards,  with  name 
&sk  plain  or  in  Gold,  10c.  Agents’  outtit,  10c. 
150  styles.  Try  us, 

HULL  &  CO.,  Hudson,  New  York 


BIGLOW  &  MAIN’S 


1ST  E  W 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  SONG  BOOK, 


GOOD  AS  GOLD 

By  Rev.  R.  So  wry  aud  W.  H.  Dtiaut, 

EXCELS 

Iii  Pleasing  and  iseful  Songs 

OF  GREAT  VARIETY. 

Thousands  of  Sunday-Schools 

ALL  OVER  THE  LAND  FEEL  THE  NECESSITY  FOR  NEW 
SONGS  OF  THE  RIGHT  KIND.  ALL  SUCH  SHOULD 

ORDER  “GOOD  AS  GOLD,” 

GOOD  AS  GOLD  contains  192  pages  of 
Choice  New  Songs  by  the  most  talented  au-  i 
tliors,  and  though 

32  PAGES  LARGER, 

and  most  beautifully  gotten  up,  is  sold  at  the 
old.  popular  price— 

gI30  per  10©  copies  in  boards. 

A  Single  Specimen  Copy  sent  in  papier 
covers  Jor  examination ,  as  soon  as  published,  on 
receipt  of  "lb  cents . 

3X5Z.OW  <5T MAIN, 

76  East  \ipth  St.,  I  73  Randolph  St., 
SEW  YOKE.  [  CHICAGO, 


BLACKBOARD  DESIGNS 


FOR 

Every  Sunday-School. 


‘•The  Blackboard  and  Crayon,”  pub¬ 
lished  monthly,  for  Sunday  school 
Superintendents  only.  Subscription 
for  one  year,  postage  prepaid,  -  $0.50 

The  Blackboard  and.  ('rayon  and  Lesson 
Cards  only,  1  month  by  mail,  postage 
prepaid,  -----  .35 

G  months  bv  mail,  postage  prepaid,  2.00 
12  ”  “  “  /  “  3.50 

Subscription  for  oi.e  year,  delivered 
monthly  by  mail,  postage  prepaid, 
“The  Blackboard  and  Crayon,”  each 
month  ;  52  Perforated  Designs,  52 
Illustrated  Cards  and  1  box  Colored 
Crayons,  -  -  -  -  -  7.00 

Subscription  for  six  months,  delivered 
monthly  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  4.00 

Subscription  for  three  months,  delivered 
monthly  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  2.50 
Single  Monthly  Numbers  for  trial, 
by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  Crayons 
and  Chalk  Pad,  -  -  -  100 

Sample  Sheet ,  for  a  single  lesson,  by 
mail,  postage  prepaid,  -  -  .25 

To  all  new  subscribers  for  six  months  or 
one  year,  we  send  the  following  outfit,  in 
addition  to  above,  free  of  charge  :  1  Man¬ 
ual,  1  Chalk  Pad,  and  1  set  Thumb  Tacks. 


MATERIALS. 

Black  Paper  32x46, 

3  sheets,  by  mail,  postage  paid,  -  $0.50 
6  “  “  “  1.00 
Lapilinum  or  Blackboard  Cloth,  35x46, 
by  mail,  prepaid,  -  2.00 

Artists’  Thumb  Tacks,  set  of  4,  -  .25 

Best  square  Colored  Crayons,  assorted 
to  suit,  per  doz.,  -  -  -  .35 

Best  square  White  Crayons,  -  .20 

Chalk  Pad,  -  -  _  -  .20 

Manual,  per  copy,  with  Practice 
Sheet,  -----  .50 


Lutheran  Publication  Mouse, 

Henry  S.  Boner,  Supt.,) 

42  Korth,  Ninth.  Street, 

PHILABBirSIA, 
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Every  Infant  School 

NEEDS  I1T! 
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Semi  far  Specimen  Hapy. 

Lutheran  Publication  House, 

No.  42  North.  9th  Street,  Philadelphia. 


•£< 


vv  iieu  you  write  to  tne  Auitman  Taylor  Co.  for  Illustrated  Pamphlet,  please  say  that  you 
saw  thus  advertisement  in  the  Augsburg  S.  S.  Teacher, 
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THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


THE  SELECT  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  LIBRARIES, 

jJJos.  A  to  8  Inclusive,  Contain 

2  5  7  BOOKS, 

Which  have  been  sclectetl  amt  approved  by  a  Committe  of  the  highest  character  ami 
ability.  The  KEOIHJ.EI1  PRICES  are  : 


Xjibrary 

i  W 

»  c 

Ac, 

11, 

C, 

L, 

IO  WolraiXLefs,  12xxlo . 

40  “  . 

-40  “  “  . 

. $12.00 

.  25.00 

.  20.00 

6  c 

25  “  18mo . 

30  4  4  44  . 

.  8.00 

.  4.50 

/  , 

.50  '  ‘  16in.o . 

2<  >  “  “  . 

. 20:00 

.  •  5.00 

Primavy 

Sund 

ay-Sohooi  Xii"bra.i*y,  36  yols.,  ISinxo . 

.  5.50 

The  above  net  prices  to  Sunday-schools  average  less  than  half  the  usual  prices  of  the  same 
books  when  sold  separately.  Library  No.  7  has  been  enlarged  and  bound  in  new  style,  making 

it  l  lie  most  desirable  s*»o  Li brary  in  the  market.  FIFTY  CATAEOISCES  ACCOM- 
PASY  EACtt  LIBKAR  v  .  A  List  of  Hooks  in  the.above  Libraries  sent  on  application  to 

Lutheran  Publication  House ,  42  N.  Ninth  St. ,  Philadelphia. 

WHY  NOT 

Order  Your 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 

FROM  THE 

LUTHERAN  PUBLICATION  HOUSE, 

-S2  UTorth  Iffinth  St.,  Philadelphia? 

PLEASE  REMEMBER 

That  we  can  supply  not  only  iLlKTlT  BOOS!  published  anywhere  in  the  United  States  at  the 
publishers’  prices,  but  that  we  are  prepared  to  furnish  any 
REQUISITES  at  as  low  prices  as  they  can  be  purchased  elsewhere. 

With  these  assurances  from  us,  we  ask  your  patronage,  not  as  an  act  of  charity,  but  as  a 
matter  of  business.  We  only  ask  a  “  Fair  Field  and  no  Favors.”  dive  US  a  trial. 
Information  cheerfully  given,  and  orders  carefully  and  promptly  filled,  by 

HENRY  S.  BONES,  Supt., 

X^utheian  Publication  House, 

42  ZSTorth  Sth  St.,  Philadelphia. 

1880.  1880. 

Jhe  Lutheran  Sunday-School  Jlerald. 

EDITED  BY  REV.  M.  SHEELEIGH,  FOR  THE  LUTHERAN  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY. 

This  favorite  Illustrated  Monthly  Paper,  for  the  children  of  the  church,  is  now  in  its  twenty-first 
year.  Still  further  improvement  is  aimed  at.  Terms  :  one  year,  in  advance,  single  copy  25 
cents  ;  5  copies,  to  one  address,  $1.00;  100  copies,  to  one  address,  $15.00;  10  copies  or  over, 
v  the  hundred  rate.  These  figures  show  a  material  reduction.  No  expense  to  subscribers  for 
postage.  Please  order  .promptly.  Address, 

nEETR-Sr  S.  BOIffER,  Supt. 

lAU.th.eran  Publication  House, 

No.  42  North  9th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
B^°Remit  in  hank  checks  or  Post  office  orders. 


THE  AUGSBURG  TEACHER. 


E 


OUR  POSTABLE  BLACEBOAHDS 


Are  not  surpassed  by  any  now  in  the  market.  Surfaced  on  both,  sides  with  an  enduring 
Liquid  Slating.  These  Boards  being  very  light,  they  can  be  sent  at  very  small  express  charges. 

EVEEY  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  1T3EEDS  ONE! 

Style 

|  Slated  Cloth  or  Paper,  Mounted  on  Pollers,  with  Hooks  and  Rings  for  hanging  up. 


Style  B. 

Blackboards 

Of  Wood,  with  Ash 
Frames.  . 


STYLE  A. 


SIZES. 

CLOTH. 

PAPER. 

No.  1,  2x2  feet . 

. $1  50 

$1  OO 

“  2,  3x3  “  . 

I  35 

■  3, 3^4  “ . 

1  80 

*  4,  3X5  “  . 

.  3  40 

2  25 

“  5, 3x6  “ . 

2  70 

*  6,  3x7  “  . 

.  4  7° 

3  *5 

7,  4X5  “  . 

«•  8,  4x6  “  . 

3  00 

.  5  40 

3 60 

<?  9,  4x7  “  . . . 

hi  fl sic  Lines,  extra . 

4  20 

Any  size  above  No.  2  to  order — cloth  22  cents, 
paper  15  cents,  per  square  foot. 

Our  Flexible  Paper  Boards  have  an  excellent  sur¬ 
face  and  are  very  durable.  They  can  be  rolled  up 
and  carried  easily. 


No.  5  . $12  00 

“  4 .  9  00 

“  3 .  7  25 

“  2 .  4  75 

“  1........  3  25 

Music  lines, 

extra .  1  50 

Walnut  Frames, 

5  per  ct.  addi¬ 
tional. 

Our  Black¬ 
boards  are  unsur¬ 
passed  in  mate¬ 
rial,  making  and  j 
finish.  They  are 
covered  on  both 
sides  with  an  en-  ,  j 
during  surface  j 
made  of  the  best 
Liquid  Slating. 


Style  D. 


Portable  Folding  Easels, 

Easily  adjusted,  strong,  and  convenient  for  packing. 

To  hold  One  B  B . 75 

“  Two  B.  B . - .  3  5° 

STYLE  (  /.  Address  all  orders  to 

HiENRY  S.  BONER,  Supt., 

LUTHERAN  PUBLICATION  HOUSE, 

No.  42  North.  9th  Street,  Philadelphia. 

— ■ - - —h 


STYL13 


Style  C. 

BLACKBOARD  SUPPORT/ 

I 

This  Movable  Support  allows  the  Board  to  re-  | 
verse  either  way.  A  shelf  beneath  forms  a  conven¬ 
ient  ledge  for  eraser,  crayon,  etc.  It  is  adapted  to  all 
sizes  of  our  Blackboards. 

ASH.  WALNUT. 

For  B.  B.t  Nos.  i ,  2,  3 . $ 5  00  $6  00 

“  “  “  4  &  5 .  6  50  7  50 
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JiJIWi  TJIIJTOS  ! ! 


•S  cit^isT'r&\  home, 

By  Rf.y.  M.  Rhodes,  D.  I). 

2°  pages.  Paper  cover.  Price,  7  cents  each.  10  or  more  copies,  5  cents  each. 


MTT  DUTY  to  the  CIVICS, 

OF  WHICH  I  AM  A  MEMBER 

By  Rev.  M.  Rhodes,  D.  D. 

I2mo.,  21  pages,  paper  cover.  Price,  6  cents  each.  10  or  more  copies,  5  cents  each. 

GP6E  W IvpSlH- 

By  Rev.  M.  Rhodes,  D.  D. 

I2mo.,  36  pages,  paper  cover.  Price,  8  cents  each.  10  or  more  copies,  6  cents  each. 
!t£gp“These  two  tracts  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  church. 


I’AKEIv’.S  fvimVAi,  SUMMONS. 

By  Rev.  Daniel  Baker,  D.  D. 

12  mo.,  645  pages,  cloth.  Having  bought  out  the  edition  of  these,  we  are  enabled 
to  sell  them  at  $1.50  each. 


favorite  S,  S,  fibrary,  jSIo.  1. 

15  Vols.,  lCmo..  4133  Pages,  ©7.50. 


FAVORITE  r  g.-*r  g.-f  LIBRARY, -f  ]Vo.P 


21  Vols..  18mo.,  3704  Pages,  $7.50.  , 

Of  these  two  Libraries,  Rev.  B.  B.  Collins,  formerly  our  Missionary  to  Africa,  and 
now  Pastor  at  Chalfont,  Pa.,  says :  “Decidedly  the  best  Sunday-School  Libraries  I 
have  seen.”  ! 


For  any  of  the  above,  or  any  other  book,  address, 

Lutheran  I  *  uhlioa tion  House, 

(HENRY  S.  BONER,  Supt.,) 

No.  42  North  Ninth  Street,  Philadelphia. 


CONTENTS 


PAGE. 

Miscellaneous— 

Editorial  Brevities . . 139 

Lessons  for  May — 

The  Transfiguration  ;  Jesus  and  the 
Young;  Whitsunday  Lesson;  The 
Marriage  Feast  ;  The  Judgment  ; 
Comments  on  the  Lessons.  By  Rev. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Butler,  Rev.  E.  Huber, 
Rev.  E.  S.  Johnston,  and  Prof.  H.  L. 
Baugher,  A.  M.  Blackboard  Illus¬ 
trations.  By  J.  C.  Stock . 141-158 


V  AGE. 

Infant  Bepartment- 

Suggestions  for  Teachers.  By  Miss 
Emma  L.  Parry, . 158-163 

Here  anil  Tlierc  in  the  Sunday- 
School  Field— 

Yews  and  Notes.  By  Rev.  S.  B.  Bar- 

nil  z . 163 

Augsburg  Lesson  Leaves . 166-170 

Order  of  Service . 171 
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These  beautiful  pictures  represent. Japanese  flowers,  vines,  shrubbery, 
landscapes,  and  artistically  drawn  figures,  transferred  in  indelible  col¬ 
ors  to  Japanese  Crepe  of  the  finest  texture.  Eaclipicture  (as  our  illus- 
tration  shows)  is  complete  in  itself,  and  contains  Japanese  writing  or 
characters,  describing  the  locality,  names  of  flowers,  figures,  etc.  They 
are  intended  for.  and  make  beautiful  and  brilliant  tidies  for  backs  of 
chairs,  sofas,  or  lounges,  and  are  suitable  for  lambrequins,  center 
pieces  for  table  covers. etc. ;  they  can  be  seen  in  the  parlors  of  our  wealth¬ 
iest  families  in  New  York  City  and  elsewhere,  are  very  fashionable, 
and  will  be  admired  and  favoi  ably  commented  upon  by  your  friends. 
As  we  are  now  selling  them  at  one-third  their  former  price,  ladies  can 
beautify  and  ornament  their  homes  at  atritlingexpense.  Ourprices  are 
as  follows  teach  picture  being  different):  8  pictures  for  18c.;  6  for 
80c.;  lt£for4fic.,  sent  by  mail  post  paid.  Send  us  clean  postage 
stamps,  of  any  denomination,  us  we  prefer  them  to  silver.  Address 


EUREKA  TRICK  AND  NOVELTY  CO., 

39  A.xm  Street,  £ 


B.OX,  4614. 


NEW  YOHK 


)ENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE, 

GETTYSBURG,  PA. 


The  Oldest  College  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  this  country,  founded  1832. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  is  large.  The 
course  of  instruction  is  liberal  and  thorough. 
The  expenses  are  small.  The  location  is  most 
pleasant  and  healthy,  in  the  midst  of  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  moral  community,  and  accessi¬ 
ble  by  railroad  trains  three  times  a  day. 

THE  PREPARATORY  DEPARTMENT 
which  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Faculty,  furnishes  thorough  instruction  foi 
hoys  and  young  men  preparing  for  business  or 
College  classes.  Students  in  this  department 
are  under  the  special  care  of  the  Superintend¬ 
ent,  who  resides  with  them  in  the  building. 

For  further  information  or  Catalogues  ad 
dress  M.  VALENTINE,  D.  D., 

.  President  of  College. 

PROF.  P.  M.  BIKLE, 

Principal  of  the  Preparatory  Department. 


+  <*  A  per  day  at  home.  Samples 
wU  u)4lU  worth  $5  free. 

Address  Stinson  &  Co.,  Portland,  Maine 


$72 


A  WEEK.  $12  a  day  at  home  easily 
made.  Costly  Outfit  tree. 

Address  True  &  Co.,  Augusta,  Maine. 


AGERSTOWN  SEMINARY 

FOR  YOUNG  LADIES 


REV.  C.  L.  KEEDY,  A.  M.,  PRINCIPAL. 

Assisted  by  a  full  corps  of  experienced  teach¬ 
ers.  The  cheapness,  accessibility,  comforts 
and  thoroughness  of  this  institution  render  it 
worthy  of  patronage.  For  particulars  address 
Principal,  Hagerstown,  Md. 


NEW  AND  BEAUTIFUL  REWARD  CARDS 


for  SUNDAY  AND  DAY  SCHOOLS.  Prices 
to  suit  the  times.  Over  1000  kinds  and  designs 
—  comprising  Motto, Reward,  Scripture  1  ext. 
Sentiment,  Bible  Verse,  Good  Service,  and 
Hymnal  Cards. 

Teachers’  price  list  EDUCATION AL  CARDS 
SENT  FREE  to  any  address.  J.  H.  BUF- 
FORD’S  SONS,  Publishers  of  Novelties  in  Fina 
Arts,  141  to  147  Franklin  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


$66 


a  week  in  your  own  town.  Terms  and 
$5  outfit  free.  Address 

H.  Hallett  &  Co.,  Portland,  Maine. 


POPULAR  LESSON  HELPS 

AND 

Sunday-school  Periodicals 

rUBLISHP:D  BY  THE 

Lutheran,  Publication.  Society, 

HENRY  S.  BONER,  Superintendent, 

No,  42  North.  Ninth  Street,  Philadelphia. 

ALL  SENT  POSTAGE  PAID. 


Subscriptions  may  begin  at  any  time. 
AUGSBUHG  TEACHER, 

1  he  Sunday-school  Teachers'  Assistant  in  the  study  and  teaching 
of  the  International  Bessons,  from  a  strictly  Lutheran  standpoint. 
Rev.  Prof  H.  L.  Baugher,  Editor.  Price,  55  cents  a  year,  in 
advance.  30  cents  for  six  months.  Sent  on  trial  for  three  months , 
to  new  subscribers ,  on  receipt  of  15  cents. 

AUGSBTJRG  LESSON  BOOK, 

The  Sunday-school  Scholars'  Assistant  in  the  study  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lessons.  Rev.  Prof.  H.  L.  Baugher,  Editor.  Price,  12 
cents  a  year,  in  advance.  6  cents  for  six  months.  It  contains 
Music,  Dictionary,  Map,  etc.  “A  perfect  gern — a  marvel  of  cheap¬ 
ness."  The  steady  increase  of  the  subscription  'list  is  the  best  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  popularity. 

AUGSBURG  LESSON  LEAP, 

$7.50  a  hundred,  per  year.  10  or  more  copies  at  the  100  rate.  Six 
mouths  subscriptions  will  be  received. 

AUGSBURG  JUNIOR  WESSON  LEAF, 

Same  price  as  the  Augsburg  Lesson  Leaf.  The  Junior  Leaf  is 
intended  for  the  younger  scholars  in  the  adult  schools. 

[LUTHERAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  HERALD, 

An  Illustrated  Juvenile  Monthly  for  Sunday  reading.  Edited  by 
Rev.  M.  Sheeleigh.  Price,  25  cents  a  year,  in  advance.  Sent  to 
schools  in  packages  of  10  or  mote  copies,  at  15  cents  a  copy,  per 
year.  No  subscription  taken  for  a  shorter  term  than  three  months. 
The  Herald  continues  to  be  a  favorite,  and  is  deservedly  popular 
with  Sunday-school  children. 

OUR  LITTLE  ONES, 

An  Illustrated  Infant  Paper  for  Sunday  reading.  Edited  by  Rev. 
S.  B.  Barnitz.  Price,  15  cents  a  year  in  advance.  Sent  to  schools 
in  packages  of  10  or  more  copies,  at  7J4  cents  a  copy,  per  year. 
No  subscription  taken  for  a  shorter  term  than  three  months. 

Our  Little  Ones  is  to  the  Infant  School  what  the  Herald  has 
been  these  many  years,  and  continues  to  be,  to  the  Adult  school — 
“A  welcome  visitor.  ’ 5 

4/®"“  Superintendents  and  teachers  seeking  something  good, 
should  send  for  specimens. 


